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KAUFMAN’S SPRING SALE 


HEADWEAR 


□ Jungle Hats - US Military Issue 

■ Brass Screened 
Eyelets 


- MILITARY GOODS CATALOG - 



These “Boonte Hats” N ■ Cartridge Holder Hat Band 

are the real thing!! (except Dessert Camo) 

Choose between: 

□ Woodland pattern camouflage. Gl ripstop: 10O'<- codon as used in 

Vietnam GenuineGl ... . ..S14.OO/each. 

□ Woodland Pattern camo, army’s latest issue; 50% cotton/50% 

S Ion Genuine 61 . ., SI 2.25/each. 

Desert camouflage; just issued to the U.S. Rapid Deployment 
Forces. 50% cotton/50% nylon; Genuine Gl .. . S14. OO/each. 
□ Olive Drab (00) Green; 100% cotton Gl ripstop as used in early 
Vietnam. Genuine Gl $12.25/each. 

□ Khaki |tan)-100 cotton ripstop nuade to military specs)...S1 2.25/each. 
The following jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 
copies at $7.OD/each. Select: □ Woodland Camouflage Pattern 

r aessRST pa,,ern 

L (7V%): XL (7%). Hi Black 


1987 edition. 84 pages, loaded with genuine 
military clothing, gear and equipment. 
$2.00/each. Free with order. 


j 

F tags, sped 


□ US Navy Style Commander's 
Cap with'Scrambled 
Egg'Visor- 

This cap features a mesh back 
and fully adjustable headband ^ 
to tit all heads comfortably. 

Choose: Navy Blue or 
Black $5.75'each. 

□ GIUSMC Fatigue Hat 

Specify: Woodland Camo or Olivo Drab 
(OD) Green. S.M.L.XL $5,95/each 


□ Black Commando 
Dog Tag Set - 

(A Kaufman’s Exclusive): 2 Gl stainless 
tags, specially treated to be non glare flat black plus 2 
black (4” and 24”) ball chains . S5.0Q/sel. 

□ Regulation Gl Dog Tags 

set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 

stainless chains (4” and 24”) .'‘r*.’... S3.00/set. 

Want us to print them? WE LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 
spaces per line. 

□ Printing only SI .00 per tag (S2.00 per set). 

NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING OROERS BY TELEPHONE. g 


\ mnnng 


Athletic Bundeswehr 
Tank Top - 

These light-weight 100% cot¬ 
ton tank tops are genuine issue 
to the West German military 
troops to wear during physical 
training exercises " Bunde¬ 
swehr'' (the name of the West 
German Army) is proudly em¬ 
broidered above their crest on the 
front of the shirt This comfor¬ 
table. cool. European tank top is 
stylish, avant-garde and perfect 
to wear while working out or re¬ 
laxing in the summer sun Brand 
new 

Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL 
Choose: White, or Black 
shirt .Ml.95/each; 

2 for *23.00. 



nmiaiumiii 


□ Angle Head Flashlite_ 

This is the heavy duty olive 
drab plastic flashlight issued to all military units 

The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare and features 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed. It can clip onto the belt or suspender 
for hands free operation; operates on 2 
standard D cell batteries and comes 
. complete with a spare bulb. Brand 
jiV new, sold in the Gl box. 

( \\ Specify: Olive Drab (OD) 
r-\\ Green or Black 
f A \ $6.50/each: 

2 tor SI 2.25. 




All In-Stock 
Items Shipped Within 
24 Hours. 


SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
1 - 800 - 545-0933 

9_to_7_Mountain Time_ 


— ATHLETIC CAMOUFLAGE — 


□ Camouflage T-Shirts - 

50% cotton/50% polyester. Choose from: 

□ Woodland Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Tiger Stripe Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Desert Pattern Crew (Round) Neck 

Specify Size: S, M, L, XL ... $7.OO/each; 

or any 3 shirts for $18.QO. 


□Jogging Shorts- 

50% cotton/50% polyester 

Sizes are from S to XL. 

Tell us your waist size 
when ordoting $6.50/each. 

Woodland Camouflage Pattern 
Desert Camouliage Pattern 
D Olive Orab (00) Green 



□ Olive Drab (00) Green -100% cotton, ripstop; as used in early Viet¬ 
nam Current Gl manufacture. Brand New. 

Specify: Jacket or Pants $30.QQ/each; S59.Q0/set. 

□ SoWd Black a favorite of SWAT teams, these fatigues were manufac¬ 
tured in the US by a government contractor to military specs. 50% cot¬ 
ton/50% nylon, Regular lengths only (no longs). 

Specify: Jacket or Pants S32.00/each; S63.00/set. 

□ Tiger Stripe Pattern Camouflage - Commercial Manufacture these 
are made by a US Government contractor to military specs, The tiger 
stripe pattern is true. Regular lengths only (no longs). 

Specify: Jacket or Pants 532 OO/each; $63.00/set. 

□ Urban Camouliage Pattern - 50% cotton/50% polyester, made to 
gov't specs, the pattern is identical to the Gl woodland but the colors are 
black, grays and white. Regular lengths only. 

Specify: Jacket or Pants .$32.Q0/each; $63.00/set. 


Long Length* - add $3.00 pants or jacket; $5 75/set. 


Please include appropriate shipping costs Irom chart below with each 
order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance 
and handling. 


KAUFMAN’S EXCLUSIVE — 


□Elite Com mando T-Shirts- 

c ARjl. ft RECON 






ritinuitmu 


Orders up to $10.00 

$3 00 

Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 

3.75 

Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 

4 50 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.DO 

5.25 

Orders from $50,01 to 70.DO 

6.25 

Orders from $70,01 to90.00 

7.25 

Orders over $90.00 

8.00 


Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 



2 color silkscreen (never a rubbery iron-on) on finest quality shirts 
you’ll be pround of. Another Kaufman's Exclusive: 

□ Special Forces-grey shirt, {50% cotton/50% polyester) black and 
white design. 

□ Aiibome/Ranger—black shirt (100% cotton) red and white design 

□ Marine Recon—red shirt (100% cotton) gold and white design. 

Specify size {S,M,L,XL) S7.95/eaeh 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42ND ST., 
NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 

(prices May vary at nyc store) 


WliSTc 1 * 

ARMY&NAVY GOODS 

We're America’s Army anti Navy Store!! 
ORDER TOLL FREE-1 -800-545 0933 

1505) 293-2300 

Dept. A-307 1660 Eubank NE Albuquerque NM 87112 


CAMOUFLAGE 


Camouflage Face Paint - 

Each metal tube contains 2 colors of facepaint which can be easily 
removed with soap and water. Current military issue. 

Choose: Woodland Camo (green & loam); desert camo (light green & 
sand); snow camo (white & loam). .S3.00/tube: 3 tubes for S8.00 



Commando Camouflage 
Headnet - Spandoflage - 


Expandable camouflage mesh fils comfortably on any size head. Cool in 
summer, warm in winter, this revolutionary new mesh material can be 
cut (but will not unravel) to form eye-holes for the comfort of eyeglass 
wearers. 

Choose: Woodland Camouflage, Desert Camouflage or 

Solid Black .S5.75/each: 2 for St 1.25 

















































































NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 8 MT. MORRIS, IL 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE 

P.O. Box 348 

Mt. Morris, IL 61054-9984 















JULY/1987 
VOL. 12 NO. 7 


COVER: Tattooed soldier of Armee Nation die Sihanoukiste 
(AN§), armed with AK-47 and sword, takes five during a combat 
patrol. Join SOF correspondent Peter Douglas as he patrols 
with an ANS unit in Vietnamese-occupied Cambodia. The 
adventure starts on page 46. Photo: Peter Douglas 
COVER INSET: One of Britains’s famed Gurkhas, brandishing 
kukri and ever-present smile. SOF travelled to Hong Kong to 
report on these consummate infantrymen. Story on page 38. 
Photo: Robin Adshead 


SOF WANTS 
YOU! 

Reader sun/ey 27 

SAN DIEGO 
DMZ 

James T. Moss 

Police unit battles border 
bandits 32 

BORDER 

LEGEND 

Isaac Staats 

Walking tall along the 
“Adobe Wall” 36 

IN DEFENSE OF 
THE REALM 

Tom Marks 

Britain’s legendary 
Gurkhas 38 

CAMBODIAN 

KILLING 

GROUND 

Peter Douglas 

War against Vietnamese 
invaders 46 

BACK-UP 

POWER 

Peter G. Kokalis 

Israeli Sirkis 9mm 52 


GRAVEYARD IN 
THE CLOUDS 

James Martin Davis 

GIs honor forgotten 
heroes 54 

42 COMMANDO 

Howard R. Simpson 

Royal Marines hit the 
beach in Norway 56 

ASSAULT RIFLE 
LOOK-ALIKES 

Peter G. Kokalis 

.22 combat copies 62 

HALO INTO 
HONDURAS 

Paul Larkin 

Rangers jump on 
Nicaraguan border 66 

“PLATOON” 
RETURN FIRE 

Readers respond 70 


Command 
Guidance 2 

Newsweek ’s folly 

FLAK 5 

SOF’s Russian fans 

Bulletin Board 8 

Exxon in Nicaragua 

Combat 
Weaponcraft 12 

Undercover concealment 


Full Auto 14 

Potpourri 

Battle Blades 18 

Knife care & repair 

In Review 22 

Valley of Peril 

Adventure 
Quartermaster 24 

Assault Systems 


I Was There 26 

Counting coup 

Supply Locker 87 
Classified 91 
Advertisers Index 95 

Incoming 96 

SOF interviews Gen. 

John K. Singlaub 



NOTICE: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is a magazine of national and 
International distribution. There may be products for which sale, possession 
or Interstate transportation may be restricted, prohibited or subject to spe¬ 
cial licensing requirements In your state. Purchasers should consult the local 
law enforcement authorities in their area. 

All data in this publication, technical or otherwise, is based upon personal 
experience of individuals using specific tools, products, equipment and 
components under particular conditions and circumstances, some of which 
may not be reported In the article and which Soldier of Fortune has not 
otherwise verified. Soldier of Fortune, its agents, officers and employees 
disclaim any responsibility for all liability, injuries or damages. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE 
ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY 
VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE LEGALITY OF EV¬ 
ERY PRODUCT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTIS¬ 
ER HE SHOULD SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT INTEND FOR ANY PRO¬ 
DUCT OR SERVICE ADVERTISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MAN¬ 
NER. 


JULY 87 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 1 









COMMAND 
GUIDANCE 

by Robert K. Brown 

All the News That Fits 


j^jEWSWEEK, the magazine 
X if that brought you the Hitler di¬ 
aries, ran an article in its 23 March 
1987 issue about the mujahideen 
rebels battling the Soviets in 
Afghanistan. It stated, self- 
assuredly, that “the insurgents 
[mujahideen] can never hope to de¬ 
feat their better equipped adversar¬ 
ies.*' Newsweek went on to say that 
victory for the rebels is “far beyond 
their reach on the battlefield.” 

Lucky thing we have heady media 
sources like Newsweek to inform 
the rest of us poor slobs about 
world affairs. Here at SOF we 
assumed the mujahideen were giv¬ 
ing the Soviets hell. Admittedly, 
our view is based on firsthand 
accounts from the front rather than 
on bureau reports from armchair 
analysts. Our mistake. 

Clearly, Newsweek *s prophesy 
is nonsense to you and me because 
we know better. But the unwashed 
masses who rely on popular, quick- 
fix media sources like Newsweek 
are being served this politically 
biased trash on a daily basis. As a 
result, many freedom fighters are 
denied our assistance, or worse, 
are given just enough aid to get 
themselves killed. 

But this is hardly news to us. Just 
look at the media's stance on past 
and current conflicts: 


Country 

Media’s Favorite 
to Win 

Media’s Favorite 
to Lose 

Vietnam 

Soviet-backed 

U.S.-supported 


guerrillas 

government 

Afghanistan 

Soviet-backed 

U.S.-supported 


regime 

mujahideen 

El Salvador 

Communist 

U.S.-supported 


guerrillas 

government 

Nicaragua 

Soviet-backed 

U.S.-supported 


regime 

contras 


Notice a pattern? 


However, though the media’s sup¬ 
port of the Left shows consistency, 
the reasoning behind its support is 
anything but consistent During the 
Vietnam War the press justified its 
anti-war cry by proclaiming how a 
well-equipped army (LJ.S. Army) 
couldn’t possibly defeat a broad- 
based indigenous force (Viet Cong). 
Today, in the case of the mujahideen 
in Afghanistan, they're telling us just 
the reverse. The same inconsistency 
is true of reporting on El Salvador 
and Nicaragua. 

And when communist-backed 
forces win, it’s a “people's revolu¬ 
tion” worthy of thoughtful editorials 
and documentaries. But when U.S.- 
backed forces win, as in El Salvador, 
the story is quickly dropped and our 
attention diverted. Compare the 
news coverage of Nicaragua and El 
Salvador if you doubt this. 

With the stroke of a pen, facts are 
tailored to fit the theory, and public 
opinion is swayed. 

Despite the dire predictions of the 
doctrinaire liberals at Newsweek , I 
believe the people of Afghanistan 
could expel their Soviet oppressors. 
Victory, while not inevitable, is not 
out of the Afghans' reach. With suffi¬ 
cient logistical support from the 
West — particularly more ground-to- 
air missiles — and increased diplo¬ 
matic pressure, it's not inconceiv¬ 
able that the Soviets would write off 
their Afghanistan adventure as too 
costly and negotiate themselves out 

But it’s safe to assume that, if that 
happens, the media will not own up 
to its mistake. By then the media will 
be busy hawking the forged memoirs 
of a dead fascist or preparing an up- 
close “human interest” story on 
someone significant like Vanna 
White or Madonna. ^ 
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GUERRILLA TACTICS IN THE JOB MARKET 


How to Win the Job of Your Life 

by Garth Brockman, Ph.D. 

Frustrated with your job? Angry with your gutless colleagues, insignificant responsibilities, 
lack of control or the pure boredom of it all? Get the job of your life! Dr. Garth Brockman, an 
expert job searcher, will help you devise an effective job-search system, including a 
pumped-up resume, any educational degree you need, the best references, and an enviable 
employment history. Here’s how to use your imagination in creating a whole new job 
search. Using Guerrilla Tactics in the Job Market as your job-search manual will enhance 
your confidence and your chances of getting the great positions which have until now 
been closed to you because “they” said you weren't qualified. Show ’em all that you can 
get to the top without a fight! SVfe x 8Vfe, hardcover, 384 pp. $17.95 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters, Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5 Vi 
x BVi, hardcover. 192 pp. $16.95 



THE 

RESCUERS 


THE RESCUERS: THE WORLD’S TOP 
ANTI-TERRORIST UNITS 

by Leroy Thompson 
No one—and no country—is im¬ 
mune to terrorism anymore. And 
that’s where hostage rescue units 
(HRUs) come in. The FIRST and 
ONLY book on HRUs, The Rescuers 
covers the training, ops, weapons 
and equipment of 50+ units. Five 
classic rescues bring to life a unit’s 
anti-terrorist tectics. 5 Vi x 8Vi, hard¬ 
cover, photos, glossary, index, 
240 pp. $17.95 



ACTION CAREERS 
Employment in the High-Risk 
Job Market 

by Ragnar Benson 
The woods are full of people who 
wish they had taken a shot at adven¬ 
ture when they had the chance. But 
it’s not too late. Adventurer Ragnar 
Benson details 24 action-packed 
careers, including PI, bountyhunter, 
stunt man, gunrunner and rodeo 
cowboy, and how to break into them. 
5Vi x BVi, hardcover, 360 pp. $17.95 


STREETSWEEPERS 

The Complete Book of Combat Shotguns 

by Duncan Long 

Nothing else blasts massive amounts of deadly lire at 
close range like a shotgun, making it the weapon of choice 
of special military forces, anti-terrorist units, and home 
owners who are serious about self-defense. This newest, 
most comprehensive book out on combat shotguns covers 
single- and double-barreled, slide-action, rotary-cylinder, 
and semiauto shotguns, including info on various models 
not yet on the market, Long also covers which ammo to use, 
accessories, and combat shotgun tactics. 8Vi x 11, soft- 
cover, 63 photos, illus., appendices, 160 pp. $17.95 


THK ) 

JOY. 



THE JOY OF COLD REVENGE 

by Kam Karnaugh 
Been snubbed or gypped by a for¬ 
mer employer or landlord, cer deal¬ 
er, the courts, police, a supermarket 
or bank? It hurts, right? Fight back 
with the tactics of cold revenge, 
using such common items as 
supergiue, motor oil. and ink. With 
the subtle art of cold revenge, you 
can wreak havoc using the phone 
company, airlines, magazine sub¬ 
scriptions companies and more. 5Vi 
x 8 Vi, softcover, 96 pp. $10.00 


THE GERMAN ASSAULT RIFLE: 1935-1945 

by Peter R. Senich 

From 1935 to the collapse of the Third Reich in 1945, 
German ordnance designers played a unique and critical 
role in the formal development of the modern assault rifle. 
The German Assault Rifle: 1935-1945 is the only cornpre- 
hensive volume on the German assault rifle of this era. 
covering the circumstances surrounding the development 
and fielding of the machine carbine, machine pistol and 
assault rifles employed by Hitler's Wehrmacht and the 
ammunition, field accessories and special equipment in¬ 
tended for the short cartridge weapon. 8% x 11, hardcover, 
405 photos, 328 pp. $39.95 


SOUTH AFRICAN 
ANTI-TERRORIST 
OPERATIONS 
MANUAL 


II 


SOUTH AFRICAN 
ANTI-TERRORIST OPERATIONS 
MANUAL 

Field-tested in the harsh proving 
ground of the African bush by one of 
the world's leading anti-terrorist 
forces, here is the basic reference 
and training guide of South African 
military units combating terrorists in 
South West Africa. From the routine 
to the unexpected, every aspect of 
ATOPS is covered in this compre¬ 
hensive manual. 8Vi x 11, softcover, 
illus., 248 pp. $15.00 


U.s. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 



U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwaterdemolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions, diving, infiltration and exfiltra¬ 
tion, survival, and more. 8Vi x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 

S14.95 



BOUNTY HUNTER 

by Bob Burton 

Adventure is his occupation; a hefty 
commission is his reward. He is a 
professional bounty hunter, and he 
stalks the most elusive of all prey—a 
wanted man. Here is the businessas 
told by a pro. Learn how to get your 
first job, track a fugitive, arrest him 
and turn him over to the police. 
Included is a slate-by state listing of 
laws. 5Vi x BVi, softcover, 136 pp. 

$12.00 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others like they're getting the goods on 
you with this encyclopedia ol advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. Called “possibly the most dan¬ 
gerous book,” this book tells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want—and how they (including llig 
Bro) are getting into yourprivate info. Here are expert w ys 
to secretly bug any target, over 100 sources for equipm mt 
and superspy systems, lockpick technology, how pc y- 
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked, counter- 
measure equipment, and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the price of this book! 8Vi x 11, softcover, 
tllus., 264 pp. $30.00 



MAKE ’EM PAY 

Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 
the Master Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 
world and author of the infamousGet 
Even brings you more dirty tricks, 
schemes, scams and stunts. Getting 
back at a landlord, politician, sales¬ 
man, utility, restaurant, or super¬ 
market is a cinch with over 130 
creatively nasty techniques. For 
entertainment purposes only! 5Vi x 
8Vi, hardcover, 224 pp. $16.95 


THE TRAPPER'S BIBLE 
Traps, Snares, and Pathguards 

by Date Martin 

Meat in the freezer and money in the bank. T rapping can be 
a rewarding and lucrative hobby—even more so when you 
have the satisfaction of making and setting the traps your¬ 
self. More than just colorful outdoor lore, the traps, snares, 
and pathguards detailed here can be constructed out of the 
most basic rtiaterials, keeping your expenses down, and 
your net profits—and enjoyment—up. Includes pest snares, 
large animal snares, and transplant traps for moving ani¬ 
mals from one area lo another, plus camp alarms that alert 
you to intruders, and deadly pathguards that could save 
your life. 5% x 816, softcover, illus., 72 pp. $8.00 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

RIOT CONTROL 

$19.95 

BULL'S-EYE: CROSSBOWS BY 


RAGNAR’S TEN BEST TRAPS 

. $10.00 

RAGNAR BENSON 

$10.00 

MAKING SPIES: A TALENT 


COMPLETE BOOK OF COMBAT 

SPOTTER'S HANDBOOK 

$16.95 

HANDGUNNING . 

$16.95 

DEAD CLIENTS DONT PAY: THE 

MODERN BALLISTIC 


BODYGUARD'S MANUAL 

$12.00 

ARMOR 

$ 8.00 

COMBAT AMMUNITION 

$19.95 

LONG-RANGE PATROL OPER- 


NINJA 1990 

$45.00 

ATIONS: RECONNAISSANCE, 

SOVIET AIRBORNE FORCES 

$ 8.00 

COMBAT & SPECIAL OPER¬ 


COMBAT SURVIVAL. 

$14.95 

ATIONS . 

$14.95 

SURVIVAL/FIGHTING 


NO SECOND CHANCE! 


KNIVES.. 

$14.00 

DISARMING THE ARMED 


SPECIAL FORCES 


ASSAILANT 

$12.00 

HANDBOOK 

. $ 8.00 

PANANANDATA KNIFE 


ASSAULT PISTOLS, RIFLES 


FIGHTING 

$12.00 

AND SUBMACHINE GUNS 

. $19.95 
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a week. Call from anywherein the U.S-A. 
Send $1.00 for 50 page CATALOG 
of over 300 titles. Catalog freewith order. 
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| Payment: □ Check or Money Order, 
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□ VISA, □ MasterCard. 

-Exp. - 
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MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE-DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

PALADIN PRESS • P.O. BOX 1307 • BOULDER, CO 80306 • (303) 443-7250 
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C hecklist for 
communist 

SUBVERSION... 

Sirs: 

I have recently 
noticed that many 
members of Congress 
and policymakers in the 
U.S. media subscribe to 
the following: the 
abolition of apartheid 
and the eventual 
destruction of the South 
African government; the 
immediate termination 
of all funding for the 
Strategic Defense 
Initiative; an end to all 
support for the contras 
and the acceptance of 
the communist 
Sandinista regime, even 
if it is a Soviet satellite 
whose function is to 
destabilize other 
governments in the 
Western hemisphere; a 
similar end to military 
support to all peoples 
fighting Soviet 
aggression; a belief that 
the Soviet Union is 
consecrated to world 
peace, and its defensive 
reaction is the result of 
the expansionist U.S. 
foreign policy; the 
opinion that it is only 
the anti-communist 
mania of the U.S. 
government that is 
preventing a general 
reduction in armament 
and a peaceful solution 
to superpower rivalry. 

In this connection, it 
should be noted that 
this is precisely the 
present line of the 
Soviet Union. Of 
course, I am certain that 
this parallelism is purely 
coincidental. 

Samuel J. 

Gorden 

Vienna, Austria 



FLAK 


LETTERS 

FLAK is your column. We welcome your 
comments on SOF’s editorial content or 
any national or international issue you 
think is of interest to our readers. Keeping 
your letter brief and to the point will 
minimize the amount that it is edited. 
Requests that SOF solicit information from 
its readers on behalf of an individual will 
not be printed. Send letters to FLAK, do 
SOF, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 



R ussians read 

SOF ... AND LIKE IT... 

Sirs: 

I, like many other Soviet emigres and refugees 
who have had a taste of a “workers’ paradise,” am 
a dedicated reader of SOF. I spent half of my life in 
the Soviet Union. That was quite enough to 
convince me that, for the free world to survive, its 
leaders have to be vigilant, its countries militarily 
strong, its people wary of communist intentions and 
aims. 

I write reviews of SOF articles for the 
Russian-American newspaper Almanac-Panorama, 
which is put out by recent emigres from Soviet 
Russia. The readers really appreciate SOF, its 
articles and what it stands for. SOF is one of the 
few entities that realizes what communism is, how to 
battle it and what to do to stop its spread 
worldwide. We Russian-Americans love your 
magazine. 

Paul Stonehill 

Los Angeles, California 


C ITIZEN 

SOLDIERS... 

Sirs: 

You might be interested to know 
that mail continues to pour into our 
headquarters as a result of our being 
mentioned in the article “Citizen 
Soldiers” in the May ’87 SOF. Keep 
up the good work! 

Jerry Fogel 
Executive Director 
State Defense Force 
Association of the United 
States 

I was surprised to see my name in 
James Pate’s story. I would like to 
clear up a few points. 

Under the leadership of General 
Harris, we in the Texas State Guard 
have begun to train with the 
National Guard, when their training 
parallels our mission. The TSG has 
made a complete turnaround since 
the 1984 problems. The battalion 
that I am now a part of is ably run 
by a highly decorated Ranger 
veteran. I am now a captain and a 
life member of the state guard 
association. I am very pro-Texas 
State Guard. If we have problems, it 
is with funding. That is something 
the state of Texas is going to have to 
come to grips with. 

I wish someone had made an 
effort to update facts before this 
article was written. 

Capt. Kenneth G. Paynter 
San Antonio, Texas 

The facts were updated. The 
author noted that Mr Paynter had 
rejoined the Texas State Guard after 
a change of heart (and of rank, from 
lieutenant to captain). 

As for training with the National 
Guard, whether it occurs or not, 
such participation by state troops is 
unlawful under federal statutes . Even 
if the 100th Congress changes the 
law to allow state guard training at 
the federal level, it likely will mean 
little in Texas . And that is a point 
that does need updating. Texas 
State Guard Regulation 10-1, dated 
2 January 1986, redefines the TSG 
mission. Contrary to prior practice, 
this recent regulation prohibits any 
voluntary official assistance by Texas 
State Guardsmen in civil 
emergencies . 

4 Authority for performance of 
voluntary duty as a unit in uniform 
to provide military support to civilian 
authorities in times of disasters or 
emergencies is revoked, ” the 
regulation states. Such assistance is 
restricted to times when the TSG 
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has been called to active duty by the 
governor ; which has happened only 
twice in the TSG’s almost 50-year 
history . The TSG’s only other 
function is to take over custodial 
functions at National Guard armories 
in the event of a mobilization, which 
hasn’t happened since WWIL Based 
on this recent order, the TSG now 
declines to even accept volunteer 
physicians for emergency disaster 
relief This reflects a trend in the 
Texas State Guard of doing less, not 
more. 


E xplosive 
error... 

Sirs: 

I got a lot out of your December 
’86 issue, especially the story 
“Norway’s Cold Weather 
Commandos” by Amstein Tranoy. 
However, the lower right-hand 
photo on page 42 has a caption that 
is completely incorrect: “During 
training, breaks are few and far 
between, so soldiers take them when 
they can.” Being an Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Specialist, it is 
obvious to me that this soldier is not 
on break. In his hands is a 10-cap 
blasting machine. In front of him sits 
a spool of blasting wire, and farther 
ahead is a blasting galvanometer. 
That isn’t the morning mist rising in 
the background, it’s a cloud of 
smoke from an explosion. If you 
could correct this error, it would be 
appreciated by all of us EOD Techs. 
Charles E. Lyon 
APO New York, New York 

The truth is that the author of that 


photo caption was on break when 
he wrote it You may rest assured 
that he has been dealt with. 


A KS 

AMMO... 

Sirs: 

After reading “Kalashnikov’s 
Sidefolder” in the October ’86 SOF, 

I sent for one. I’d like to know 
where I might find some of the hard 
military primers Mr. Kokalis speaks 
of. With all due respect to the 
7.62x39mm manufacturers, I’d like 
to be able to load my own ammo. 
Where can I find the kind of primers 
needed to do this? Also, where can I 
obtain non-corrosive Berdan 
primers, so I can handload those 
too? 

John Balthard 
Petersburg, Alaska 

Technical Editor Peter G. Kokalis 
writes: 1 'Military rifle primers are less 
sensitive by virtue of a thicker cup. 
For example: Winchester small rifle 
primers have a cup thickness of .020 
to .021 inches, while U.S. military 
small rifle primers have a cup 
thickness of . 0255 inches. 
Unfortunately, there is no 
commercial source for military rifle 
primers. Under no circumstances 
should you fire reloaded ammunition 
with commercial primers in an AKM 
rifle without a firing pin spring. 
Yugoslav and PRC military ball has 
been imported in large quantities at 
reasonable prices. 

“You can obtain non-corrosive 
Berdan primers from the Old 
Western Scrounger, Inc., Dept. SOF, 


12924 Highway A-12, Montague, 
CA 96064.” 


C ANADIAN 
CONTRA... 

Sirs: 

Being an avid reader of SOF and 
a supporter of the contra cause, I 
was shocked at the death of Peter 
Bertie, a.k.a. El Canadiense. When I 
read his article in the June ’86 SOF 
[“Task Force Pancasan”], I felt 
proud of this fellow Canadian, one 
of the few to actually give a damn 
and tell it like it is in Nicaragua. If it 
weren’t for people like Peter and the 
staff of SOF, we would all have 
been swept up long ago by the 
left-wing press hype. 

Jeff Birmingham 
Oakville, Ontario 

We join you in mourning our 
fellow freedom-fighter supporter 
Peter Bertie, who was killed in 
March while accompanying a contra 
patrol near Matagalpa, Nicaragua. 
Peter took risks to bring the true 
story out of the Central American 
jungles. He will be missed. 


F ueling the fires 

OF FREEDOM... 

Sirs: 

Even though I vocally support all 
aid given to the government of El 
Salvador and the contras in 
Nicaragua, after hearing about the 
American adviser killed by 
communists in El Salvador, I 
decided I’d better start putting some 
money where my mouth is. I think 
more Americans need to contribute. 
Those people down there have the 
guts to kick those bastard 
communists in the teeth. We can 
at least give them the tools to 
do it with. 

SOF is doing great! It’s nice to 
read the truth for a change. 

Kent V. Peters 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

Yes, the freedom fighters in 
Central America do need and 
appreciate your help. SOF’s El 
Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund 
relies on contributions to keep 
supplying the anti-communists with 
combat boots, uniforms, jackets and 
web gear. Money is also needed to 
transport these items down south. 

To donate, or for more infomiation, 
write to ESNDF, c/o SOF, PO. Box 
693, Boulder, CO 80306; or if using 
UPS, the address is 5735 Arapahoe, 
Boulder, CO 80303. ^ 
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THE GREAT PACIFIC 
CONFLICT 


Here’s how the Club Plan works: You'll get 3 books for only 98C plus shipping and handling and your FREE 
BOOK and FREE VIETNAM MAP—when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application. 
However, once accepted, if you are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, return 
them within 10 days at our expense. Your membership will be cancelled and you will owe nothing. 

The FREE BOOK and FREE MAP are yours to keep in any case. 

Huge selection: As a Club member, you’ll have over 350 titles to choose from—a tremendous 
variety of the very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustrations and 
maps. Many books are difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions (sometimes altered in 
size to fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers' hardcover edition 
prices. A shipping and handling charge is added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive the free Club magazine 
describing coming Selecfion(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times a year, you may receive 
offers of special Selections, always at discounts off publishers’ prices. If you want the featured 
Selection(s). do nothing—shipment will be made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate—or no 
book at all—indicate this on the order form and return it by the date specified. You’ll have at least 
10 days to decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted Selection, you may 
return it at our expense and owe nothing. 

The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular low Club prices 
during the next 2 years. You may resign any time after purchasing your 4 books, or continue to 
enjoy Club membership for as long as you like. 



Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers’ edition prices quoted above. 


f Soft cover ★ Explicit sex, violence and/or language 

Hviilitary Book Club® "1 

| Dept. CS-058, Garden City, NY 11535 

I Yes, please accept my membership application and send me the 3 books 
marked in the boxes below, plus my FREE BOOK and FREE VIETNAM MAP. 

I Bill me only 98<E plus shipping and handling for the 3 books. I agree to the 
Club plan presented in this ad, and understand that I need buy just 4 more 

I books at regular low Club prices any time I want during the next 2 years. 
No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 3 selections, I 

I may return the books within 10 days at Club expense. My membership 
will be cancelled and I will owe nothing. No matter what 1 decide, I may 
■ keep my FREE BOOK and FREE MAP. 


PLUS 

FULL COLOR 
19" x 25" 

FREE VIETNAM 
MAP 

FREE 

with membership 


FREE BOOK 
#1289 





Note: If you already own Marine Sniper , please choose another title for your 
FREE BOOK. 

Mr. 

Mrs- 

Ms. 

Address_ 


(please print) 


_ Apt. NO. 


_ State _ 


- Zip- 


I City- 

| If under 18, parent must sign_ 

L Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced - 
from Canada where offer is slightly different. 91-M088 | 
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G et exxon 

OUT OF 
NICARAGUA... 

A coalition of political, 
educational and 
religious groups 
representing several 
million Americans has 
announced a national 
campaign to demand 
Exxon Corporation end 
its operations in 
Nicaragua. According to 
Peter Flaherty, a 
spokesman for the 
coalition and chairman 
of Citizens for Reagan, 
“We now witness the 
bizarre spectacle of an 
American company 
refining Soviet fuel to 
power Soviet 
helicopters, tanks and 
trucks to defeat 
U.S.-supplied forces in 
our own hemisphere. 
For its services, Exxon 
receives special favors 
from the communist 
government, while at 
the same time the rest 
of the private sector in 
Nicaragua is under 
assault by the 
Sandinistas. Exxon’s 
continued presence in 
Nicaragua is a shameful 
case of corporate 
irresponsibility and 
shows complete 
disregard for the 
national interests of the 
United States.” 

If you’re as outraged 
about Exxon’s support 
of the Sandinista regime 
as we are, call the 
Exxon Caribbean/ 
Central America office 
at (305) 441-6000 or 
headquarters at (212) 
333-6900. 

A group of 
conservative organ¬ 
izations, including 
Citizens for Reagan, has 
established an “Exxon 
Out of Nicaragua” 
hotline. Call them at 
(800) 851-3415. 

Serious cage rattling 
from potential and 
current stockholders 
goes a long way. 


BULLETI 

BOARD 



S OF’S OWN GETS 

HIS LITERARY DUE... 

SOF staffer Colonel Alexander McColl (the only 
man you’re likely to meet who’s a graduate of 
Harvard Law School, the U.S. Army War College 
and the SOG jump school that used to be at Long 
Thanh) is about to become a published novelist. 

His first book, entitled Valley of Peril, is the June 
1987 selection of the SOF Adventure Book series, 
published with SOFs blessing by Tor Books. The 
yam is based on his adventures in 1967-68 as 
Senior Adviser in Dong Xuan District, Phu Yen 
Province, South Vietnam. 

Major General John K. Singlaub (U.S. Army, 
retired) has written the book’s introduction; the two 
worked together when Singlaub was Chief SOG in 
1968. 

If you want a rattling good read this summer, 
look for Valley of Peril on your local newsstand. 



H onor 
roll. .. 

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund contributors: 
SFC Manuel A. DeSilva; Richard “Doc” Woolfe; 
Terry Adams; Thomas N. Traylor; Dale R. Smither; 
Robert A. Neal; Steve Layman; Conner Viant; In 
memory of Airman Jeffrey J. Beckham, USAF; Steve 
Freeman; Tim Voss; R. Ken Poole; Gary Olivieri. 
Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund contributors: 
Grayson Levy, Russ Frey. 

Numerous donors requested their names not be 
printed. 


C ONTRA 

NEWSLETTER... 

The Nicaraguan Democratic Force 
(Fuerza Democratica Nicaraguense, 
or FDN), which supports the major 
U.S.-backed guerrilla force operating 
inside Nicaragua, has established a 
newsletter, entitled FDN Boletin, 
covering the activities of the FDN 
and the Nicaraguan anti-communist 
freedom fighters generally. 

The publication will appear 
monthly, and subscriptions will cost 
$12 per year. To subscribe, send 
your check to: FDN Boletin, P.O. 
Box 952, Kenner, LA 70063. 

The FDN has also established a 
nonprofit organization called the 
Nicaraguan Development Council 
(which can be reached at the same 
address), donations to which are tax 
deductible. 

Bear in mind that: 1) the $100 
million in aid appropriated by 
Congress last year is not enough, 
and 2) there are a lot of necessary 
projects, such as keeping the 
American people informed on the 
struggle to free Nicaragua, that 
cannot properly be sustained with 
government funds. This is your 
chance to support a worthy cause 
and write it off on your Schedule A. 


S andinista 

CAFFEINE FIX... 

If you happen to be a leftist wimp 
who has grown weary of having to 
boycott everything from American 
cheese to South African gold, here’s 
something you can be for — 
Nicaraguan coffee. 

Seems that drinking Danny 
Ortega’s bean juice has become the 
“very thing” among the radical chic 
set. According to The New York 
Times, it’s being sold out of church 
basements and food cooperatives 
around the country and being 
snapped up by buyers “making a 
political statement” (presumably the 
sort Tokyo Rose used to make). 

All of which is quite legal, it turns 
out, thanks to a loophole in the 
two-year-old trade embargo 
President Reagan imposed on the 
communist Sandinista government. 
The embargo stipulates that 
Nicaraguan products can be allowed 
into the country if they are 
“substantially transformed” in a third 
country, which in the case of 
Nicaraguan coffee means roasting, 
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Quartermasters^ 

action 


ASAT™ BOONIE 

Available in ASAT Tan or Grey 
with 214" high visibility brim, 
screened vents, adjustable chin 
strap. Colors: (23) Tan ASAT 
v or (24) Grey ASAT Sizes : 

ft* (700 )S, (728)M, 

f % % (748)L, (768)XL 

' /' G69234 

W y Introductory 
Offer $9.95 

||% ASAT TAN CAMO 
if % COAT-TROUSER 
O COMBO 

JJ* Black and brown on 

f i ASAT tan background 

faf delivers max’ed out 

H 4 effectiveness. Any sea- 

|l/ son, all terrain. 

9 BAC6 Tan Coat $31.95 

Reg. £44*95 

' BAT6 Tan Trouser $31.95 

L Reg. £44795 


' SOF 
PRICE 
ONiy 
$ 49.99 


Gargoyles Solar Eye Armor Has Passed Rigorous Worldwide Army 
Field Tests With Flying Colors. Now It's Your Turn! 

Gorgcyles Solar Eye Armor technology is I ight years ahead with a 
stylish polycarbonate WrapBack™ LensFrame™ thatweighsIVfroz. 
yet packs 50 times greater impact strength than glass. The tough lens 
can take a 12-gauge shotgun blast at 20 yards, and repeated 
impacts ofa .177 caliber pellet traveling at 290 MPH. Contoured 
WtepBack single unit lens and frame delivers 210° of clear vision vs. 
160° with old fashioned “flat" sunglasses. Other features: Blockage 
of 83% morewind and glare and 100% of harmful ultraviolet rays. 
Non-fogging. Blind spot free. Non-slip elastometric nose bridge. 
Nickel silver adjustable temples in matte black chrome finish. Hard 
plastic optional case bonded to a tough Cordura nylon outer shell 
with Vblcro^ closure and 2" belt slots also available. Gargoyles are 
stealing the show with our Armed Forces. So seta pair on your face 
today. Mister. That’s an order. 

Nil 666, Bronze Res»£54kOO 

Nil 555, Lunar Gray Res*$54kOO 

N11444, Blended Amber Reg* $54*00 

BRIGADE S SOLDIER OF FORTUNE PRICE $49.99 
N91456, Gargoyles Hard Case $9.99 


v ASAT GREY CAMO 
COAT-TROUSER 
i COMBO 

forest bark greys, 

i blacks and reds are 

perfect for late fall, 

V early winter hunting, 

gy Curious ASAT pattern 
W' makes you a sight 
. ? unseen even to wariest 
i game or fowl, 

J BAC13 GreyCoat $31.95 
f Re<?.j*h*5 

BAT12 Grey Trouser $31.95 
Reg. SATtYS* 

SIZE CHART 

ASAT BDU’s are available in these sizes 

Coats: (2)S, (3)M, (4)L, (5)Xl, (6)XXL. 
Trousers: (2)S. (3)M, (4)L, (5)XL, (6)XXL. 


^ M ACTUAL SIZE 

1 W' dosed, the M icro Switchblade tut ks neatly into hat band, clothing or shoe for 
quick access. Identical tn detail and quality to a larger model, and equally wicked in 
its own peculiar way. 1 * blade locks into place at push ofa button. Key ring attach¬ 
ment on the end is perfect for hand leverage action lanyard. [3 02.1 M41311 $14,99 

Order by phone 8:45 AM/9:30 PM, Mondays-Fridays, 10 AM-4 PM Saturdays. Use 
VISA MasterCard, American Express, or Diner’s Club credit cards. Our 110% Mistake- 
proof Guarantee^ assures you of TOTAL satisfaction. 

FREE BRIGADE ACTION GEAR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT CATALOGUE. 

When ordering, request Brigade Quartermasters' new ACTION GEAR Catalogue illus¬ 
trating hundreds of unique and hard-to-find MILITARY SURVIVAL, SURPLUS, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, and ADVENTURE clothing and equipment items, including a wide 
selection of cutlery, optics, camouflage, and tactical accessories. 


Quartermasters 

ACTION 


ORDER FAST BY PHONE: 404/428-1234 






processing and packaging in either 
the Netherlands or Canada. 

If it’s any comfort, at least the 
parlor pinkos are paying the same 
sort of prices for their strange brew 
that they might expect to pay if they 
were buying Dutch coffee in a 
Marxist country. 

A seller in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, called Equal 
Exchange — it bills itself as “an 
alternative trade group” — charges 
$7 a pound for Danny’s blend, more 
than twice what you would pay in a 
supermarket for capitalist grounds. 


R eunions and 

ANNOUNCEMENTS... 

4th Marine Division 
Association 40th Reunion is 

scheduled for 24-28 June in 
Baltimore, Maryland. Contact: 
Norman Grammer, 7900 Babikow 
Rd., Baltimore, MD 21237, (301) 
686-9396. 

22nd Bomb Group (M/H), 5th 
AF (WWII), Hqs., 2nd, 19th, 
33rd, 408th Bomb Squadrons 

have scheduled the 38th Annual 
Reunion 22-26 July in Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin. Contact: Jack Clark, Box 
4734, Patrick AFB, FL 32925, (305) 
636-5004. 

11th Armored Cavalry veterans 
of Vietnam and Cambodia second 
reunion is scheduled for 7-8 August 


in Washington, D.C. Contact: 
Reunion Committee, do Ron 
Ballweg, 1217 Hilltop Dr., 

Annapolis, MD 21401, (301) 
974-0547. 

First Special Service Force 

reunion is scheduled for 13-15 
Augustin London, Ontario. Contact: 
Bill Story, 11815 Quarter Horse Ct., 
Oakton, VA 22124, (703) 

620-5990. 

Nebraska Vietnam Veteran 
Reunion is scheduled for 14-16 
August in Grand Island, Nebraska. 
Contact: Jerry Kinney, 1740 
Superior, Lincoln, NE 68521. 

59th Air Police Squadron 
reunion is scheduled for 7 9 August 
in Memphis, Tennessee. Contact: 
Charles Arendall, P.O. Box 27336, 
Memphis, TN 38127, (901) 
353-4467. 

River Patrol Force (Task Force 
116) reunions are scheduled for 
14-15 August in Norfolk, Virginia, 
and 10-11 November in Albany, 
Oregon. Contact: John Williams, 

P.O. Box 5523, Virginia Beach, VA 
23455, (804) 464-2312. 


T rue face 

OF GLASNOST ... 

The Soviet Union may be trying 
to clean up its image in some parts 
of the world, but when it comes to 
Afghanistan the Soviets have shown 
little inclination to forgo mass 
murder. 

According to the Afghanistan 
Relief Committee, since 1978 (when 


the civil war began) a million 
Afghans have been killed, 5.5 
million have fled the country and 
another two million, fleeing Soviet 
attacks, have become internal 
refugees. 

At least half a million Afghans are 
currently facing starvation due to a 
deliberate Soviet policy of 
devastating the country’s arable 
land. Last winter, 85 percent of the 
Afghan infants in the hard-hit 
Panjsher Valley died because of 
the war. 

Afghanistan Relief Committee, 
headed by former U.N. ambassador 
Jeane Kirkpatrick and author James 
A. Michener, aids Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan and supports a number of 
medical relief agencies, including 
Freedom Medicine (which trains 
Afghans as paramedics) and Doctors 
Without Borders (a Paris-based 
organization that supports medical 
teams in-country). 

Contributions can be sent to 
Afghanistan Relief Committee, Inc., 
Room 4100, 345 Park Avenue, New 
York, NY 10154. 


T hais go after 

OPIUM WARLORD... 

Thai Special Forces are taking 
another crack at ridding the Golden 
Triangle of opium warlord Khun Sa, 
and this time they may have a 
slightly better chance of success. 

The reason? For the first time, 
Burma appears to have given the 
Thais tacit approval to cross the 
border in pursuit of the world-class 
doper and his private army (at least 
that is what the Thais are claiming). 

Khun Sa’s HQ is on the Burmese 
side of the border, in Burma’s Shan 
state, where a Thai attack drove him 
in 1982. 

Khun Sa seems to have annoyed 
the Thais sufficiently to provoke their 
latest drive against him by holding a 
press conference at his headquarters 
last winter. 

Burmese forces were also reported 
having a go at him. 

Needless to say, the United States 
heartily approves. 

Don’t expect a cakewalk, 
however. Jane's Defence Weekly 
reports that Golden Triangle dopers 
have obtained a supply of SAM-7s, 
and as a result the Thai air force is 
using F-5s in air strikes against them 
instead of the more vulnerable 
OV-10C Broncos it had originally 
assigned to the operation. ^ 
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(G) RHODESIAN -g g; . 

ARMY BERET [771 / 

BADGE. Familiar ULl . 

rocking lion. Gold- £uU 

plated. Authentic in 

styling and repre- f 

sents a legion of _ 

soldiers who exhibit 

fierce loyalty and intense dedication to freedom, 
SF02-1564.$9.97 


IMITED QUANTITIES! 
ORDER NOWl 


f~l fV $5-00 j|ov * <**vi**4 c+i*£o$ 


STATE_ZIP_ PHONE I ) 


Chg. j 

Card No.: 

Exp. 

Issuing 

Date: 

Bank: 


1 —r I Am At Least 

Signature: 

1—! Eighteen Yearn Old. 




NEW OFFICIAL U. 

(H) U.S. ARMY BAYONET by Buck 
Knives. Be among the privileged first and 
few to own the Army’s new high-tech 
bayonet. Designed by Phiobis III. Also a 
great survival knife. HANDLE: DuPont 
ST801, glass filled, easy grip, with cross 
guard. BLADE: Forged steel, “zone heat- 
treated” with Rockwell hardness of 56-58. 
Holds its edge. Sawtoothed back edge cuts 
wood, metal, rope, and ice. SHEATH: High 
impact plastic with nylon webbing straps. 
Combines with knife to make a wire cutter. 
Hidden sharpening stone on the back and 
screwdriver at the bottom. ACCESSORY 
POUCH: Attaches to the sheath by Velcro® 
straps. Holds accessories or pocket knives 
such as the Bucklite III (at right). 

SF07-2091 July/Aug. Delivery .... $129.95 


ARMY BAYONET 


BUCKLITE III 

(Fits Accessory Pouch At Left) 

(J) O.D. BUCKLITE III. High chrome, 
high carbon rust resistant steel blade. 
Amazingly light Secret is the Valox™ handle 
which is made of high-test thermoplastic. 
Blade length, 3%". Closed length, 4 7 /e". 
SF07-1988.$22.95 


RARE RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE 


This rare Rhodesian 
African and Angolan Spek 
survivalists and everyo^n 
pattern. It’s all made in 
8 oz. twill and a fully ri 
Legally in the country b< 


paftern camo wear is currently used by South 
ial Forces. It’s now available for adventurers, 
e interested in this hard-to-find disruptive 
ISouth Africa with heavyweight 100% cotton 
pinforced construction. Limited availability, 
ore 1986 U.S. sanctions. 


ie|f( 

(A) FIELD COAT. Features a zipper front with a snap flap for wind protection; 
four button-down bellows cargo pockets; drawstring at waist for a snug fit; 
Velcro® cuffs; and button epaulets. Select from sizes: S(39-42), M(43-46), 
L(47-50), and XL(5l-54). 

SF01-1230...$84.95 

(B) FIELD PANTS. Velcro® waist closure with side adjustment 
tabs, 2 patch hip pockets, 2 button-down bellows cargo pockets, 
drawstring at leg bottoms, and a YKK zipper fly. Accepts 
belts up to 2 l 4" wide. Sizes: S(30-32), M(33-35), L(36-38), 
and XL(39-40). Only in regular lengths (33" inseam). 

SF01-1231.$44.95 

(C) BUSH HAT. “Boonie“ style hat with a ammo- 
band. Select from sizes: S(6 3 /4-6 7 /a), M(7-7V&), 

WVi-7%), and XL(7V2-7 3 / 4 ). 

SF08-1011...$15.95 3 

(D) BUSH SHIRT. Fatigue style, 5-button front. 

Features Velcro® cuffs. 2 breast pockets and 1 

epaulets. Long sleeves. Choose from sizes: S(38-40), 

M(42-44), L(46-48) f and XL(50-52). 

SF01-1232..$44.95 

(E) BUSH SHORTS. Developed for bush warfare, but 
can be worn at leisure. 2 patch hip pockets, 2 cargo pockets, 

2 slash front pockets, YKK zipper fly, Velcro® waist closure plus 
side adjustment tabs. Accepts belts up to 214" wide. Select from 
sizes: S(28-30), M(32-34), L(36-38), and XL(40-42). 

SF04-1197...$39.95 

(F) T-SHIRT. Made of 50% cotton and 50% polyester. Select 
from sizes: S, M, L, XL, and XXL. 

SF04-0960 .$14.95 P® 

ORDERALL 
6 PIECES (A-F) 

TAKE OFF 

$25.00 


CHARGE CARD ORDERS 

Toll Free! 800-626-6171 

Kmntueky Custom*™ Call [502) 351-1164 


!:‘ r -V w * ekday ’ 9 B E S T 

mSam TUMP ■ > Saturdays 9-S E.S. T. 


I Our Waiting List 

Is Growing Dally. 
Expect Delivery 
In July/Aug. 


uetour-^ 

WORLD S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 


1375 N. WILSON ROAD RADCUFF. KENTUCKY 40160 

PHONE (SOU 351-1164 


ITEM PRICE {EXTENDED 

QTY- NUMBER SIZE COLOR EACH | PRICE 


• Check 


• Money Order 


Subtotal 
•Shipping 
& Handling 
KY Residents 
Add 5% Sales Tax 

TOTAL 


NAME (print) 


ADDRESS 









































COMBAT 

O^VEAPONCRAFT 

by Bruce Nelson 


Undercover Concealment 



It happens in a heartbeat. The dis¬ 
tance is usually not much beyond 
arm’s reach. You are often alone. 

Each year, countless undercover 
law enforcement officers, most of them 
working narcotics, face this special 
kind of gunfight. Many wonder how 
they can improve their chances of 
being the one who walks away alive. 
While safe undercover work begins 
long before contact with the suspect is 
made, lethal force is usually what de¬ 
termines who wins a close encounter. 

Therefore, in undercover police 
work, effective concealment of your 
handgun is imperative. This is especial¬ 
ly true for narcotics work, since experi¬ 
enced dealers are always on the look¬ 
out for a hidden weapon on their cus¬ 
tomer. Hiding your handgun wouldn’t 
be much of a problem if it weren’t for 
one simple fact: You also need quick 
access to your gun. 

As a holster maker, I get requests for 
concealment rigs that often put hand¬ 
guns in awkward, uncomfortable and, 
worst of all, inaccessible places. A fa¬ 
vorite among inexperienced cops is a 
holster that places the gun in the mid¬ 
dle or small of the back. This is unwise 
placement because it makes the draw 
slow and awkward (it is nearly impossi¬ 
ble to draw your pistol while seated in a 
chair that has a back, such as in a car) 
and it is annoying to have a holstered 
gun jammed into your spine for hours 
at a time. Most importantly for under¬ 
cover work, this carry position is not 
very concealable. Consider, for in¬ 
stance, how often you need to bend 
forward to examine the contraband 
you are buying. Under these circum¬ 
stances even small handguns will tend 
to “print” through your clothing. 

The carry position that solves these 
problems is inside the pants, forward of 
the hip. With a proper holster, draw 
speed is practically the same whether 
standing or sitting. When the pistol is 
drawn from under a shirt worn outside 
the pants and swept up by the non-gun 
hand, the draw is almost as fast as 
when unconcealed. Overall conceal¬ 
ment of the weapon is enhanced be¬ 
cause bending forward causes the pis¬ 
tol to press into the body. 

Of course, there are other con¬ 
cealed-carry options. Perhaps the least 
successful of these is the shoulder hol¬ 
ster. A shoulder holster works fine if 
you are wearing a coat. But for under¬ 
cover work you need more versatility 
in your wardrobe — sport coats and 
winter jackets are out of the question 
when working under the hot sun. Even 
when fitted very tight and flat against 
your body, shoulder harnesses tend to 
show through light clothing. Many 
people try to wear a harness next to the 
skin with a loose-fitting shirt for con¬ 
cealment, but this severely limits the 


Inside-the-belt concealed cany with 
holster positioned forward of the hip 
keeps weapon accessible whether 
sitting or standing and does not 
diminish draw speed. 


size of the handgun that can be carried. 
And trying to draw through the buttons 
on your shirt is dangerously slow and 
uncertain. 

A more successful method, useful in 
extremely warm climates, is the ankle 
holster. It allows you to get by with 
wearing a T-shirt, and few people ever 
look at someone’s ankles for a con¬ 
cealed weapon. The trade-off here is 
an unavoidable slow draw and a draw 
method that requires some physical 
agility. A more important drawback is 
that ankle holsters also restrict the size 
of the gun you can carry. 

Although simplicity and resistance to 
dirt and pocket-fuzz seem to favor the 
revolver, there is one very good reason 
to use an auto for concealment: width. 
The cylinder on a .44 Mag six-shot is 
about 1.75 inches, while the standard 
1911 Colt 45 is closer to 1.25 inches 
and the Heckler & Koch P7PSP is 1.1 
inches. In terms of hiding any of those 
under clothes, it is obvious that the 
thinner weapon will not make the 
same kind of impression on clothing 
that the thicker one will. Additionally, 
longer barrels for slower-burning pow¬ 
ders, hammer-spurs and a design re¬ 
quirement for the cylinder to ride 
above the hand in the pistol’s frame 
make nearly all revolvers harder to 
hide than standard large-frame autos. 

Just as important to concealment as 


holster design and weapon size is 
clothing selection. Shirts and jackets 
should be of a large or full cut. Pants 
need to be slightly larger in the waist to 
accommodate inside-the-pants hol¬ 
sters and fuller in the legs for ankle 
holsters. Belt loops must be wide 
enough to accommodate wide gun- 
belts. Opaque shirt fabric and dark col¬ 
ors prevent your weapon from show¬ 
ing through, and thick fabrics reduce 
the likelihood of a weapon signature 
when bending over or stretching. If 
you have special requirements for con¬ 
cealment, and can afford it, a tailor 
might have to make some fine adjust¬ 
ments to your clothing. 

Before you begin using your carry 
system, you must practice extensively. 
Be sure to select a holster that allows a 
solid, complete firing grip while the pis¬ 
tol is fully holstered. Drawing from 
concealment can be tricky and should 
not be attempted with an incomplete 
grip. Fumbled and dropped pistols are 
no help under fire. Carry spare 
ammunition whenever possible. If you 
get separated from your team, it 
doesn’t hurt to have at least one com¬ 
plete reload available. 

The bottom line is to make drawing 
your concealed weapon second na¬ 
ture. After you have arrived at the right 
undercover carry method for you, 
practice often and don’t change your 
system without good reason — stick 
with one method that you feel comfort¬ 
able with in all conditions. You can be 
sure the guy you’re up against has 
done his homework. You’ve got to be 
quicker than he is if you’re going to 
survive. * 
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n you’re determined to survive, 
you leave nothing to chance. 


In a survival situation, 
you w ant the most un¬ 
compromising weapon 
that money can buy. The 
HK 91 Semi- Automatic 
Assault Rifle from 
Heckler & Koch. 

The HK 91 was derived 
directly from the G3. Its 
delayed roller-locked bolt 
system reduces recoil to 
keep die gun on target. It 
exceeds the most stringent 
NATO accuracy require-: 
incuts—right out of the 
box. And HK’s re vo!u doll¬ 
ar y scope mounting system 
guarantees that you’re still 
zerocd-in every time you 
mount your scope. 

Easy to maintain and 
take apart, the HK 91 in 
cal. 308 and the HK 93 
in cal. 223 were both de¬ 
signed as parts of an inte¬ 
grated gun system. TheHK 
system of interchangeable 
parts and accessories enables 
these precision firearms to 
adapt quickly to changing 
tactical situations. 

Leading military oper¬ 
ations and law enforcement 
agencies around the world 
rely on firearms tliat bear 
the H&rK name. Your choice 
is equally clear. You can 
carry an ordinary weapon. 
Or own the most uncom¬ 
promising firearm 
in the world. 


* 

m/tL. 


See Your Authorized Dealer or Call (703) 631-2800. Ifl a WOrld of COmprOITliSe, SOITie dorft. 

H&K firearms arc designed to be as safe as possible at all times. But the safe handling and responsible use of a firearm are your responsibility. Head the owner’s manual carefully before using 
your gun. Keep all firearms in a safe place at all times. And consult your local police department for information on firearms instruction and gun ownership in your area. 









Ammunition for the M60 gpmg 

is issued in 100-round belts packed in a 
cardboard box which fits in a cloth 
bandoleer. Two of these bandoleers 
are packaged in the standard U.S. M19 
.30-caliber-size ammo can. A cloth car¬ 
rying strap is sewn to each bandoleer 
and a web strap is sewn on the side of 
the bandoleer for attachment to the 
gun — difficult enough to do in the 
barracks and next to impossible in a 
combat environment. The cardboard 
soon falls to pieces and the flimsy cot¬ 
ton bandoleer itself will rot and rip to 
shreds in just a few days in the tropical 
bush. 

Two superior pouches were origi¬ 
nally fielded. One was fabricated from 
rubberized oilcloth, the other of canvas 
with a heavy metal zipper on one side. 
They were attached to a holder riveted 
to the receiver. Unfortunately, the 
pouches were too large to permit the 
gun to left traverse on the M122 tripod 
(adopted in desperation after the M91 
tripod for this weapon self-destructed 
at Aberdeen Proving Ground). In addi¬ 
tion, the four alignment tabs on this 
holder would catch belts fired without 
the pouch and shut down the weapon. 
The tabs also broke off with alarming 
frequency. 

Yet, M60 belts should never be car¬ 
ried “Pancho Villa”-style across the 
chest as was the practice in Vietnam. 
The M13 links rust quickly and car¬ 
tridges often slip out of the link’s ex¬ 
tractor-groove tab, resulting in stop¬ 
pages. Like it or not (I don’t), the M60 
will be in our inventory for the foresee¬ 
able future. What to do? 

Capco Enterprises, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
3250 Pollux Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 
89102) has developed a plastic assault 
pack (patent pending) for the M60 that 
exhibits quite a bit more ingenuity than 
the machine gun it attaches to. Holding 
100 rounds, it can be fabricated from 
black or clear (to show the number of 
rounds remaining) plastic. Two will fit 
into the M19 ammo can. It can be 
installed or removed quickly from the 
bandoleer holder attached to the 
M60’s feed tray (at the place previous¬ 
ly occupied by two anti-friction rollers). 

There is a sliding lid and provision 
for attaching carrying straps. A longitu¬ 
dinal rib on the lid’s underside pre¬ 
vents unintentional removal and in¬ 
creases the pack’s structural integrity. 
The lid extends Vi inch over the box 
and tilts up and back by means of a 
hinge. Attachment to the gun will pop 
the lid open for feeding. SOF’s tests 
clearly demonstrated superior feeding 
in comparison with the current system. 
A metal clip permits two assault packs 
to be connected while attached to 
Load Bearing Equipment so the 
weapon may be fired with the packs 
mounted to the gunner’s hip (especial¬ 



ABOVE: MG-42 kit from Collectors 
Comer provides every spare part 
you’ll ever need, plus some tools 
you never knew existed. 

ly useful with the new M60E3). 

Sturdy and reusable, logic should 
mandate the immediate adoption by 
the U.S. Armed Forces of this decided 
improvement over the pathetic cloth 
bandoleer. Bungled procurement poli¬ 
cies in the past indicate this may not 
happen, but early testing by the USMC 
has been favorable. A limited quantity 
of pre-production series overruns are 
available to the public for $9.95 each. 

FN MAG 58 Accessories 

Armored vehicle personnel and heli¬ 
copter door gunners need spade grips 
and antiaircraft sights. Those lucky 
armies equipped with the Belgian FN 
MAG 58 will find that Fabrique 
Nationale has provided these acces- 


ABOVE: FN MAG 58 General 
Purpose Machine Gun (GPMG), 
caliber 7.62x51mm NATO, with ring 
sight and spade grips, is effective 
and reliable weapon system for 
helicopter door gunners and 
armored vehicle personnel. 

sories, designed with the same high 
quality and efficiency as its superb 
GPMG. 

FN’s ring-sight assembly clips rigidly 
onto the standard MAG 58 barrel, over 
the gas block, and can be installed or 
removed instantly. Both front and rear 
sights fold down when not in use so as 
not to obscure the standard ground 
sights. The rear sight, a large ring- 
aperture of conventional antiaircraft 
configuration with interrupted vertical 
lead bars, can be adjusted for windage 
zero. The front post, with a bead top, 
can be adjusted for elevation zero. 
Both are phosphate finished. The 
mounting bracket is black baked 
enamel over phosphate, 

FN’s spade grips replace the usual 
wood buttstock and incorporate a 
sealed buffer. They are used in con¬ 
junction with a special trigger lever en¬ 
cased in an aluminum housing at¬ 
tached to the standard pistol grip/trig¬ 
ger mechanism. When the trigger 
above the buffer on the spade grips is 
pressed downward, a spring-loaded 



FULL AUTO 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

Potpourri 


LEFT: Plastic assault pack for M60 
GPMG holds 100 rounds of linked 
ammo and offers much-needed 
alternative to cloth bandoleers 
which rot and fall to pieces after 
just a few days on jungle ops. 
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Price 


TOTAL 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 


THE DUTCHMAN 


USE COUPON 
BELOW OR 
CALL TOLL FREE 


1 - 800 - 821-5157 


Lets You See Them... 

Can’t See You 


The most sophisticated yet developed. Made for professional 
hunters to hear approaching animals at a great distance, the 
VanSleek has now been discovered by the security industry. 
On city terrain, sounds leap across blocks and streets. Guards 
are using VanSleek in prison yards to listen to convicts. The 
range of uses of the VanSleek Farfoon is astonishing and 
satisfaction is over-whelming. Receptivity plus. VanSleek is 
superior to direct receiver products... utilizes a built-in 3W 
parabolic dish for Sound Mirror effect previously only found 
on larger, more expensive units. Convenient size, small enough 
for use in tight places. Weighs about 2-lbs. Solid-state circuitry. 
Powered by 6 pen-light batteries for increased amplitude. 
S148.00 postpaid and worth it' 


SOUNDBUSTERS 

flfcs SHOOTER'S EAR™ 

$148 

POSTPAID 

Praised by SWAT teams/ 
police, serious shooters 
& sportsmen. 3 in 1 
ELECTRONIC hearing: 
Sound Amplifier, Sound 
Suppressor & Top Quality Ear Muffs. Stereo 
operation. “Off" gives conventional ear muffs. “On" 
lets two sensitive, powerful microphones in each 
muff detect low level sounds and AMPLIFY to 
normal hearing level; loud noises are 
SUPPRESSED to acceptable levels. Volume control 
knob for precise pickup. Powered by 9v battery, 
is lightweight and has one year warranty. $148.00 
postpaid. 


NOVA XR5000 
$63 POSTPAID 
50,000 VOLTS! 

The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun 
can protect you from attackers. 

STUN GUN will instantly "scramble” attacker’s 
nervous system causing immediate (temporary) 
paralysis! By simply touching your attacker 
anywhere, he will drop helpless even through 
many layers of clothing. STUN GUN is not lethal 
and is safe to user. Cannot transmit shock back 
to you. Requires a 9 volt nicad battery and 
charger $16.00. The Nova is sold with a leather 
holster for $63.00 postpaid. This is the authentic 
American made product. Beware of cheap 
imports now on the market. Put 50,000 volts 
in the palm of your hand, order today. 


The Dutchman 

Dept. 787 
P.O. Box 12548 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
MC/VISA COD Customers 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-821-SI57 


•Mil spec - replaces outdated Alice Type systems 
•Wbodland camo of lightweight ballistic nylon 
•Water repellent 
•Fastex buckle closure in front 
•Type IIA parachute cord lacing for adjustable side openings 
•Velcro & snap belt loops to attach pistol belt (belt not inc.) 
•Pockets: Handle two standard mil grenades & six Ml6 mags 
including double M16 mags. All have drain holes. 

•Shoulders padded w/oil/weather resistant foam covered w/nylon 
•Alice Type clips on top of shoulders attach packs 
•D rings on back attach other items 
•One size fits all - fully adjustable 
•Brand New 


$8.95 


Looks like an ordinary ball 
point pen, complete with 
pocket clip. But pull off the 
cap and you've got a potent 
punch of CS Tear GAS at 
your disposal. Wear 
PENalyzer in your shirt 
pocket and have unob¬ 
trusive security no matter 
where you are. 8g aresol 
shoots disabling blast 6 to 
8 feet. PENalyzer is tilled in 
France by one of the 
world’s oldest and largest 
manufacturers of chemi¬ 
cals and equipment for 
police/military appli¬ 
cations. Special Dutchman 
price of $8.95 each or six 
for $29.00 postpaid. Hurry, 
supplies are limited on this 
very unique product. 


THESE ARE NEWER GENERATION AN/PAS-5 UNITS JUST RELEASED TO THE AMERICAN 
MARKET. NOW SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH BLUE STREAK™ 110,000 CANDLEPOWER RESCUE 
LIGHT, SUPER 4Va” CONCAVE INFRA-RED FILTER (combined these create a superior light 
source), & MERCURY BATTERY (for other standard features read entire ad). WE ALSO HAVE 
AN/PVS-5 TRUE STARLIGHT GOGGLES (TWO TUBES) FOR JUST $2,300.00 POSTPAID. 


PENalyzer 

CS Tear Gas 


U.S. ARMY TACTICAL 


□ Used by U.S. forces in Viet Nam and refined by the Israeli 
Army for desert warfare and counter-terrorist campaigns. 
Our Israeli contact secured a number of these AN/PAS-5’s. 
They come direct from Israeli storerooms, are in excellent 
condition and are operation-ready. 

□ Now you can see them... but they can’t see you! You blend 
into the night — virtually INVISIBLE — yet your infrared 
goggles turn night into day. Put the ultimate in high-tech 
on your side. Ideal for surveillance, hunting, war games, 
police work, survival settings, home security, urban 
patrolling.. .the applications are endless. 

□ These AN/PAS-5's are designed for “hands free" operation, 
fit snug and comfortably on your head. Weight 11-oz. Here’s 
what you get: 1) AN/PAS-5 infrared goggle binoculars 2) 
close-up lens assembly 3) light restriction caps 4) operating 
manual 5) mercury battery 6) high impact carrying case 
7) super concave AW' infrared filter 8) Blue Streak 110,000 
candlepower Rescue Light with Krypton bulb 9) adjusting 
head strap assembly. Extra Mercury Batteries $5.00 each, 1-3/4” 
Filter $12.00, 5-3/8" Filter $16.00. 


ONLY $429 

POSTPAID 

□ Infrared systems can cost $$thousands. Here is your 
chance for just $429.00 postpaid to own a sophisticated 
infrared system COMPLETE with everything you need 
for operation — goggles, light source, filters, and more! 
Sorry, at these prices NO credit card or COD’s. Money 
orders and bank checks ONLY for this item. 


LOAD BEARING VEST 


$ 120 °° 

POSTPAID 


1st Time 
Available 


INFRARED GOGGLES TYPE BINOCULAR AN/PA 


INCREDIBLE 

NIGHT VISION 


to General 
Public 
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STILL ' 

of Tool Steel 

oHintli^ae By Custom Knifemaker 

CHRIS REEVE 




•? 


u 


12 custom models to choose from 
AVAILABLE NOW THRU YQUR LOCAL DEALER! 


For information contact: 

BLACKJACK KNIVES 

21620 Lassen St. 
Chatsworth, CA 9131*1 
(818) 718-7010 


Steiner... The Right Gear, The Right Man. 




I trust my Steiner’s. Night wilderness, scanning the bush without having to 
focus. A gigantic elk. Breathtaking brightness. Like someone turned the lights 
on. Brightness is everything, day or night, dawn or dusk. Steiners are many 
times brighter than the human eye. No focusing for distance over 20 yds. 
The world’s most advanced, brightest and lightest military binocular. Perfect 
for the hunter. Feels right, works right, looks right. 
In sporting goods, marine, photo stores. 


1 —trating Light Power 


8x30G 


7x50G 


Pioneer Marketing & Research 

U.S. Marketing Office for Steiner, W. Germany 
216 Haridon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108 
(609) 854-2424 * Dealers: (800) 257-7742 
In Canada: Steiner Qpfik Canaria, Inc. 
500 Ouellette Ave., Windsor, Ont., N9A 1B3 
(519) 258-7263 


lever fixed to its axis pin is rotated up 
and forward. This lever, in turn, lifts up 
the trigger lever which, rotating on its 
axis pin, drives a steel pin against the 
conventional trigger to fire the gun. 
A simple, effective and reliable 
mechanism. 

Qualified military end users should 
contact either Fabrique Nationale Her- 
stals.a. (Dept. SOF, Branche Defense 
etSecurite, B-4400, Herstal, Belgium) 
or FN Manufacturing, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 104, Columbia, SC 29202). 
MG-42 Kits 

Heartthrob of every German militar- 
ia collector, the MG-42 GPMG re¬ 
mains an excellent design. To this day 
it serves in the Yugoslav army, where it 
is known as the M53 — essentially un¬ 
modified and in its original caliber, 
7.92x57mm. Manufactured by Zavodi 
Crvena Zastava, Kragujevac, M53 
parts are completely interchangeable 
with those of the German MG-42. 

Tragically, the hundreds of MG-42s 
in U.S. collectors’ hands are mostly a 
fatigued, tired lot. Forty-five years of 
trash ammo and mismatched compo¬ 
nents have not helped. Sears and bolts 
rarely meet with full-face engagement 
and runaway guns are common. Firing 
pins break with irritating regularity, and 
the use of cut-down BAR firing pins 
and rusty nails as replacements results 
in premature ignition and destroyed 
receivers and top covers. At gun 
shows, collectors fight over MG-42 
parts like a pack of mad dogs. 

Collectors Comer (Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 687, Chardon, OH 44024) has a 
limited quantity of brand-new M53 
gunner’s kits that consist of the follow¬ 
ing useful and essential items, all 
stuffed in a canvas case with leather 
trim and carrying strap: complete bolt 
assembly; additional spare bolt parts 
(two ejector actuator rods, one ejector 
rod, two extractor claws, two extractor 
springs, one extractor keeper and two 
firing pins); a funky extractor removal 
tool; chamber cleaning tool; ruptured 
case extractor; disassembly wrench; 
muzzle booster scraper tool; hot barrel 
pad; chamber brush; three-piece, 
brass-tipped steel cleaning rod with 
two brushes; large oil can; large solvent 
can; small brass oil can; a bundle of 
cleaning fiber and a canvas receiver 
cover. The price for this entire assem¬ 
blage is only $450. The bolt compo¬ 
nents alone are easily worth that. 

Collectors Comer also has a few sets 
of brand-new spare magazines issued 
for the Yugoslav M49/57 submachine 
gun. These 35-round, curved, box 
magazines can be used, without mod¬ 
ification, in the Soviet PPSh41 SMG. 
The sets include an all-leather pouch 
with carrying strap containing four 
magazines, loading tool, two-piece 

Continued on page 77 
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= FI REWORKS 

You've Earned the Right to Celebrate Freedom 



A-016 New Yankee Doodle Ass’t. 


What better way to show off your true colors than 
with Blue Angel Firework’s Spectacular New Assortments 

NOW available directly 


A-031 Roman Candle Ass’t. 


thru Soldier of Fortune 

magazine. 


Over 600 pieces to light! $29.95 52 ot * he BEST! %£ $29.95 


PLUS 


FREE 

44 PACE 
COLOR 
CATALOG 


A-032 Tube Ass’t. 



A Dozen of the most 
POPULAR! 


#45300 jumbo Rocket Ass’t. 


A-033 Missile Ass’t. 



Void where 
prohibited. 
California 
shipments 
restricted. 


BEST BARGAIN YET! 
70 MISSILES 

Worth Well Over $40.00 


YOUR (tOQ QC 
PRICE yj 


A GIANT BAG filled with dozens of 

THE GREATEST ROCKETS! 


YOUR AQ QC YOUR (tT7 QC Minimum order 1 Bag 

PRICE price 4>4/ . JJ Case - 9 Bags $189.00 

CALL: US 1-800/BLU-ANGEL . US 1-800/258-2643 • OH 1-800/362-1034 

PI^SB_menttorj_cpd0_SOF77 lor faster sendee. 


BUIE ANGR FIREWORKS 

P.Q. Box 26, Dept. SOF77 
Columbiana, Ohio 44408 


No. 

Quan. 

DESCRIPTION 

Price Case Price 

Total 

A-016 


New Yankee Doodle Ass’t. 

29.95 

29.95 


A-031 


Roman Candle Ass’t. 

29.95 

29.95 


A-032 


Tube Ass’t. 

49.95 

49.95 


45300 


Jumbo Rocket Ass’t. 

27.95 

189.00 


A-033 


Missile Ass’t. 

29.95 

29.95 




1987 Color Catalog 

FREE 


FREE 

BLUE ANGEL FIREWORKS 

P.O. Box 26, Dept. SOF77 

Columbiana, Ohio 44408 

Sub Total 


Handling Chg. 

2.50 

Shipping Chg. 


TOTAL 



SHIPPING INFO:UPS Charges: $5.00 for every $50.00 of merchandise. Ship ONLY Truck To: AK, 
AZ, DE, HI, LA, MA, ME, OR, NH, NV, NJ, OK, Rl, VT, MD, N.Y. City, Chicago, Philadelphia, Long 
Island, some other cities and some N.Y. state zip codes. We cannot ship to CA, GA, CT, TX or post 
office boxes. Orders can be shipped to relatives in adjoining states. CALL US TOLL FREE FOR 
DELIVERY INFORMATION. 


Name _ 

Address _ .-__---— 

City - 

State _____ Zip- 

Phone-- 

PAYMENT - CHECK ONE: 

□ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ AMERICAN EXPRESS 

Card No. _ Exp. Date_ 

□ Certified Check or Money Order 

I._hereby state, agree and promise as a 

condition of this sale, that I have and will comply with the laws of the state 
of destination of the merchandise offered for sale. I also agree that I have 
or will obtain any necessary permits required by law and will use or sell 
this merchandise in strict compliance with all applicable laws. Federal, 
State. County, City or Municipality. The BLUE ANGEL CO. will net be 
responsible in any legal action for injury, or loss of merchandise due to 
any legal violations occurring in transportation, handling, storage, use or 
sale of these fireworks. I understand that as a condition of this sale, 
fireworks are dangerous, and I assume all risks regarding them. I 
understand that I must be 18 years of age or over. 

Signature_ 

This Offer Void Where Prohibited By Law. 
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BATTLE 
BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 

Knife Care & Repair 




Take care of your favorite blade 
and it will take care of you. With 
knives, as with other things, a little pre¬ 
ventive maintenance goes a long way 
toward keeping minor problems from 
becoming major headaches. It simply 
makes sense to take care of your 
equipment 

With this in mind, here are a few 
fixes for some of the glitches that may 
afflict your knife from time to time. 

Above all, keep your knife sharp. It 
works a lot better that way, and your 
appreciation of it is enhanced if it is 
working at a high level of efficiency. 

Don’t throw your knife. If you do, 
sooner or later you will snap the point 
off, knock the guard loose, or crack or 
loosen the handle — or all of the 
above. 

Keep your knife dry and don’t put it 
in a wet sheath. Wet sheaths cause 
blades to rust, even those made of 
stainless steel. A little oil or diesel fuel 
on the blade will work wonders in pre¬ 
serving its finish. 

So much for the dos and don’ts. 
Now, what do you do about such 
things as loose and cracked handles, 
rusted and pitted blades, broken points 
and nicked edges? Frankly, there are 
some things you can repair yourself 
and some you can’t. Some of the 
things you can fix will depend in great 
part on where you are and what tools 
you have at your disposal. It should be 
obvious that a man with a fully 
equipped knifemaking shop can 
accomplish more than if he has only a 
file and a lot of inspiration. 

Some repairs are easy. Small cracks 
in a handle can be tended to quite 
simply. Force grinding dust or fine fil¬ 
ings down into the crack with a straight 
pin. Then apply Super Glue to the 
filled crack. Don’t use the regular or 
five-minute variety of epoxy here, as 
both are too thick to really get down 
into small cracks. Also, you need to be 
sure to use some kind of dust for filler, 
otherwise the Super Glue won’t hard¬ 
en under the surface. Three or four 
minutes after application, file off the 
excess with a small file and sand with 
fine sandpaper of about 220- or 240- 
grit. If you have a buffer, you can buff 
out the fine sanding scratches. If not, 
steel wool works well enough. 

How about big cracks? If the handle 
itself is not loose, these too can be filled 
via the grinding-dust and Super Glue 
method. Just be sure that you have 
dust forced all the way to the bottom of 
the crack, and do this type of repair in 
stages, a bit at a time. The layer ap¬ 
proach is the ticket here and, done 
slowly and in stages, allowing each 
layer to dry completely, a surprisingly 
large crack can be permanently filled. 

What if the handle is loose? Maybe 
you can fix it yourself and maybe not If 


Some knife problems can easily be 
fixed, some can’t. 


the handle is of full-tang construction, 
you might be able to peen the rivets or 
pins tighter and dress the hammer marks 
out with a file and sandpaper. If not, you 
need to send the knife back to the folks 
who made it for their attention. 

A handle with a concealed tang rarely 
gives trouble, but if it does, and if it is 
equipped with a retaining nut on the 
pommel, you have a chance at fixing it 
Remove the nut and fit a shim or washer 
under the pommel. If this takes out the 
slack, fine. If not, and if you can’t snug 
the handle back up by tightening the 
retaining nut, box up the knife and return 
it for professional repair. 

A knife with a concealed tang and no 
retaining nut at the back of the handle 
is best returned to the maker if the 
handle comes loose. There are several 
ways these handles are attached, and 
the folks who make this style of knife 
don’t all necessarily use the same 
method of securing the handle. 

What about rust on the blade? This 


fix is fairly easy. If you are out in the 
field for an extended period and this 
problem crops up, simply go to the 
nearest creek or river for some sand 
and rub the blade with it until the rust 
comes off. Note that I said rub the 
blade with the sand. Don’t stab the 
blade into the ground to try to achieve 
the same thing, for two reasons: One, 
you will dull the blade, and two, if there 
is a rock beneath the surface, you will 
probably hit it and bend or break the 
point of the knife. 

Be advised that the sand will scratch 
the blade somewhat and the knife will 
not be as pretty after this treatment, but 
this is preferable to heavy rust. 

If you are home or in the shop and 
have a rust problem, get some 600-grit 
sandpaper. It works better if a small 
strip is used on a file and the blade 
rubbed with the file supporting the 
sandpaper. After the rust is removed, 
you will find the 600-grit finish a 
smooth surface that is easy to buff if 
you have access to a buffing wheel. 

Nicks in the edge can be taken out 
with a good 6-inch file and a coarse 
carborundum stone. The Norton peo- 


16 80LDIER OF FORTUNE 


JULY 87 




Basic Multi Function 


The Hottest Knife of 1986 

Available from Cutlery Shoppe 
with or without sawteeth 


• W thick blade 

• Full tang construction 

• 13W overall, 8" blade 

• Dupont Hypalon handle 

• Cordura jump sheath 

• Diamond sharpening stone 

• Jeweled compass 


#5910 - With Sawteeth 
Retail $160.00 - Our Price 

#5920 - Without Sawteeth 
Retail $150.00 - Our Price 


$ 119.95 

$ 119.95 


GERBER 




Here it ls...Gerber’s follow-up to the 
smashing success of their BMF model. 

The LMF is 10%* overall, with 6" 
drop-point blade, and .250" blade thick¬ 
ness. Like the BMF, the LMF features a 
high comfort non-slip Hypalon® grip and 
heavy duty full-tang construction to take 
the punishment of rugged use. The 
stainless steel blade is hardened to 54- 
56 Rockwell. 

The Cordura® LMF sheath utilizes the 
new Bianchi military spec belt fastener. 


#5940 - With Sawteeth 
Retail $125.00 - Our Price 

#5942 - Without Sawteeth 
Retail $115.00 - Our Price 


$ 99.95 

$ 91.95 



The Ultimate Collection of the most 
needed implements ever assembled on 
a folding pocketknife. Starting with all 
the implements on the Champion, plus a 
wood chisel, ballpoint pen, pliers, wire 
cutter and a mini screwdriver in the 
corkscrew — 29 tools in all! Choice of 
red or black. 

A ‘Must Have'Iteml 
Retail $69.95.Our Price $54.95 

Belt Sheath Survival Kit 

SOS Kit, black leather sheath includes 
Swiss Champ® knife, compass, ruler, 
needles & thread, sharpening stone, 
mechanical pencil & survival aids. 

Retail $99.95.Our Price $79.95 



M9 Bayonet 

Designed by Phrobis III and manufac¬ 
tured by Buck Knives, this is the new 
Official U. S. Army Bayonet. The Army 
made a good choice in the M9—it's a 
sturdy bayonet and also a great field 
knife. Forged steel 7 W blade, 12Vi* 
overall, with a sawtooth back edge, on- 
sheath wire-cutter and a built-in bottle 
opener. Includes a high quality DuPont 
plastic sheath with new Bianchi belt fas¬ 
tener and sharpening stone. 

Cutlery Shoppe Is now taking orders 
for an estimated July / August 1987 
delivery. Well do our best to supply all 
orders A.S.A.P. (first in—first out), but 
we’re not kidding when we tell you to 
ORDER NOW if you want delivery 
anytime soon. 

Retail $159.95 .. Our Price $119.95 


9 A t*Trri 



We’ve got the full Cold Steel line. 
Call for Best PricesI 


^ Leatherman® 
%. Pocket 

Tool 

FULL SIZE V Full size with 

FULL STRENGTH belt sheath 



Retail $45.00_Our Price $29.95 



Buck Titanium™ 


Handle and built-in belt clip are entirely 
constructed of ultra-light Titanium that 
can be field stripped and reassembled 
easily with the attached hex wrench. 
3blade, 5" closed length. 

Retail $109.95, . . Our Price $79.95 


— —ft. s. 



Smith Multi-Hone 

High quality oil-bath stone kit with 8” 
coarse, medium, fine and extra-fine 
stones. 

Retail $80.00.... Our Price $54.95 



Dept. SF, Suite 3, 7512 Lemhi, Boise, ID 83709 ADD SHIPPING: $3 to 48-states; $7 to APO’s, FPO’s, Alaska, Hawaii & Canada; $6 C.O.D. charge; 
checks allow 21 days to clear. Send $1 (or make a purchase) to receive our NEW 1987 KNIFE CATALOG and get on our SPECIAL SALE FLYER mailing list. 

















From Hong-Kong to Zaire, Bianchi International is on 
the side of active adventurers. People who rely on high- 
performance holsters as if their lives depended on it. 

Like the new cross-draw Ranger 
Cyclone EL® Crafted from tough, no- 
nonsense, padded ballistic fabric. Fire¬ 
arms protection that holds its own in the 
rising heat of a jungle or on a dusty backtrack 
in Afghanistan. Bianchi. The professional’s 
choice worldwide. 



Get your 84-page, full-color, 1987 Bianchi Catalog by sending $3 to Bianchi International, or get one 
FREE from your nearest authorized dealer-over 3000 worldwide. 

Bianchi International 100 Callc Cortez, Dept. SOF Tfemecula, CA 92390 
Ibll-Free (800) 854-8545, In California Toll-Free (800) 826-8192, In Hawaii and Alaska (714) 676-5621 

TLX 288553 BNCI UR 

Protected by one or more of the following: US Patent Nos. 4,485,947; 4,485,948; other patents pending. 


pie make a very good India stone that 
has a quite coarse surface on one side 
and an India surface on the other. 
These can be purchased at most large 
hardware stores and industrial supply 
houses. Simply remove the nicks with 
the file and then remove the file marks 
with the coarse side of the stone. The 
India surface will then remove the 
scratches left by the coarse surface, 
and the sandpaper-on-a-file trick will 
remove the marks left by the India 
surface. 

Broken points are treated in much 
the same manner as nicks in the edge. 
You simply take a good file and 
reshape the point so that it suits you, 
then work out the scratches with pro¬ 
gressively finer abrasives. When work¬ 
ing the point, or any of the bevels for 
that matter, take care to preserve the 
original bevels and tapers as nearly as 
possible. This will make a difference in 
how the knife looks and cuts, so time 
expended in this area is time well 
spent 

You will notice that I have not said 
anything about using a power grinder. 
The reasons are twofold: One is that 
power tools generate heat, and regard¬ 
less of how careful an unschooled and 
unskilled person is, and regardless of 
how many buckets of water he has at 
hand, he will bum the blade and de¬ 
stroy the temper at some point before 
he is through. If you are attempting to 
repair your own blade and have no 
experience in this area, avoid this 
pitfall. 

The other reason for staying away 
from a bench grinder with your blade is 
that the grinder makes a rough cut and 
it will put ridges and gouges in the 
blade that you won’t be able to remove 
with a file. Professional knifemakers 
have a wide array of belt sanders at 
their disposal, and training and experi¬ 
ence in using them. This enables them 
to make nice, smooth grinds that you 
can’t begin to approach with a bench 
grinder. It is better that home repairs be 
made with hand tools. 

One other thing. If you have 
knocked the guard loose, there isn’t 
much you can do. Many custom knives 
have the guards attached with silver 
solder, and the heat required to re¬ 
solder the guard will bum the handle. It 
is necessary to remove and replace the 
handle if the guard requires re¬ 
soldering, and most attempts at home 
repair don’t go this deep. 

In a nutshell, the knife repair busi¬ 
ness goes something like this: If the 
problem is a crack in the handle or a 
nick in the blade, chances are you can 
fix it Broken blades, loose handles and 
the like will probably require profes¬ 
sional attention. 

If you have a front-line knife and 
give it reasonable care, odds are it will 
never require a slructural repair. ^ 


20 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JULY 87 












BOOKSHELF 

Books for the Professional Adventurer 
SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 


The Elite: Story of the Rhodesian SAS by 

Barbara Cole. The exploits of the famed 
Rhodesian Special Air Service from its incep¬ 
tion to its disbandment. 

#8019 —Hardcover $25.00 
#8024 — Paperback $10.95 

#8023 — Now available in a special collec¬ 
tors’ edition. Handsomely bound in leather, 
with matching leather bookmark and gold leaf 
trim, this book contains its own protective 
cover. $100.00 



Selous Scouts 



u.cu Ron Reid Daly 
Stiff 




#8001 - Selous Scouts 
- Top Secret War 

by Lt. Col. Ron Reid Daly. 
Describes the role of this 
famous unit in Rhodesia’s 
war against terrorism. 
$30.00 



#8006 - 

Knife Self-Defense 
for Combat 

by Michael D. Echanis. 
First in a series dealing 
with hand-to-hand com¬ 
bat as taught to the Spe¬ 
cial Warfare Branches of 
the United States Military. 



$7.95 


#8012 - An Illustrated 
Guide to Modern 
Elite Forces 

by Max Walmer. A con¬ 
cise guide to today’s elite 
forces of the world. Over 
34 units are covered from 
17 different countries. 160 
pages filled with b&w and 
color photos. $9.95 



#8022 - 

The Best of Survive 

A handy guide comprising 
the finest how-to articles 
from Omega’s Survive 
Magazine: critical informa¬ 
tion on firearm use and 
safety, home security, 
emergency food, shelter, 
clothing and more. A must 
for anyone interested in 
personal survival. $2.95 



#8007 - Basic Stick 
Fighting for Combat 

by Michael D. Echanis. 
Third in the series on 
hand-to-hand combat/ 
special weapons and spe¬ 
cial tactics. 

$9.50 



#8021 - 

The Soldier of Fortune. 

Adapted from Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine. A 
book filled with photos 
and stories of the elite 
men and elite units. Spe¬ 
cially priced at $7.95 



#8003 - Merc: American 
Soldiers of Fortune 

by Jay Mallin and Robert 
K. Brown. An eye¬ 
opening account of the 
lives, ideals and adven¬ 
tures of today’s soldiers of 
fortune. Hardcover. 
$14.95 


#8010- 

Secrets of Underground 
Organizations 

Originally published by the 
Special Operations Re¬ 
search Office, under the 
auspices of the U.S. Army, 
this comprehensive work 
reveals how underground 
operations are conceived, 
developed and organized. 
$9.95 


#8025 - Mercenary 
Commander 

Here’s the inside story of 
mercenary work — Africa 
style. From the 1960s Bel¬ 
gian Congo to the 1980s 
Seychelles, Colonel Jerry 
Puren fights the wars only 
the toughest can survive. 
384 pages with excellent 
photographs. Hardcover. 
$30.00 


#8011 — Elite Fighting Units by David Eshel. A comprehensive book on the world’s elite forces. Starting with the British Commandos of WWII and the birth of 
the SAS, to the ops of the USMC in the Pacific. 205 pages with b&w and color photos throughout. $19.95 

#8020 — Shoot a Handgun by Dave Arnold. A complete manual of simplified handgun instructions. For beginners and experts, it’s the type of book that the 
shooter can refer to, get ideas from, study, re-read time and again, (not shown) $9.95 


SOF EXCHANGE BOOKSHELF 

PAYMENT: 

□ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ CHECK ENCLOSED 

Card #_ 

Exp._ 

NAME_ 


Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 7/87, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 


BOOK# 

QUANTITY 

PRICE 













Postage & Handling 

3.6% Sales Tax (Colorado res.) 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 



ADDRESS__ 

CITY._STATE_ZIP_ 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA — call us at (303) 449- 
3750. Sorry, no collect calls accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE $1.75 FOR THE 
FIRST ITEM ORDERED — AND 75<C FOR EACH ADDITIONAL ITEM FOR 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas orders add 30%. PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 
WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 


























VALLEY OF PERIL. By Alex¬ 
ander M.S. McCoIl. Soldier of For¬ 
tune Magazine Adventure Books, 
published by Tor Books, Dept. 
SOF, 49 W. 24th St., New York, 
NY 10010. 1987. Paperback. 
$3.50 (plus $1.00 postage and 
handling). Review by Robert K. 
Brown. 



M OST Americans who served in 
Vietnam served in American units. 
Most press coverage of the war and 
most subsequent historical accounts 
have concentrated largely either on 
the highest-level strategic and politi¬ 
cal scene or on the lives and adven¬ 
tures of the enlisted men and women 
in those American units. The glam¬ 
our and controversy attached to the 
“Green Beret” have also assured for 
the Special Forces and such entities 
as the Studies and Observations 
Group (SOG) a fair measure of 
attention. 

That is far from the whole story. As 
in most wars, the typical participant 
got thoroughly acquainted with his 
own specific piece of the puzzle, 
further had a general idea of what 
went on in adjacent pieces and, 
beyond that, had to rely on the Pacif¬ 
ic Stars and Stripes . 

One very big piece of the war effort 
that hardly ever came to anyone’s 
attention was the “Civil Operations/ 
Revolutionary Development Sup¬ 
port” (CORDS) effort in support of 
local-level Vietnamese civil adminis¬ 
tration and such commonly mis¬ 
understood organizations as the Re¬ 
gional Force (RF) and the Popular 
Force (PF). 

This is where Alex McColl’s Val¬ 
ley of Peril comes in. McColl’s book 
is a series of lightly fictionalized 
sketches of his activities in 1967 and 
1968 as a district senior adviser in a 
remote, insecure district/subsector in 
South Vietnam. The senior head¬ 
quarters in the district was the 95th 
NVA Regiment, unfortunately, and 
occasionally they would make that 


fact unpleasantly obvious. So 
McColl’s book is unusual on at least 
two counts: It tells the story from the 
viewpoint of a relatively junior offi¬ 
cer, and the story itself is one that 
most Americans, even those who 
served in the war, have never heard 
of. In it we read of not only the battles 
but also the lives and loves, the bu¬ 
reaucratic infighting, the wondrous 
workings of “informal” logistics at 
the tail end of the priority list, and 
more. Since the principal free-world 
unit in the area was a battalion of the 
ROK 26th Regiment (of the famous 
Tiger Division), we even get a look at 
how the South Koreans operated. 

Valley of Peril begins with an in¬ 
troduction by retired U.S. Army Ma¬ 
jor General John K. Singlaub 
(McColl worked for the general when 
he was chief of SOG, but that’s 
another story), and it ends with an* 
informative glossary of technical 
terms that appear in the text. 

Alex McColl is probably the only 
person you’ll ever meet who is a 
graduate of Harvard Law School, the 
Army War College and the MAC- 
SOG jump school at Long Thanh. 
He retired as a colonel of the U.S. 
Army Reserve and currently serves 
under me as Omega Group’s direc¬ 
tor of special projects and as SOF’s 
contributing editor for military 
affairs. 


DUEL FOR THE GOLAN — The 
100-Hour Battle That Saved 
Israel. By Jerry Asher and Eric 
Hammel. William Morrow & Co., 
Dept. SOF, 105 Madison Ave., 
New York, NY 10016. 1987. 288 
pages. Hardcover. $17.95. Re¬ 
view by G.B. Crouse. 

Accounts of battles hold nttie 

significance, save perhaps for the men 
who fought in them or the military 
leaders who might learn from them. All 
anyone really needs to know about a 
battle is that it occurred, who won and 
what impact — if any — the battle had 
on later events. 

Yet, rare is the battle, large or small, 
that doesn’t get an account published 
somewhere. The reason is clear: Bat¬ 
tles — especially desperate, all-or- 
nothing battles — contain all the ele¬ 
ments of high drama. Triumph and 
defeat, life and death struggle, heroics 


and irony, and ordinary men at their 
best — and worst. 

Duel for the Golan contains all of 
that. What’s more, this account of the 
1973 battle for the Golan Heights is 
told as well as any battle’s story can be. 
It helps that the authors had a battle 
with all the needed elements built into 
it, but the quality of their work has 
more to do with how well the story is 
told than do the events they describe. 



The authors’ excellent sense of tim¬ 
ing and drama pulls the reader along, 
holding his attention, almost demand¬ 
ing that he not put the book down until 
the battle is won — or lost. 

Military writers and students alike 
can learn a great deal from Asher and 
Hammel’s Duel for the Golan. Their 
talents at writing and their formula for 
presenting the story create a dramatic 
and compelling book on a par with 
Cornelius Ryan’s A Bridge Too Far 
and Walter Lord’s Day of Infamy. 


THE MODERN U.S. WAR 
MACHINE — An Encyclopedia of 
American Military Equipment and 
Strategy. Edited by Ray Bonds. A 
Salamander Book published in 
the U.S. by Crown Publishers, 
Inc., Dept. SOF, 225 Park Ave. 
South, New York, NY 10003. 
1987. 240 pages. Softcover. 
$14.95. Review by J.D. Mayfield. 

IBOOKS are deceiving in the case of 
The Modem U.S. War Machine. 

This “encyclopedia” assaults the 
eye with an illustrated cover that 
makes you think the book is meant for 
kids. An awesome salvo of weaponry 
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from the arsenals of the U.S. Armed 
Forces blasts out of the cover, guaran¬ 
teeing that the book will be an atten¬ 
tion-grabber in shopping mall book¬ 
stores. 

But, when you open this presumed 
book-for-kids, you discover what looks 
to be some fairly heavy material. You 
find first a foreword by retired U.S. 
Army General Richard G. Stilwell, a 
former Deputy Under Secretary of De¬ 
fense; followed by four essays on U.S. 
military history, national security poli¬ 
cy, defense organization and intel¬ 
ligence; five essays covering U.S. 
strategic forces and each of the four 
armed services; one essay on the 
Soviet threat; and four encyclopedia- 
format weapons sections covering cur¬ 
rent U.S. ground weapons, warships, 
combat aircraft, and rockets and mis¬ 
siles. The essays fill the first half of the 
book, and the weapons sections the 
rest. What’s more, the contributors are 
heavies in the field — well-known mili¬ 
tary journalists, analysts, academics 
and retired officers. 

Monochrome, duotone and four- 
color photographs, along with a good 
number of charts and illustrations, cov¬ 
er half or more of the printed space in 
the book. The vast majority of the 
photographs are virtually the latest, 
official DOD-issue, action shots of U. S. 



combat hardware deployed around 
the world. But the photographs are 
deceiving — and there lies the prob¬ 
lem. The dramatic photographs — 
which make the book so appealing 
during a brief bookstore browse — are 
more up-to-date than the text. The im¬ 
ages are fresh, but the information 
already is beginning to fade with age— 
and this, regrettably, in a book with a 
1987 copyright. 

Perhaps The Modem U.S. War 
Machine will be of some use to kids 
after all — for cranking out term pa¬ 
pers. Even at that, though, they’ll be 


better off going to the library and using 
the more up-to-date Jane’s . 


FLORIDA’S ARMY — Militia/ 
State Troops/National Guard 
1565-1985. By Robert Hawk. 
Pineapple Press, Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 314, Englewood, FL 33533. 
1986. 285 pages. Hardcover. 
$25.00. Review by Tom Slizewski. 


A ALK about ambitious projects. 
Robert Hawk had only seven months 
to compile Florida’s Army, an illus¬ 
trated history of militia and guard 
troops in Florida. Hawk’s hurried labor 
produced a rich result, blanketing the 
subject from its very origin at the time 
of Spain’s historic settlement of St Au¬ 
gustine (1565) through virtually the 
present (1985). 

Floridians account for some of the 
finest chapters of American military 
history, fighting the French and Span¬ 
ish and even the Seminole Indians on 
their own turf, and also the Germans, 
Japanese and Mexicans in America’s 
foreign wars. Their exploits make good 
reading, and Hawk, a long-time Florid¬ 
ian who is director of the Historical 

Continued on page 86 



G.l. 2 QT. "BLADDER" 
CANTEEN AND COVER 

Water is essential! 

This new military issue collapsable plastic canteen 
holds two quarts of fluid. Perfect for combat in 
waterless regions. Heavy fleece-lined cover features 
ALICE belt clips and removable shoulder sling. 

Q99-406A O.D. .$19.95 

Q99-406B Camo .$19.95 




A.L.I.C.E. TACTICAL PACK 

Lightweight Mobility! 

Originally developed for the Nicaraguan Freedom 
Fighters (Contras). Now, the newest addition to the 
Army All Purpose Lightweight Individual Carrying 
Equipment (ALICE), is available. This versatile, rugged 
tactical pack is large enough for supplies and ammo, yet 
compact enough for rapid deployment. Equipped with 
two roomy pockets, adjustable shoulder straps, quick- 
entry Fastex® fasteners, and side straps for additional 
equipment. Ideal for covert operations where light¬ 
weight mobility is essential. Measures 15* x 15" x 10". 
Q69-408 .$25.95 


"BUNDESWEHR" GERMAN 
MILITARY KNIFE 

Give the enemy a taste o f German steef! 

Designed for total balance and firm grip, this German 
fighting knife features a symetrical 5% * steel blade and 
rivited plastic handle and comes with "Feldgrau" metal 
sheath, leather frog, and genuine "BUNDESREPUBLIK” 
insignia. Overall length, 10*. 

Q72-28 ... . ...$29.95 


QUARTERMASTER 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

750 LONG BEACH BLVD. SF-7 
LONG BEACH, CA 90813 
213-436-6245 

Include $3.50 shipping charge per order. 
120 page catalog - $3.00 / Free with order. 


G.l. LENSATIC COMPASS 

Find your way out! 

First quality U.S. Army Lensatic Compass. Comes com¬ 
plete with pouch and 26* lanyard. Made according to 
the latest Mil Spec. Case is non-magnetic and carrying 
pouch is rugged issue nylon duck. 

Q71-050 .....$29.95 

MAPSAF CASE protects maps in the field. Measures 
10* x 13" Woodland Camo. 

Q 7 7-40 ...$13.95 



GERMAN ARMY STOVE 

Stay warm and stay alive! 

Designed for comparability, this German Army Issue 
stove is portable, re-usable, and practical. Can be used 
inside tent without danger of toxic fumes. Weighs only 
3.2 oz. One package of fuel included. 

Q71-072 . ....$7.95 

SOLID FUEL TABLETS. For use in German Stove. 6 
tablets per package. 

Q71-075 ...$2.95 
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Light sight 

As rifles become increasingly 
compact and lightweight, a need 
arises for small, light scopes to 
complement these weapons. Optics 
giant Bausch & Lomb answers this 
need with its impressive line of 
Balvar riflescopes. The 
top-of-the-line 2x-8x scope weighs a 
scant IIV 2 ounces and is only 10 
inches long. Or, if you prefer fixed 
power, the 4x scope weighs just 10 
ounces and also measures a mere 
10 inches. 

Featuring multi-coated, 
precision-ground and polished 
lenses, Balvar scopes assure 
maximum brightness, clarity and 
light-transmission characteristics, 
even under low-light conditions. 

Available from your Bushnell 
dealer, the suggested retail prices of 
the scopes are $339.95 and 
$259.95, respectively. For the full 
scoop on Bushnell’s fine optics, write 
to Bushnell, Dept. SOF, 300 N. 

Lone Hill Ave., San Dimas, CA 
91773, or call Don Robertson at 
(714) 592-8000. 



ADVENTURE l 
QUARTERMASTE 



by Tom Slizewski 



Assault systems 

Though not exactly hot off the 
production line, Assault Systems 
Assault Rifle Cases deserve mention 
because of their no-nonsense 
approach to gun portage. Made of 
waterproof treated Cordura nylon 
and double stitched at all seams, 
Assault Systems rifle cases meet 
military specs, have quality YKK 
zippers, 1-inch dense foam padding 
around the weapon, and are 
extremely lightweight The six 
external pouches with Velcro 
closures are particularly useful for 
holding ammo, spare magazines and 
any number of other shooting 
accessories. 

Used by federal agencies, law 
enforcement personnel and the U.S. 
military, these rifle cases have 
proven that they can stand up to 
even the toughest abuse while 
effectively protecting your weapon. 
Assault Systems stands by its 
products with an unconditional 
lifetime guarantee. It claims no other 
manufacturer would dare offer such 
a warranty, and 1 know of no other. 

Available in black and woodland 
camouflage, the cases retail for 
between $67 and $77. For a copy 
of its nylon gear catalog or to order, 
write to Comsec International, Inc., 
Assault Systems Division, Dept. 

SOF, 1075 Headquarters Park, 
Fenton, MO 63026-2478, or call 
toll-free 1-800-325-3049. 



Pacific monarch 

Mention “outdoor survival” in the 
same breath as “knife” and visions 
of hollow-handled gadget blades 
come to mind. Pacific Cutlery is out 
to change that with its Monarch 
Series Outdoor/Survival Folders. No 
hollow handles, matches, fishing line 
or spark-plug wrenches here — just 
a top-grade cutting blade. 

The three knives in the Monarch 
line are ideally suited for rugged 
outdoor tasks and defensive needs. 
And, with a blade length of just 5 
inches, they’re legal (in most states) 
and easy to conceal. Pacific Cutlery 
is touting these as the “world’s 
strongest production lockback 
folders.” Check out these quality 
folders for yourself. Retail on all 
models is $79.95. Contact Pacific 
Cutlery Corporation, Dept. SOF, 
7328 Laurel Canyon Blvd., North 
Hollywood, CA 91605. 
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FRIGHT LIGHT 

Nothing is what it seems anymore. 
Patrolite is a good example. At a 
glance it looks like an average, if 
somewhat large, flashlight Behind 
this mundane, utilitarian appearance, 
however, hides an array of 
emergency and self-defense features. 

Push one button and you have a 
roadside emergency blinker. Push 
the same button again and you have 
a “stun gun”-type self-defense 
weapon capable of imparting 50,000 
volts of electrical agony to any 
assailant. Turning one of the front 
rings raises two electrically charged 
Vk-inch spikes for improved 
self-defense. Turning another ring 
activates a loud siren to alert 
neighbors or passers-by of your 
emergency. Of course, there’s a 
button to turn on the flashlight as 
well. 

Powered by four “C” and eight 
“AA” batteries, the Patrolite seems 
an ideal accessory for your POV. At 
$149.95, the non-lethal security that 
Patrolite can provide you with, at 
home or on the road, makes it a 
bargain. Order direct from 
Ameri-Sell, Dept. SOF, 10255 E. 
25th St, Aurora, CO 80011, or call 
(303) 340-4448. ^ 


E-Z LOADER 

Looking for a quicker way to 
reload your Remington 1100? 

Easy Loader from Dave’s Metal 
Works (Dept SOF, P.O. Box 3786, 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670) will 
turn the Remington 1100 into the 
fastest-loading auto on the market, 
making it a virtual “must have” for 
serious shotgunners. 

If you can fieldstrip an 1100 and 
have simple hand tools, you can 
install the Easy Loader in less than 
half an hour. Order factory direct for 
$24.95 (includes postage). 


GREEN 


MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 


Finest Quality & Lowest Prices Available in Military & Hunting Apparel & Accessories 


Battle Dress Uniform 

Brand New • Latest Issue • 

BDU 

Pants feature: Double 
fabric seat and 
knees. 6 pockets S 

(2 slash front / 
pockets, 2 rear / 
pockets with / 
button flaps. 2f 
large bellows I V 

pockets on \ 
thighs); adjus- \ ( 

table waist tab, \ 
button fly. draw-V 
string cuffs 

Shirts feature: 

Double fabric elbows; 

4 pockets (bellows style) 

Woodland 
Camouflage 

Available in (1) 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop or (2) 50/50 NyCo | 
Pants or Shirt $27.95 ea ; 

Olive Drab (OD) Green j 

100% Cotton Rip Stop Pants 
or Shirt $27.95 ea 

Tiger Stripe 
Camouflage 

100% Cotton Rip 
Stop Pants 
or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

S.W.A.T. Black 

Available in (1) 100% 

Cotton Rip Stop or (2) 

50/50 Poly/Cotton 
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

Authentic Trebark 1 
Camouflage 

Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

Khaki 

100% Cotton Rip Stop 
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea 
Sizes; XS.S.M.L.XL 
(regular and long lengths) 


(Fatigues) L2 -B reversible flight 

First Quality Same as MA-1 except lightweight 
and with epaulets USAF Sage 
Green and Navy Blue. 

XS, S. M, L. XL $42.95 

MA-1 REVERSIBLE FLIGHT 
JACKET 

USAF Sage Green, Black, Navy 
Blue and Camouflage. 

XS, S, M, L, XL. Long length 
add $4.00 £42.95 

N2-B EXTREME COLD 
WEATHER FLIGHT JACKET 
USAF Sage Green only. 

S, M, L, XL. $79.95 

All the above Flight Jackets are 
made by a prime U.S. Gov’t 
contractor. (ALPHA) 

SNOW CAMO BDU 
50/50 NyCo. 

Pants or Shirt $29.95 

USAF SURVIVAL VEST 
Sage $59.95 

5rey Camo WEB TROUSER BELT 

,0/50 NyCo, O.D. or Black $3.99 


Grey Camo 
50/50 NyCo, 
Pants or Shirt 
$29.95 ea. 


M oc pa JUNIORS SIZES 4-16 

S (4-6). M (8-10), 

Day Desert L (12-14), XL (16-18) 

Camouflage 6-POCKET PANT 
50/50 NyCo. Woodland Camo (with adj. waist 
Pants or Shirt tabs & drawstring cuffs) $14.95 
$27.95 ea. 4-POCKET SHIRT 

Woodland Camo $14.95 

T-SHIRT 

Woodland Camo $4.95 


PULLOVER 

(PARKA) 


SLf CPlhG HAG w - 


S4.95 


NOW AVAILABLE IN TWO 
FINE FABRICS! 

A strong, light-weight, wind resis¬ 
tant but breathable parka now 
available in two fine fabrics: (1) 
50/50 poly/cotton in Woodland 
Camouflage, Olive Drab (OD) 
Green, Navy, Off-White, Tan, 
Black, Grey, Lt Blue. Maroon and 
Cactus or (2) HX>% Nylon Oxford 
in Navy, Royal Blue. Scarlet. 
Maroon. Silver Gray and Kelly 
Green Sizes: S(36-38). M(40-42), 
L(44-48) and t oriQS 

XL(48-50) ONLY 5 29 s5 


Tell us your chest, height and waist measurements when ordering. 
State size, color and fabric and mail proper amount (check or money 
order) plus $3.95 (Double for Canada) for shipping and handling to: 
(TN residents add 7% sales tax). 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

P.O. Box 20008 DEPT. SR • Knoxville, Tennessee 37940 
Credit Card Customers ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977 
In TN (615) 947-2349 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Monty Back 


G.l. SLEEPING BAG 

(10°F and lower) Mummy Shape. 

6 ft. 6 in. (inside) 

Olive Green $79.95 
Tiger Strip Camo $84.95 
LC-1 “ALICE” FIELD PACK 
w/straps, complete $55.95 

LC-2 PACK FRAME 
w/Straps, Pads & Belt $49.95 

KHAKI BUSH SHORT 
(100% Cotton) $14.95 

BDU SHORT 

(100% Cotton) Woodland Camo, 
O.D., Black $14.95 

T-SHIRTS 

Woodland Camo, O.D., 

Black $5.95 

Special Forces, Airborne/ 

- Ranger, Marine $6.95 

i G.l. PLASTIC CANTEEN 
O.D. or Black $1.75 

LC-2 CANTEEN COVER 
O.D. or Black $5.95 

ANGLE HEAD FLASHLITE 
O.D. or Black $5.95 

NYLON PISTOL BELT 
Quick Disconnect. O.D. or 
Black Med. Size $8.95 

Lge. Size $9.95 
RANGER/PATROL CAP 
100% Cotton Rip Stop. 

Woodland Camo, Tiger Stripe 
Camo, Black, O.D. and Khaki. 
6-1/2 to 7-7/8 $5.95 

U.S.M.C. ISSUE CAP 
Woodland Camo $5.95 

“BOONIE” HAT 
Woodland Camo or 
Tiger Stripe $10.95 

MILITARY BERETS 
(100% Wool). Black, Green, 
Maroon $12.95 

BASEBALL HATS 
Red—USMC (Globe/Anchor). 
Black—Airborne/Ranger (Para¬ 
chute Wings). 

Green/Camo—(God Duty 
Country) $5.95 


GENUINE GOVT. ISSUE 
M-65 FIELD JACKET 

Please do not mistake us for a 
similar ad-WE are the original! 

BRAND NEW FIRST QUALITY 


The very latest U.S. Army issue 
all-weather field jacket made of 
50% nylon/50% cotton with water 
repellency is fully lined and is 
manufactured under strict quality 
standards by a prime government 
contractor in the United States, 
Excellent for hunting, work or 

le,sure only $ 42 95 

AVAILABLE IN CURRENT 
GOV’T COLORS: 

Woodland Camouflage • Olive 
Drab OR Tiger Stripe Camou¬ 
flage • Swat Black • Police Navy 
• Winter White • Maroon • Grey • 
A.F. Sage Green • Khaki. Sizes: 
XS, S, M, L, XL. For proper fit, 
specify chest measurement. 
Genuine G.L M-65 cold 
weather button-in liner $16.95 
BOYS’ Jackets in Woodland 
Camouflage only Sizes 4-6, 8- 
10, 12-14, 16-18. 

ONLY $ 34. 95 
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I I EAT, humidity, sand and sweat 
were taking their toll on C Company, 
1st Battalion, 3rd Marines in the sum¬ 
mer of 1966. We were on one of those 
operations designed to show the rear- 
echelon brass that we had Charlie on 
the run. Seemingly endless days were 
spent prowling dry rice paddies and 
spending hundreds of dollars in out¬ 
going ammo for every round a sniper 
pumped into us. 

But as much as we hated “the 
’Nam/’ we always looked forward to 
nightfall. After digging our fighting 
holes and sending out LPs, we’d have 
some C-rats and coffee. If you closed 
your eyes you could hear the tunes 
from back in the world and imagine 
“she” was there with you, especially 
after having read her letter for the 
fourth or fifth time. 

It was on a night just like this that one 
of the strangest incidents of my life 
occurred. 

After a typically mind-numbing 
hump through the bush, we set up for 
the night and began to relax — if you 
could call it that. We’d been sniped at 
throughout the day, which reminded 
us that, even though we couldn’t see 
him, Charlie was still out there. After 
all, we were in his backyard. 

Tonight there wasn’t the usual ten¬ 
sion in the air like you felt when you 
knew you were in for a few mortars 
from the local cadre. Fireside chatter 
dropped off as the velvet darkness 
slowly crept in and wrapped itself 
around each man, caressing him in his 
own private war with the night. 

I felt a touch and jumped awake. 
Time for my watch. I got my gear and 
was given the SitRep. It was one of 
those conversations that passed on 
maximum information in minimum 
time, because time was sleep and sleep 
was escape, if only for a few hours. 

Suddenly a shot pierced the night. 

Immediately the line was at 100 per¬ 
cent, as every man grabbed his M16 
and switched it to full auto. But nothing 
happened. The word passed that a VC 
popped out of a spider hole in front of 
one of 2nd Platoon’s M60 positions. 
He inflicted a minor stab wound on the 
Marine at the cost of his life. The line 
settled down and sleep soon returned 
to the Marines not on watch. 

About an hour passed. I felt the back 
of my neck start to crawl as I heard 
movement inside the perimeter. Puck¬ 
er factor took over and I half whis¬ 
pered, half yelled that age-old call: 
“Halt! Who goes there?” 

It was a cardinal sin to fire into the 
perimeter without a visible known 
target. And God help you if you were 
wrong. I waited for a second, put my 
rifle on automatic and started to raise it 
toward the sound. “Wells! It’s me, Ber- 
toff.” The platoon commander had 


After killing a VC infiltrator, most of 
C Company went back to sleep. An 
hour later, however, there was more 
enemy movement inside the 
perimeter. Photo: Department of 
Defense 

decided to check the line to see if 
everyone was settled in after the pre¬ 
vious episode. 

Lieutenant Bertoff approached to 
within 6 feet of my position. I climbed 
out of my foxhole and started toward 
him. That’s when it happened. A dark 
figure rose from the shadows and 
raced toward us, brushing against me. 
My mind moved in slow motion as I 
saw him pass by and sprint out of the 
perimeter. He could have qualified for 
the Olympics. 

It was Charlie, the enemy, and he 
was running for his life. I raised my rifle 
to get a bead on him, fired a short 


burst, but knew he was gone, free and 
safe. 

We went to look for him the next 
morning at first light. But nothing was 
there. He’d made his escape. Who 
knows? He might have been the one 
who dropped a few rounds on us over 
the next couple of nights. 

I admired his daring, courage and 
skill. Dressed only in black shorts, he 
had low-crawled through a Marine 
company and the last we saw of him 
was elbows and heels. For a brief mo¬ 
ment his life hung on a slender thread, 
but he got away to fight another day. 

In his haste to escape, he ran the 
only possible route that provided him 
safety. In so doing, he had unknowing¬ 
ly accomplished something that many 
American Indian warriors took great 
pride in. He had counted coup. He 
touched the enemy in combat and 
lived to tell about it. ^ 
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CUT ALONG DOTTED UNE 


SOF WANTS YOU! 


I. DEMOGRAPHICS 

1. What is your age?_ 

2. If you buy SOF on the newsstand, how long have you been reading SOF_and how many issues have you bought in the 

last six months?_ 

3. Are you a: veteran_, active duty military_, reservist_, law enforcement officer_, other (describe)?_ 

II. READER SURVEY 

1. If you are a subscriber, go to question 2. If you bought this issue at a newsstand, why did you buy it? For example, did you buy it because you 
liked the cover photo, did one of the story blurbs on the cover make you interested in an article, or did you buy it because of a specific article? 


2. SOF is interested in what its readers think about the subjects of the articles in the July 1987 issue and how well the readers feel the authors 
handled those subjects. 

A) How interesting did you find the subject matter? Circle the number under the appropriate heading. 

Very Somewhat Not 

Title Interesting Interesting Interesting 

San Diego DMZ. 

Border Legend. 

In Defense of the Realm. 

Cambodian Killing Ground... 

Back-Up Power — Sirkis 9mm 

Graveyard in the Clouds. 

42 Commando. 

Assault Rifle Look-Alikes_ 

HALO Into Honduras. 

“Platoon” Return Fire. 



B) How do you rate the quality of the features (how well did the author handle his article)? Circle the number under the appropriate heading. 

Title Excellent Good Poor 


San Diego DMZ. 

Border Legend. 

In Defense of the Realm. 

Cambodian Killing Ground 
Back-Up Power — Sirkis 9mm 

Graveyard in the Clouds. 

42 Commando. 

Assault Rifle Look-Alikes. 

HALO Into Honduras. 

“Platoon” Return Fire. 



3. A) If you were the editor of SOF, what topics would you give the most space to? List the topics from 1 to 17 (1 being the most important). 

_Combat Reporting _Other Weapons (Tanks, Planes, Artillery) 

_Elite Units _Personality Features 

_Historical (not including Vietnam) _Pistols 

_How Tos _Political Affairs second fold ^ up _ 

_Knives _Rifles 

_Law Enforcement _Test and Evaluation 

_Mercenary/Soldier of Fortune _Terrorism 

_Military Affairs _Vietnam War 

_Movies 


B) What is your definition of Military Affairs?_ 

C) Of the above topics, which would you eliminate and why? 


4. If you were going to assign a writer to do an article on political affairs, what would you have him write about?_ 


5. Do you want to read articles about SOF staff projects: 

_Training Teams 

_Parachute Jumps 

_Freedom Fighter Assistance 

Place an X in the space provided next to those subjects you want to read about. 


6. Rank the following types of covers 1-4, according to your preference (1 being the best). 

_Combat 

_Guns 

_Movie or Television Personalities 

























7. Do you think any of the major articles in this issue are too long? 

8. A) Was this issue Excellent_ Average_or Poor_ 

B) Why?____ 


9. What would you do to improve SOF? 


‘This is a confidential survey — your name is not required. Opinions expressed will provide Soldier of Fortune editors with an insight as to what our readers are 
most interested in. 


PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 


SOF Survey 
Dept. S117 
P.O. Box 1397 
Boulder, CO 80306 


Fold twice and tape to seal. DO NOT STAPLE. 





Knifeco P. O. Box 5271, Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 

Please send me: 

□ 1 Survival Knife @ $19.90 plus $4.00 for shipping and handling. 

□2 Survival Knives @ $37.95 plus $4.00 for shipping and handling. 

Specify: 

□ Black handle with black sheath and black coated blade. 

□Silver handle with black sheath and stainless blade. 

ORDERS OUT OF U.S.A No credit cards or checks accepted - 
Payment must be by money order in U.S. funds. 

Florida residents add 5% tax. Orders out of U.S.A.: No credit cards or checks accepted - 
Payment must be by money order in U.S. funds. 

FOR CANADA: SHIPPING AND HANDLNG CHARGES 1 KNIFE @ $10.60, 2 KNIVES @ $12.60 
Charge my □ MasterCard nVisa □ American Express □ Check enclosed □ Money Order 
Credit Card Number: f I I I I I 111 II' UJJJJJJJ 

Expiration Date: [ 1 | I T l " f I | 


Authorized Signature 
Name______ 


Address, 


Set out on your best hunting, fishing and camping adventures now with the ultimate 
survival knife kit. 

This outstanding multi-purpose survival tool has the rugged sure-grip handle that 
keeps you in control at all times, even while doing the roughest, toughest cutting tasks. 
The sturdy 6Vi 1 ' 420 stainless steel blade is expertly forged, polished and sharpened, 
featuring saw teeth on the back and a handy wire cutter. Plus, the special hollow handle 
compartment stores a host of survival items you . dite.. 
can use over and over. ■ 


FEATURES 

m Survival kit inside handle features wire 
saw, matches, needles, nylon line 
fishhooks and sinkers. 

■ Screw off liquid filled compass 

■ 4" hollow handle 

■ Rugged Molded Sheath 

■ Wire Cutter 


I FOR ONE W f FOR TWO 
Call toll free for credit card orders 


In Florida call (305) 635-2411 

Sony, No COD Orders 

ORDER KFAHTMMT OPEN 

MONDAY THRU FHHMY, EASTERN TIME. 7:30 Un. - 8:00 p.ni. 

SATURDAY 0:30 P.m. ■ Z:3D p en. 
To drift by mall, use teupnni ar ruparale siieal, Mall papTM 
ar crnilil cari inlormallan with aspIriUon dal*, card number and tlpnatert. 
SalliTitflon OHarwilMd. nsEiprn 'ihuiad wilhin 2 wsekc wHh all parte in mortal 

package for rplimd. 

ORDERS OUT OF II.SJL: 

No crndlt cante Bf chc cku accepted - Payment mud be by money drier in U.S. iuruls. 
FOR CANADA; SHIPPING AND HANDLING CTA&GES 1 KNIFED $10.HL t KNIVES & $1 2M 


jjll 



mi 


r J 


"_I 
























































FREE T-SHIRT! 

That's right — FREE! 


Buy 4 SOF t-shirts at the regular price and we’ll send you a 1986 SOF 
Convention t-shirt* absolutely free. Don’t miss this opportunity to add this 
special shirt to your collection — send your order in today! 



[>LD|£R 0 
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1001 


% 



FRONT 



1005 BACK 


Sizes S,M,L,XL, XXL Available on some shirts, 
add $1.00. Expect 2-3 weeks shipping delay. 

#1001 — SOF Logo T-shirts. White or navy. 
$8.95 

#1005 — SPECIAL FORCES. Living by 
chance, loving by choice, killing by 
profession. Black. $8.95 



#1006 — MARINES. Let me win your hearts 
& minds, or I’ll burn your damn huts down. 
Gold. $8.95 

#1007 — Participant Southeast War 
Games—2nd Place. Black. $8.95 
#1008 — Visit Lebanon, Help a Syrian Meet 
Allah, backed w/“Hey we just stepped in 
some Shiite.” Tan. $8.95 


1008 



FRONT 



1008 


"tie#. 
sLepRi'd iii 


BACK 



1009 


#1009 — SOF/HK. Features the HK MP5 
SMG. Black. $9.95 

#1010 — SPORT SHIRT. White, navy. $14.95 
#1011 — GRENADA, -When you care 
enough to send the Very best." Silver. S8.95 
#1014 — SOF/Helicopter. Olive drab. $9.95 
#1015 — SOF World Tour. Long sleeve, 
navy. $14.95 
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1025 



1015 BACK 


#1016 — SOF Sweatpants. Navy. $13.95 
#1018 — SEAL Team. Gray. $8.95 
#1019 — SOF Hooded Sweatshirt. Navy. Not 
shown. $19.95 

#1020 — SOF/HK Hooded Sweatshirt. Black. 
Not shown. $19.95 

#1021 — DELTA FORCE backed 
w/“Terrorism Stops Here.” Columbia blue. 
$9.95 

#1022 — Afghan Freedom Fighters. White. 
$8.95 

#1024 — “Anytime Khadaffi,” USN F-14 
Tomcats invitation to fight. Columbia blue. 
$10.95 

#1025 — Lucy’s Tiger Den. The famous 
mere bar in Bangkok, Thailand. White. 

$12.95 

#1026 — SOF Logo Muscle T-shirt. Gray. 

Not shown. $8.95 

#1027 — BE A MAN AMONG MEN. 
Rhodesian Army. White. $9.95 
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#1515 — SOF World Tour Jacket. 

Black nylon with flannel lining. $49.95 
#3600 — Barry Sadler’s System of 
Self Defense. 16 lessons of Martial 
Arts featuring Barry Sadler (Ballad of 
the Green Berets) and Duke Paris. 55 
minutes, VHS only. $49.95 


#5004 — SOF Dufflebag. Heavy 
duty nylon. $14.95 


Patches & Tie 

#7001 — SOF Patch. $2.50 

#7002 — SOF Patch — subdued. 

$2.50 

#7003 — CAMO Shield Patch. $4.95 
#7051 — Official SOF Regiment 
Tie. Navy. $12.00 
#7060 — SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE Patch. Black. $4.95 


#2001-Official SOF 
Beret. Sizes 6Vz, 6%, 
7, 7'A, 7%, 7Vi, 7%, 
7%. Maroon. $13.95 
(Badge not included) 


Pins & Badges 

#7020 — SOF Lapel Pin. Red. $3.50 
#7021 — SOF Lapel Pin. Silver. $5.00 
#7022 — SOF Beret Badge. Red. $7.00 
#7023 — SOF Beret Badge. Silver. $8.00 
#7024 — SOF Beret Badge. Black. $8.00 
#7043 — SOF Lapel Pin. Gold. $5.00 
#7053 — SOF Death to Tyrants Cap 
Badge. $5.95 


Belt Buckles 

#7010 — SOF Buckle. Pewter. $6.95 
#7011 — SOF Buckle. Stainless with 
red enameled logo. $9.95 
#7012 — SOF Military Style Buckle. 
With silver drop logo. $11.95 
#7013 — Military Style Buckle. 

Black anodized. $11.95 

#7014 — Web Belt for military style 

buckle. Khaki. $3.50 


#7031 — Of®fi&§(9HiLg. $7.95 
#7045 — SOF Zippo Lighter. Olive 
drab. $13.00 

#7050 — SOF Luggage Tag. $4.95 
#7033 — SOF Binders. Not shown. 
$7.95 v 

#7054 — SOF Garland Ballpoint Pen. 
Not shown. $14.95 
#7070— 12 oz. SOF MUG 
Not shown. $5.95 


#2002 — SOF Ball Cap. 
Maroon. $5.95 

#2004 — SOF Ball Cap. 

Top quality. Black cotton twill 
w/embroidered logo and 
scrambled eggs. Not shown. 

$8.95 

#2010 — Official SOF Field 
Cap. Khaki with nylon liner. 
$21.95 (Badge not included) 

#1050 — Official SOF Bush 
Shirt. Tropical weight. 100% 
cotton. Two pleated pockets 
with flaps, two shoulder 
epaulets and extra long tails. 
Khaki with Soldier of Fortune 
embroided over the left pock¬ 
et. S,M,L,XL. $24.95 


Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE, Dept. 7/87, P.O. Box 687 Boulder, Colorado 80306 


PRICE 


DESCRIP. 


COLOR 


2nd size cholci 


Free t-shirt 1st size cholo 


'91ms sad qaan title* are limited. No BobstitBtions art allowed. 


TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


We accept telephone order* on MaaterCard & VISA—call us at (303) 449-3750. Sorry, no collect call* 
accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE $1.75 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED — INCLUDE 75C FOR EACH 
ADDITIONAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas orders add 30%. PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 
WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 
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Police Units Patrol 
“Adobe Wall” 


Text & Photos by James T. Moss 
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O FFICIALLY, it was their fourth oper¬ 
ational day as a team. Only it wasn’t 
day. It was a warm, half-moon night as the 
four men and one woman crept, walked and 
waited for the inevitable firefight with the 
phantom enemy. The Border Crime Preven¬ 
tion Unit — the BCPU — was on patrol 
along the Mexican border, inside the city 
limits of San Diego, California. 

Their night, so far, had been spent chas¬ 
ing ghosts along the Adobe Wall, a barren 
wasteland border zone buzzing with guides 
— coyotes — leading herds of illegal aliens 
— polios (literally, “chickens”) — Mex¬ 
ican and Latino refugees migrating to the 
Promised Land of the North. The bad guys 
— the bandits, the baja polios (literally, 
“lowliest chickens”) — were usually easy 
to recognize, for they almost always moved 
south. 

At the E-l road that night, two of the 
BCPU team members, their sweat moisten¬ 
ing the grips of a short-barreled 12-gauge 
tactical shotgun and a 9mm semiautomatic 
pistol, covered two other team members 
walking the fence. Nothing moved. Then, 
out of the black rushed five bandits. The 
team gave chase, but the bandits slipped 
through the tom, twisted non-fence separat¬ 
ing Mexico from the United States. Noth¬ 
ing, no action. 

After almost retiring, the unit decided to 
hit a new area to hunt its enemy — the 
robbing, murdering baja polios. But, if this 
was a hunt, who was really the prey and who 
the hunter? And, because everyone out 
there wasn’t the enemy, the team, in an 
encounter, had to wait until the last second 
to act. 

Five miles from the fence, six BCPU 
Alpha team members walked single file, 
squeezed from the sides by the bamboo-like 
foliage, sloshing through mud and sand 
over dead trees. The river bottom is a 
spooky, no-second-chance kind of place 
where bushes grab like hands. 

The companion Bravo team walked par¬ 
allel, across the river, looking for the same 
enemy. Weapons drawn, ready to react. 

U.S. Border Patrol Senior Patrol Agent 
(SPA) Bill Tatu heard code words from the 
rear and, brushing long green leaves away 
from his face, clicked his radio four times. 
All six of the team peeled right to look 
behind and wait. Perhaps someone was 
there, perhaps not. 

As the last man spun, his 9mm pistol met, 
pointblank, the face of a bandit, charging 
and slashing the black air with his big 10- 
inch Buck. 

Flash, pop, pop, pop. Two bandits went 
down hard. 

Flares from the north side of the river 
etched red arcs across the stars. Within min¬ 
utes, Border Patrol helicopters swirled 
above, flooding white light and blowing 


U. S. Border Patrol Senior Patrol Agent Bill 
Tatu stands ready for action as nightfall 
conies to the canyons along the San Diego 
border. 


TOP: Already on U.S. territory, illegal 
aliens — polios — await darkness to make 
their journey north. 

ABOVE: United States Border Patrol Senior 
Patrol Agent BUI Tatu and San Diego Police 
Department Sergeant Hank Hiskes survey 
the night’s area of operation. 


dried river dirt over the swampy, bloody 
scene. 

Score: Two bandits wounded, one hit 
four times in the face and chest; no team 
members shot. The bandit shot pointblank 
survived, the bullet having ricocheted 
across his cheekbone and popped out. 
Eleven rounds had been fired. One BCPU 
agent hit both assailants. 

The inevitable had happened again: This 
was the twenty-first shooting incident since 
this special law enforcement detail was first 
activated, now more than three years ago. A 
continuing joint operation between the 
United States Border Patrol and the San 
Diego Police Department, the Border Crime 


LAW BRIEF 

James T. Moss has worked with law 
enforcement officials and has written on 
law enforcement subjects for the past 
two years. “San Diego DMZ” is his 
first article for SOF. 


Prevention Unit covers perhaps the most 
dangerous and crazy police beat in the Unit¬ 
ed States today. This DMZ-like beat, where 
illegal aliens tramp across the sometimes 
imaginary international border, known to 
some as the Adobe Wall, is squeezed be¬ 
tween the affluence of “America’s Finest 
City,” San Diego, and the squalor of 
perhaps one of Mexico’s worst, Tijuana, 
population one million, a sprawling card¬ 
board and concrete metropolis. 

Five nights a week, the BCPU — six 
Border Patrol agents and six San Diego 
police officers, including a senior agent and 
a sergeant as supervisors — walk a 20- 
square-mile no man’s land which hugs the 
busiest port of entry in the world. More than 
32 million people pass through the San 
Ysidro border crossing — legally — each 
year. 

Just to the east of this crossing are the 
hills and canyons where the BCPU officers 
and agents spend the majority of their time. 
The smooth, rolling hummocks carry names 
that tell stories: Deadman’s Point, named 
for obvious reasons, and Bendorf’s Bush, 
where a patrol agent was wounded in the 
jaw by a bandit trying to escape. Within the 
rolling country, notorious areas like Redon¬ 
do Beach and the Pistol Range lie near 
equally notorious Wruck, Spring and Dillon 
Canyons, which wind their way west to¬ 
ward the blue Pacific Ocean. Then there’s 
the River Bottom, a swampy, jungle-like 
place which has long been a favorite of 
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knife-brandishing bandits looking for vic¬ 
tims to rob. 

The rolling mounds of earth, covered 
with low, stiff bushes hiding snakes and 
rocks, are scarred with thousands of miles 
of twisting footpaths. And these trails all 
seem to originate at a strange, semi-flat 
piece of terrain called the Soccer Field. 

At times, nearly 800 illegal aliens gather 
here, selling serapes and shoes, eating car- 
nitas, scoping out possible victims or sim¬ 
ply waiting for darkness — waiting to make 
the mad scamper to the promise of the 
North. This bizarre gathering repeats daily, 
not in Mexico, but on U.S. soil, just 100 
yards this side of the fence. And this place 
lies within San Diego city limits, thereby 
bringing all crimes committed here under 
the jurisdiction of the San Diego Police De¬ 
partment, 

That’s the paradox: Murders, robberies 
and rapes are being committed on U.S. soil, 
but they are being committed by illegal alien 
bandits against illegal alien victims. 

In 1986, the Border Patrol apprehended 
more than 629,000 illegal aliens in or 
around this area. Border Patrol spokesman 
SPA Wayne Kirkpatrick estimated that, for 
every one caught, another one makes it 
north into the United States. 

Why the flood? “It’s the draw of the 
American dollar,” said Kirkpatrick. And 
that fact isn’t likely to change for a while, 
even with the recently enacted immigration 
bill signed into law late last year. 

But the draw of the greenback pulls 


TOP: Hole in fence at E-l, looking toward 
Tijuana. 

ABOVE: Border Crime Prevention Unit 
(left to right, top row then bottom): Chuck 
Kabrel, Alex Dusorio, Hank Hiskes, Bob 
Hines, Brian Fleming, Anne-Marie Tyler, 
Michael Gonzales, Pete Cruz, Larry Pierce, 
Bill Gallagher, Brian Poulsen, Manny 
Garcia. U.S. Border Patrol agents wear 
green uniforms; SDPD officers wear beige. 


another element out of the gutter. Across the 
garbage-filled ravine from the Soccer Field, 
the slum-like Tijuana suburb of Colonia 
Libertad is home to many of the bandits. 
Some are smugglers, some are glue sniffers 
and still others are heroin addicts with their 
habits, and therefore their crimes, almost as 
predictable as their need for a needle in the 
arm. Ski masks hide their faces and over¬ 
coats cover their weapons, among them 
possibly Mini-14s, which is why some team 
members would like to see increased fire¬ 
power in the BCPU. Other weapons can be 
knives, pistols, pipes and even sticks. Any¬ 
thing to intimidate, to hurt with. 

Most of the bandits arrested are Mexican 
nationals with gang-related habits. A few are 
American citizens, again mostly gang types. 
The most famous was a guy nicknamed Ram- 
bo for his camouflage attire. He was recently 
wounded and arrested by the San Diego Coun¬ 
ty Sheriff’s Special Enforcement Detail 
(SED), which conducts a similar operation in 
the county’s jurisdiction. 


Before the BCPU, it was nearly impossi¬ 
ble to catch the baja polios , much less stop 
them from their robbing and murdering of 
the polios . And, even with the BCPU pres¬ 
ence, the crimes continue. During 1984, 
156 crimes were reported against illegal 
aliens. Those numbers were up 25 percent 
in 1985 and were on the rise again in 1986. 
Probably for every one crime reported, 
another 10 go unrepoited. 

Since its inception in January 1984 
through the time of this writing (in Novem¬ 
ber 1986), the BCPU had made 165 arrests, 
mostly felony. Twenty-five bandits had 
been shot and seven had died. Three BCPU 
members had been wounded. More impor¬ 
tant even than its record of actions in the 
field — which is excellent, considering the 
working conditions — the presence of the 
BCPU has left less opportunity', less time 
for the crimes to occur. Just as the BCPU 
has to guess where the bandits might strike, 
now the bandits have to guess where the 
BCPU might patrol. 

Before the BCPU, there was no one to 
stop the crimes. The polios were easy prey 
for the baja polios to enjoy in their brutal 
way. Some BCPU officers think the bandits 
want to show just how brutal they can be. 
Back in the winter of 1983, crime was up, 
even for this land of the lawless. Two-time 
BCPU member SDPD Officer Larry Gor¬ 
don recalled one of the worst incidents: 

‘ ‘It was in the E-1 area, ’ ’ Gordon remem¬ 
bered, a small hole in the fence only hun¬ 
dreds of yards from the San Ysidro port of 
entry. “We arrived on the scene near the 
end of our graveyard shift, at about 0400. 
There were 12 victims: men, women and 
children,” he said, deadly serious. “I 
couldn’t believe it. The two eight-year-old 
boys were cut from ear to ear, across the 
face. The mens’ throats had been slashed. 
As we later found out, the group had pre¬ 
sented no threat [to the bandits].” 

Intimidation, as usual. Spring and stab 
first, and demand later. It’s the typical, 
brutal pattern of crime in the canyons. 

The murders had been happening about 
every three weeks, for years, and all the 
crimes had been happening far too often, 
and far too close to the San Diego suburbs. 
Early in 1984, San Diego Police Chief Wil¬ 
liam Kolender and Border Patrol Chief Alan 
Eliason consulted, and decided to put law 
and order back on the border. 

In the late 1970s another team had ex¬ 
isted, nicknamed BARF, for Border Alien 
Robber Force. Its members had dressed as 
decoy aliens, waiting until the bandits 
struck before using their pistols. The media 
and a national best seller, Lines and Shad¬ 
ows by Joseph Wambaugh, immortalized 
them, characterizing them somewhat as 
“gunslingers.” 

Today’s BCPU team members said the 
book added too much Hollywood to the job 
in the hills. Said one, “He [Wambaugh] 
spent too much time on their lives out of the 
hills.” 

One major difference between the BCPU 
and the BARF is the duration officers are 
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assigned to the field. Today an officer can 
only volunteer for three four-month tours. 
In the past there wasn’t a limit on the time. 
Is a four-month tour too short a time to learn 
the hills? Even among the team members, 
it’s tough to get a definite answer. 

Even more than tour duration, the tactics 
of today’s team hardly compare to the 
methods of the past. The BARF team 
dressed as polios and lured the bandits into 
firefights, hence the “gunslinger” image. 
Today, all BCPU team members wear the 
uniforms of their respective departments on 
patrol and take a different approach to ac¬ 
tion in the field. 

Another night, another shift. As the light 
of the summer afternoon waned, SDPD 
Sergeant Hank Hiskes and Border Patrol 
SPA Bill Tatu prepared to brief the other 
officers and agents of the BCPU team about 
intelligence gathered from the coyotes a few 
days before. Thirteen days had passed since 
the twenty-first shooting. The team was 
sharp — having experienced one shooting, 
they now awaited the next. The firefights 
always seemed to come in waves. 

It was a quiet, calm scene in the trailer 
behind the San Ysidro police substation. 
Hiskes’ Barclay cigarettes swirled smoke 
around his pleasant, brief smiles. He was a 
best-friend kind of guy, always coaching 
gently, yet ready to command. Except for 
perhaps Tatu and SPA Fred Stevens, Hiskes 
knew the hills as well as anyone. He had 
nine years on the PD, several with SWAT, 
and had spent one hell of a year in ’Nam. 

Half-filled Pepsi cups, hot coffee and 
somebody’s dinner rested on the table with 
the ammunition, H-hamesses and radios. 
As the agents arrived, small talk mixed with 
the strapping on of body armor. Everyone 
knew the saying well — flak jackets are for 
those who would rather “sweat than 
bleed.” 

Next came the harnesses, then the radios 
with earphones, then the weapons of 
choice. Each team member carried two 
handguns — a 9mm semiautomatic and a 
.38-caliber revolver. Usually one in each 
team also carried the short-barreled Rem¬ 
ington 870 12-gauge for added punch. 
Another also carried a bag complete with 
flares, flashlights, extra ammo and whatev¬ 
er else the team needed that night. A Charlie 
team of two people usually stayed with the 
four-wheel-drive vehicle with duplicate 
gear as backup. 

Hiskes stood near a small chalkboard at 
one end of a fluorescent-lit conference 
room. He scribbled an A and a B, then 
slashed down the center. Under A, he 
scrawled the names of two agents and two 
officers assigned that night to the Alpha 
team. The unit was two team members short 
that night because of shift changes, but they 
had one other man along — Border Patrol 
Agent-in-Charge Bill Veal, commanding 
officer of the Border Patrol’s Chula Vista 
station, was along to observe. He would go 
with the Bravo team. 

The team members gestured while listen¬ 
ing to the intelligence information about a 


SDPD Officer Anne-Marie Tyler and U.S. 
Border Patrol Agent Larry Pierce 
reconnoiter possible areas of activity for the 
night’s patrol. 


211 — a robbery — involving four suspects 
with a rifle and handgun. “I’ll be with the 
Alpha team, and we’ll work the Spring- 
Dillon-B lay locks area for the guys with the 
rifle,” Hiskes said. “We’ll insert at just 
above Airport Mesa to get into the Spring 
Canyon area. Stay loose while approaching, 
then we’ll go in real close. The Bravo team 
will stay high to use the starlight scope to 
cover us.” 

The BCPU hustled into the SDPD’s four- 
wheel-drive Ram Charger and the Border 
Patrol’s van for the trip to Airport Mesa. It 
was a clear, moonless night, clear nights 
being worse than cloudy ones — with cloud 
coverage, the fluorescent orange glow of 
the lights of Tijuana reflect back, giving 
dimension to the usually flat, black land¬ 
scape. On this night, Hiskes could only see 
the polios , or perhaps the bandits, when 
they crested out. Otherwise, against the 
hills, everything was a dark void. 

The Alpha team dropped off at Airport 
Mesa, near the Soccer Field, and took up 
positions just above the area where they 
thought the 21 Is had been occurring on the 
previous nights. Someone thought they saw 
three people silhouetted against the dark sky 
on the crest of a nearby ridge. It looked like 
they had something in their hands. 

Hiskes spotted another group. He tried to 
read them through the scope, but all he 
could get were red blobs. Did they have 
weapons? He tried again to find them, but 
they had vanished into the dark hills. They 
were moving toward the team, and they 
weren’t moving south. They were coming 
west, quickly. 


On top of this barren knoll stood Hiskes 
in front, Tyler to his right, Moore to his left, 
with Poulsen covering the rear. They could 
feel the bandits. 

Then, Hiskes had them. His fingers 
clicked his radio. Two were coming from 
the west, the other had split left. Some¬ 
where, under the lip of the hill, he walked 
straight at Hiskes. 

Hiskes’ flashlight and 9mm semiauto 
flew up. The beam lit up the bandit — and a 
rifle pointed straight at the sergeant’s brain. 

“Take ’em down!” Hiskes yelled as he 
fell back, trying to escape the rifle’s deadly 
bore. He felt a sting in his neck. He’d been 
hit! Muzzles flashed, pop, pop, pop, pop. 

Poulsen spun to fire at the two bandits 
coming from the west, only feet away now. 
The slide of a pump-action shotgun clat¬ 
tered, a casing fell on the hard dirt. In a hail 
of fire, the two bandits fled into the black, 
toward the protection of the border fence 
and the amnesty of Mexican soil. A shotgun 
hit the dirt, a ski mask fluttered to the 
ground nearby. 

Hiskes felt his body. He was whole. A 
hot casing from Moore’s barrage had stung 
his neck. In all, 42 rounds had been fired. 

The downed bandit, surprised by the re¬ 
sponse his intended victims had given him, 
lay a few feet away, wounded in the stom¬ 
ach, wrist and foot. Next to him rested a 
Ruger 10/22 rifle. 

It had been a hairy one — pointblank in 
the darkness, waiting for the threat, with 
less than seconds to decide whether to pull 
the trigger or not. The decision had been 
good, and the BCPU’s twenty-second 
shooting incident had ended well. The 
wounded bandit would later be convicted. 

Hiskes and the others had to remember, 
though, that the firefights always seemed to 
come in waves. Another night, another 
shift. ^ 
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Casting a Giant Shadow on the 

San Diego Border 

by Isaac Staats 


A S the patrol moved up the side of the 
canyon in the dark of night, the point 
man detected an ambush ahead. 

When the patrol stopped, one man in the 
ambush element moved forward. He was 
obviously armed and dangerous. As the 
point element in the patrol moved forward 
to engage him, flank security moved right to 
check a second armed man moving toward 
the unit. 

When the flank security man moved past 
a bush, looking at the second man, a third 
man popped up with a handgun and the 
darkness erupted with gunfire. The flank 
security man returned fire with his own 
handgun. The two men stood there, blasting 
away at each other, less than 3 feet apart, 
orange flashes framing them against the 
pitch-black night. 

Other members of the patrol opened fire 
and, finally, one of the bullets struck the 
ambusher between the eyes, blowing away 
the back of his skull. The ambusher was 
dead long before his body stopped rolling 
down the steep side of the canyon, leaving 
behind a long trail of blood. 

For a moment, Fred Stevens just stood 


Stevens 9 knowledge, experience, skill and 
dedication contribute much to the successes 
of the San Diego Border Crime Prevention 
Units. 

there. ‘ ‘I couldn’t believe it. So many things 
go through your mind... Those firefights 
always start so suddenly. And then it’s so 
quiet.” 

Stevens radioed, “PA down... I’m 
hit...” 

A few months later, Stevens reflected, “I 
didn’t want to lie down. I didn’t want to die 
out there. I kept fighting to stay conscious. I 
thought about Lydia, my girls, ’Nam... 
Then the guys arrived.” 


COVERING THE HOME 
FRONT 

Based in the San Diego area, Isaac 
Staats writes on law enforcement sub¬ 
jects. This article on the border action 
occurring virtually in his own back yard 
is his first for SOF. He served in Special 
Forces in Vietnam. 


One patrol member later said, “The 
shock of the gunfight was nothing compared 
to the realization that we could lose Fred. 
We fumbled to move him to a comfortable 
position, to treat him for shock, and I felt as 
though my own life was draining away. 
Fred Stevens couldn’t die. He had been 
through too much, come too far, lived 
through too many violent fights. I suddenly 
realized that, in my mind, I had come to 
count on him as being immortal. The idea 
that he might not be seemed as outrageous 
as the sun falling out of the sky.” 

A helicopter whisked Stevens away to a 
nearby hospital, where wounds in his left 
hip, left thigh, right thigh and left arm were 
treated. “There was an angel of mercy on 
that bird, ” he said. * ‘She kept talking to me, 
kept me conscious on the flight to the hos¬ 
pital. She was great.. 

A week later, a slug which had come to 
rest near his spinal column was surgically 
removed. His bulletproof vest had stopped 
two rounds, including a killer shot above his 
heart. 

Fred Stevens spent three tours of duty in 
Vietnam between 1964 and 1970. But this 
ambush that had felled him was not sprung 
by the Viet Cong or by a North Vietnamese 
Army squad. This was not one of the many 
firefights in which he was engaged in Viet¬ 
nam. This ground on which U.S. Border 
Patrol Supervisory Patrol Agent Fred 
Stevens spilled his blood, on 4 May 1985, 
was U.S. soil — the canyons of southern 
San Diego. The ambushers his team en¬ 
countered were bandits, criminals lying in 
wait to prey on illegal aliens sneaking north 
into the United States from Mexico. 

Harold W. Ezell, western regional com¬ 
missioner for the U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, has many times de¬ 
scribed those San Diego canyons as a “war 
zone.” People in San Diego don’t realize 
how deadly those nearby canyons can be, 
how on occasion they do indeed resemble a 
war zone. 

Ezell recalled awaiting word from the 
doctors in the hospital after Stevens was 
shot, talking with Stevens’ wife, Lydia: 
“She told me right there that if Fred wanted 
to return to the canyons, she’d support him 
because she believed in what he was 
doing.” 

Ezell recalled her words about the ban¬ 
dits’ intended victims, the illegal aliens her 
husband and his team were out in those 
canyons that night to protect: “This is my 
country,” she said. “Whether they’re here 
legally or not, they shouldn’t be raped and 
robbed or murdered. I want my husband to 
protect them.” 

In law enforcement circles in San Diego, 
Stevens, 39, the father of two girls, is a 
legend. Fellow Border Patrol agents, San 
Diego police officers and San Diego County 
deputy sheriffs respect Stevens for his skill as a 
Border Patrol agent, the compassion he has for 
the illegal aliens, the intelligence network he 
has established along the border, the talent he 
brings to the Border Crime Prevention Units 
and his amicable personality. 
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EXPERIENCE BREEDS 
TACTICS 

Fred Stevens has command presence. 
He is small yet stout, fiery yet easy¬ 
going. His Peruvian blood and his life in 
America suspend him between lan¬ 
guages, much like his job with the U.S. 
Border Patrol stations him between two 
worlds. He is one of the most respected 
individuals who has ever served on the 
Border Crime Prevention Unit, and he is 
probably the person most responsible for 
its professional success. 

Stevens talks with a quiet, deep voice in 
a rough, Latino-twanged style, giving les¬ 
sons from the land and the people he 
understands all too well. He knows every¬ 
one: the elusive coyotes with the ground 
level information, die hurting and humble 
polios, the foul baja polios , and most of the 
key BCPU team members. 

Having been the senior patrol agent on 
the first BCPU team, Stevens knows the 
BCPU’s tactics, from the chalkboard 
sketches to the live action. With more 
than nine years on the Border Patrol, one 
year spent in deep cover, and three tours 
in Vietnam from 1965 through 1970, he 
knows what it takes to be effective in the 
field against the shadowy bandits. 

Like other Vietnam veterans on the 
BCPU, Stevens finds the hills of South¬ 
ern California very different from the 
rice paddies of Southeast Asia. 

Tactics are a difference. “Number 
one, we are here to prevent crime, 0 
Stevens states. The BCPU must adhere 
to police procedures, penal codes and 
federal laws — which include, for exam¬ 
ple, the requirement that they identify 
themselves as policia before any action 
is taken. 

“If I was in the military, 0 Stevens 
says, “and I suspected an enemy to be in 
that bush over there, 1 could recoil by 
fire. You can’t do it out here where 
thousands of innocent people are walk¬ 
ing around in the dark, ” 

Stevens recalls some of the problems 
he encountered in the field with the first 
BCPU team he worked with: “Once we 
started takin’ a walk, we discovered a 
few things. One, the Border Patrol men 
had a bad habit of chasing people/’ he 
laughs, “regardless of who the person 
was. And the police officers had 
this other bad habit, that the first thing 
they saw or didn’t like, on goes the flash¬ 
light. Bink.” 

For that first year and a half, Stevens 
worked the hills, listening for whispered 
secrets from the coyotes and the polios, 
rolling in the mud and dirt in the shadow 
of the Adobe Wall with the baja polios , 
and learning hard-as-lead lessons in 
three firefights. 

Throughout that time, tactics were 
molded with Stevens’ eyes, hands and 
mind. With the assistance of others, he 


Stevens’ easygoing personality underlies 
the respect he receives both from fellow 
law enforcement officers and the illegal 
aliens he is assigned to police and 
protect. 

combined the strategic planning of 
SWAT, the aggressive movements of 
the military, the consideration of inno¬ 
cent people’s lives and the needs of the 
unit, creating out of the mixture most of 
the principles the BCPU uses in the field 
today. 

The San Diego County Sheriffs Spe¬ 
cial Enforcement Detail (SED), with 
which Stevens currently works, con¬ 
ducts the same operation as the BCPU 
along a river bottom within the county’s 
jurisdiction, less than five miles from the 
border. There is a lot of alien traffic 
through the mucky ravine, and where 
there are aliens, there are bandits. 
“They have the advantage,” Stevens 
says. “They get to make the first 
move.” 

Using Stevens’ tactics one night, the 
SED successfully ambushed an ambush. 
Knowing about where the bandits usual¬ 
ly struck because of their ever-present 
need for drug money, Stevens had three 
team members walking single file down 
a narrow trail. As muzzle flashes lit up 
the night in a crossfire, the lead men 
covered themselves while eight officers 
split and swept in for the arrest. The 
bandits had ended up shooting more at 
themselves than at the team. 

Stevens’ fortitude, his hard knowl¬ 
edge of the hills and his concern for the 
innocents have helped the BCPU be¬ 
come what it is today. And it looks like 
he will have a job to do for a while. Few 
think the new immigration law will in¬ 
fluence the traffic at the border. Even if 
it does, it won’t cut back the number of 
baja polios lurking in the dark land, 
ready to prey on their easy victims, the 
polios. 

The BCPU and the SED will continue 
their dangerous duty. 

— James T. Moss 


And Stevens is unique for another reason: 
He was bom in Peru, immigrated to Amer¬ 
ica legally, and in his teens became a U.S. 
citizen. 

“My family and I appreciate what this 
country is and what it has to offer perhaps 
more than most Americans bom here,” 
Stevens said. “A lot of Americans take their 
inalienable rights for granted. I don’t.” 

The night he was shot, Stevens was on 
patrol with one of two Border Crime Pre¬ 
vention Units which attempt to protect the 
thousands of illegal aliens entering the Unit¬ 
ed States in the San Diego area. One unit is 
composed of Border Patrol agents and San 
Diego Police Department volunteers. The 
first unit started patrolling the canyons in 
1984. In 1985, the San Diego County Sher¬ 
iffs Department joined forces with the Bor¬ 
der Patrol and formed a second Border 
Crime Prevention Unit, which patrols far¬ 
ther east from the San Ysidro Port of Entry. 

Stevens was one of the Border Crime 
Prevention Unit pioneers. 

“It’s the most dangerous job in the Bor¬ 
der Patrol, but it’s also the most important, 
in my opinion, because we are out there 
protecting those who can’t protect them¬ 
selves,” he said. 

Four months after he was shot, Stevens 
cut short his time off by two days to help the 
second Border Crime Prevention Unit go 
operational. Although he didn’t go out on 
actual foot patrol that night, he briefed the 
teams before they deployed into the can¬ 
yons, sharing intelligence he had developed 
regarding bandit activity in the area. In¬ 
cluded in his report were rumors that some 
of the bandits had begun carrying rifles and 
possibly automatic weapons. Later he 
helped direct the patrols from the observa¬ 
tion truck, which was equipped with night- 
vision equipment. 

‘ ‘These bandits represent the darkest side 
of mankind — raping, robbing and shooting 
unarmed, passive people; people who are 
simply trying to improve their station in 
life,” Stevens said. “The bandits are spine¬ 
less cowards.” 

One of the areas Stevens frequents is the 
filthy, rock-strewn gathering place for ille¬ 
gal aliens known as the “Soccer Field’ ’ — a 
piece of U.S. soil located in San Diego just 
across the border from the Tijuana com¬ 
munity of Colonia Libertad. On any given 
day, Stevens can be found mingling among 
the illegal aliens who are there waiting for 
night to fall before beginning their north¬ 
ward trek. He circulates, seeking to get the 
latest word on the bandits and on where they 
last attacked. 

“I never have any problems down 
there,” Stevens said of his forays to the 
Soccer Field. ‘‘They know I’m there to help 
protect the people. They trust me.” 

One evening, shortly before launching a 
mission into the deadly Otay River Bottom 
area, Stevens was standing on top of a mesa, 
just north of the border, overlooking Ti¬ 
juana. The panorama was stunning. The sun 

Continued on page 82 
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SOF ELITE UNITS 


IN DEFENSE 
OF THE REALM 



Britain’s 
Gurkhas 
Soldier On 

by Tom Marks 

LEFT: Smiling in the 
face of adversity, a 
Gurkha trademark. 

Photo: Robin Adshead 

BELOW: A Gurkha 
“brick” in position 
overlooking likely 
avenues of approach 
for illegal immigrants 
near Sha Tau Kok, 

Hong Kong. Photo: 

Robin Adshead 



R IFLEMAN Biplop Rupacha peers into 
the blackness of a Hong Kong winter’s 
night. In his night vision device, the hilly 
sector of the border with China appears a 
plasma-like neon green — broken under¬ 
growth and distant twinkles of light but no 
human forms. He sits back. * ‘No 1.1. (illegal 
immigrants). Too difficult now. Too 
cold.” 

He smiles, that smile so unique to Gur¬ 
khas, a cross between a shy and yet mis¬ 
chievous grin. In his twenties and already a 
veteran of six years with the 10th Princess 
Mary’s Own Gurkha Rifles, or 10 GR for 
short, Biplop enlisted because his father had 


done so before him. Though the elder 
Rupacha had been one of the elite few, a 
Queen’s Gurkha Officer, World War II had 
left its mark. He urged his son to choose 
another calling. Not to be put off his own 
chance to serve the Crown, Biplop signed 
up anyhow and became, on the British 
Army rolls, 4675. 

Once paired off, the number and Biplop 
were inseparable. In a procedure which at 
times borders on low comedy, both offi¬ 
cers and men can be heard referring to 
Gurkha servicemen by their serial num¬ 
bers, as though the hardy tribesmen from 
the hills of Nepal have somehow dis¬ 


appeared into a British Foreign Legion. 
Earlier in the evening, for instance, 4675 
had introduced me to his partner in the 
observation post, 1406, whom he con¬ 
tinued to address in that manner through¬ 
out the evening. Like many other things in 
their surroundings, the numbers were 
something of a mystery to the two troops. 
But there wasn’t really much point in 
speculation. It simply was the way things 
were. 

That is the Gurkha outlook in a nutshell. 
Do what has to be done — do it well and 
leave philosophizing to others who have 
idle time on their hands. Such fellows cer- 
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RIGHT: Decorated 
Queen’s Gurkha 
Officer looks on as his 
men are inspected. 
QGOs rise through the 
ranks and provide the 
backbone of the British 
Gurkha system. Photo: 
Tom Marks 

FAR RIGHT: Gurkha 
recruit. Photo: Robin 
Adshead 

BELOW: Gurkhas 
boarding a Royal Air 
Force Wessex 
helicopter. Photo: 
Robin Adshead 





tainiy aren't in a Gurkha regiment. There, 
the business at hand is soldiering, pure and 
simple. “Duty,” Gurkhas invariably reply 
when asked why they do something. Al¬ 
ways duty. They say it with a reverence long 
since lost in most of the West, their words 
rich with the respect that filled my own 
father’s admonitions that any job worth 
doing is worth doing well. 

The job at hand this night is to watch the 
border for illegal immigrants, a boring, tir¬ 
ing task which occupies each company of 
the regiment for a month or two each year 
when it is in Hong Kong. The two Gurkhas, 
in position astride a good avenue of 
approach from the Chinese border, are half 


AT HOME WITH THE 
GURKHAS 

Tom Marks covered the Gurkhas in 
his usual way — by following them into 
the field. His previous forays into the 
bush have resulted in two articles from 
the Philippines, “Island Fighting” 
(SOF, July 1986) and “Cease-Fire Ma¬ 
neuvers” (SOF, May 1987), as well as 
an up-close look at another Asian war in 
“Counter-Insurgency in Sri Lanka” 
(SOF, February 1987). ; :,f 


of a four-man observation team, or 
“brick,” from D Company (D Coy). The 
term brick came into general use in the 
urban environment of Northern Ireland. 
Here, it is a bit incongruous amidst the hilly, 
broken terrain of the Sha Tau Kok area. 

The other two brick members are alert on 
the crest of the rocky hill. Such teams dot 
the border, where they pull shifts of 12 or 24 
hours. Mercifully, ours is but 12 hours. This 
may be the Orient, but the December night 
is so cold that three layers of coats and a 
sleeping bag do nothing to still my shiver¬ 
ing. For my brick partners it might as well 
be just another summer’s night in the Hima¬ 
layas. They take turns on watch and sleep 
soundly while my teeth chatter. 

Cold has begun to slow the steady stream 
of LI. who seek a better life in Hong Kong. 
Only 100 individuals were nabbed in 
November, down from a high of 192 in 
September and 134 in October. Most 
attempted crossings at this time of year are 
overland, for efforts to swim are virtually 
doomed by, as one Gurkha officer put it, the 
“bloody cold” temperatures. Still, some 
try, and a special Gurkha Boat Company, 
assisted by a unit of the Special Boat Squad¬ 
ron on temporary assignment, patrol fa¬ 
vored water routes. On land approaches the 
Gurkhas are assisted by regular police and 
dog patrols. Those apprehended are handed 


over to the police. 

Gurkhas along the frontier do not carry 
firearms. Instead, they are issued riot clubs. 
Such armament is not as meager as it might 
seem. Hanging on his belt, each man has the 
famed kukri, the curved blade which is syn¬ 
onymous with the term Gurkha. While vio¬ 
lence is unusual during apprehensions, it 
does occur. In August 1986 a rifleman was 
electrocuted when he was knocked into an 
electrified fence during a scuffle with his 
quarry. 

Tonight, however, is unbroken darkness 
and silence. I sit and talk softly with 1406, 
who in reality is Corporal Gum Sher Rai, 
age 31, father of three children. His family 
is waiting at Burma Lines, the camp which 
is 10 GR’s home for this rotation. A Gur¬ 
kha’s family can spend only three years of 
his 15-year enlistment with him. For the 
remainder, they must stay in Nepal, where 
Gum Sher visits them every three years on 
the six-month home leave extended to all 
Gurkhas at this interval. To make up for the 
absent personnel, 10 GR, like all Gurkha 
units, is about a third larger than other infan¬ 
try battalions in the British Army. 

Like his friend Biplop, Gum Sher’s Gur¬ 
kha service is something of a family tradi¬ 
tion. His father was an “Indian Gurkha”; 
that is, a Gurkha in one of the estimated-to- 
be 40-plus Gurkha battalions in the Indian 
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RIGHT: The world’s 
best infantrymen in the 
making. Recruit squad 
at the Brigade of 
Gurkhas training 
depot, Hong Kong. 
Photo: Robin Adshead 

CENTER: Recruit field 
training, Hong Kong. 
Photo: Robin Adshead 

BELOW: Gurkha 
recruit practicing 
vehicle anti-ambush 
drills. Photo: Robin 
Adshead 





Array. As the hours pass, we talk about 10 
GR and the life of the Gurkha soldier. Eng¬ 
lish is now the working language for all 
units — Gurkhali (the British Army term for 
Nepalese) was still used when last I spent 
time with a Gurkha unit—so we experience 
no communications gaps. I am particularly 
interested in whether Gum Sher had been 
tempted to follow in his father’s regimental 
footsteps, to join the Indian Gurkhas. He 
thought about it, he says, but becoming a 
British Gurkha was the pinnacle as far as a 
Gurkha was concerned. Why strive for any¬ 
thing less? 

Tradition aside, the lure of Gurkha life, 
as far as Gum Sher is concerned, lies in the 
chance to travel. Nine out of ten Gurkhas 
will say the same. And travel Gum Sher has, 
serving in, among others, Hong Kong, Be¬ 
lize, Brunei, Fiji and the United Kingdom. 
He is particularly eager to see Hawaii, 
where D Company will deploy in mid-1987 
for a two-month exchange with the 25th 
Infantry Division of Schofield Barracks, a 
unit with which I once served. 

As first light breaks and we move ginger¬ 
ly down to a pickup point, we agree to meet 
again in Hawaii. 

A Memorable Year 

For most Gurkha soldiers, Hawaii con¬ 
jures up visions of paradise and a chance to 
see yet another foreign land. But for many, 
especially the officer corps, the islands 


evoke bad memories best forgotten, 
memories of an event that shook the institu¬ 
tion which is the Gurkhas to its very core. 
For in Hawaii the unthinkable happened — 
discipline broke down. During an exchange 
visit in May 1986, a few disgruntled mem¬ 
bers of Support Company, 1st Battalion 7th 
Gurkha Rifles (1/7 GR), attacked their com¬ 
pany commander, a British major, and a 
Queen’s Gurkha Officer who came to his 
assistance. Both officers suffered broken 
ribs. When the troops closed ranks and re¬ 
fused to cooperate with the subsequent offi¬ 
cial inquiry aimed at identifying the cul¬ 
prits, virtually the entire company was dis¬ 
missed and sent home to Nepal. 

The shock waves which reverberated 
from Honolulu to Hong Kong to London 
were predictable. Gurkhas attacking their 
officers? The thought was unthinkable. 
Altogether, 123 Gurkhas departed (some 
accounts say 111). They were not given 
dishonorable discharges; their services were 
simply terminated. Thirty-six reportedly 
exercised their rights of appeal (12 to date 
have apparently been reinstated). For the 
remainder, many of them combat veterans 
of the Falklands campaign, their boyhood 
dreams had ended. 

Even as the news broke in early August, 
five Gurkhas of the 2nd Battalion of the 2nd 
Gurkha Rifles (2/2 GR), returning to Britain 
from leave in Nepal, were apprehended 


attempting to smuggle into the country 
marijuana and heroin valued at $350,000. 
Shortly afterward, at Reading Crown Court, 
they were sentenced to terms of one to six 
years imprisonment. 

When it rains it pours. At almost the very 
moment the 1/7 Gurkhas were having their 
problems in Hawaii during May 1986, vio¬ 
lence erupted in the normally placid hill 
country of the Daijeeling District in north¬ 
ern India. There, the Gorkha National Lib¬ 
eration Front (GNLF), led by a former Indi¬ 
an Gurkha corporal. Subash Ghising, was 
demanding establishment of a separate Gur¬ 
kha state within the Indian union. Many of 
its members were unemployed former Indi¬ 
an Gurkha servicemen — at least 40,000 of 
whom are reported to live in the district. 
GNLF violence led to nearly a dozen deaths 
and the evacuation of 3,000 tourists from 
Darjeeling. Indian troops were deployed to 
control the separatists. 

Such a coincidence of events — assault, 
drugs, rebellion — was too good to be 
passed up. The press had a field day. “Fad¬ 
ing Legend” blared one headline; “Trou¬ 
bled Times for a Legend” said another. 
Despite the unrelated nature of the events, 
they all had Gurkhas in common. The vul¬ 
tures began to circle. The Hawaii incident 
naturally took precedence, it being human 
drama fairly easy to cover, but everything 
from Gurkha pay to the state of Gurkhali 
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LEFT: Shot out. 
Gurkha mortarman 
crouching by his 81mm 
mortar during live 
firing exercises on 
Hong Kong. Photo: 
Robin Adshead 

BELOW: Taking their 
turn at ceremonial 
duties, Gurkhas of the 
7th Gurkha Rifles 
mount the guard at 
Buckingham Palace 
with Grenadier 
Guardsmen. Photo: 
Robin Adshead 


proficiency among British Gurkha officers 
became fair game. The discussion eventual¬ 
ly expanded to include speculation on the 
very future of the Gurkha units in the British 
Army. 

Predictably, as is their trademark in 
trying times, the Gurkhas soldiered on. 
Faced, for really the first time, with nega¬ 
tive comment — the Argentines had tried 
unsuccessfully to foment global censure of 
the British use of Gurkhas (the 1/7 GR) 
during the Falklands campaign — the units 
went about their business. Naturally, troops 
with whom I talked said, they felt deeply 
what had happened, but duty was para¬ 
mount. Nothing would be allowed to detract 
from that. 

How, then, had the incident with Support 
Company 1/7 GR happened? What concept 
of duty had prevailed there? The heart of the 
answer lies not in the tawdry specifics of the 
attack but rather in the context. And the 
context tells a great deal about the Gurkhas. 

As the saying goes, there are no bad sol¬ 
diers, only bad officers. Given proper lead¬ 
ership, even the worst of men can be made 
to soldier properly. Take outstanding hu¬ 
man material, lead them well, and you 
have, well, the Gurkhas. Each year a single 
“intake' ' of Gurkhas is recruited in the cen¬ 
tral mountain areas of Nepal. Flown to 
Hong Kong for 41 weeks of basic training, 
these fortunate few, normally fewer than 


500 per annum selected from thousands of 
applicants, swear their oath of allegiance in 
individual regimental ceremonies con¬ 
ducted as the calendar year ends. 

The text of that oath is illuminating (see 
the accompanying “A Gurkha Soldier's 
Oath”). A new Gurkha swears allegiance to 
his regiment, to his officers and superiors, 
and to his comrades. It was the conflict 
between the second and third of these loyal¬ 
ties that ultimately caused the departure of 
the errant 1/7 GR company. For, as the oath 
concludes, “If I should fail to honour my 
vows may God destroy me.” 

Officers interviewed in December sadly 
noted that “the lads” had been well aware 
of the consequences of refusing to cooperate 
with the official investigation. They had 
been informed repeatedly that a breach such 
as had occurred could not be allowed to 
exist. Still, they remained true to their 
pledge to “honestly and faithfully defend 
[their] comrades” and to “commit no act 
which may cause them harm.” What made 
the punishment which followed all the more 
heartbreaking was that the officer involved, 
Major Corin Pearce, was not a Gurkha Offi¬ 
cer, but was rather on a three-year second¬ 
ment from a regular British unit and only 
months away from rotating back to his 
parent outfit. 

It is necessary to explain that four types of 
officers are present in any Gurkha unit. The 



backbone is provided by Queen’s Gurkha 
Officers (QGOs), Gurkhas who have risen 
through the ranks and who comprise most of 
the officers in the battalion. They are nor¬ 
mally platoon leaders and company second- 
in-commands (2IC). It is their experience 
that makes for the exceptional proficiency 
displayed by Gurkha units. Serving over 
them in the key positions of command are 
British Gurkha Officers, regular British of¬ 
ficers who make the Gurkhas their regimen¬ 
tal home. At any one time there will normal¬ 
ly be a few platoons commanded by new 
British second lieutenants (2LT) learning 
the ropes, together with various captains 
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FAR LEFT: Gurkha 
mortar man, Hong 
Kong. Photo: Robin 
Adshead 

LEFT: Gurkha 
determines deflection 
and elevation for 
mortars using a fire 
control data computer. 
Photo: Robin Adshead 

BELOW: Gurkha 
trains with the Bren 
Gun in the jungles of 
Brunei. Photo: Robin 
Adshead 


and majors commanding the companies and 
filling the staff positions. Battalion com¬ 
manders are lieutenant colonels. 

Additionally, there are a small number of 
Gurkhas who hold regular British Army 
commissions and thus may perform all the 
duties of British Gurkha Officers (or even 
transfer to other regiments). Queen’s Gur¬ 
kha Officers serve only with Gurkha troops. 
British Gurkha Officers, however, regular¬ 
ly perform career broadening tours away 
from their regiment This creates temporary 
gaps which must be filled by the fourth 
category of officer, British officers on 
secondment from the army at large, a loan 
of sorts to tide the unit over until its British 
Gurkha Officers return. 

Secondment works to the benefit of all 
concerned. It allows the regiment to send its 
officers away for experiences they could not 
gain within the regiment. My host at D 
Company, Major Mike Trueman, for in¬ 
stance. had only recently returned from a 
tour as a helicopter pilot with British forces 
in Germany. Other officers may gain com¬ 
bat experience in Northern Ireland, where 
Gurkha units are not allowed to serve for 
reasons of political sensitivity. Simul¬ 
taneously, the seconded officer gets the 
chance to serve with the Gurkhas and ex¬ 
perience the legend firsthand. These per¬ 
sonnel, of course, bring their own experi¬ 


ences and expertise. 

It is easy to see, however, that there 
might also be problems with secondment, 
not the least of which is language. Though 
all Gurkhas now learn English, it is also true 
that British Gurkha Officers are required to 
pass a proficiency examination in Gurkhali 
within their first 12-18 months of service. 
The language is widely used in communi¬ 
cating with the troops, who also use it with 
each other. .Seconded officers may or may 
not prove capable of mastering the tongue in 
the short time they are with a Gurkha unit. 
Similarly, a regular British Gurkha Officer 
who, for whatever reason, does not hit it off 
with Gurkhas quickly transfers elsewhere. 

Secondment is by its very nature basical¬ 
ly an extended orientation tour in which the 
borrowed officer’s technical skills take 
precedence over his personality. Consider¬ 
ing the laws of probability, it seems almost 
inevitable that eventually an individual per¬ 
sonality from outside might not mesh com¬ 
pletely with the Gurkha way of doing 
things. According to best evidence, this is 
what happened in the Support Company 1/7 
GR case. 

Gurkhas are renowned for the bonds they 
maintain with their officers. Says a 1982 
publication, “Every Gurkha knows that 
whatever his officer—Gurkha or British — 
decides and orders must be best for the unit 



and himself. No Gurkha would ever doubt 
an officer’s order.” For whatever the 
reason, this did not prove to be the case for 
Major Pearce and the QGO who rushed to 
his defense; as fate would have it, it was 
Captain (QGO) Chandra Kumar Pradhan, 
the only QGO to be “Mentioned in Dis¬ 
patches” during the Falklands campaign. In 
the incident’s aftermath, numerous griev¬ 
ances surfaced ranging from dissatisfaction 
with low pay to the poor quality of rice 
received while training in Hawaii to 
allegedly insulting remarks about Gurkhas 
and Nepal made by Major Pearce. None of 
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LEFT: Gurkhas seem 
to feel at home in any 
environment, from 
their native hill country 
of Nepal to the jungles 
of Malaya. Photo: 
Robin Adshead 


these complaints were serious enough to 
prompt an assault on an officer. 

Of greater consequence, as my own dis¬ 
cussions with various Gurkha soldiers and 
their officers seemed to reveal, was that the 
bonds of trust between the outsider, Major 
Pearce, and his unit failed to jell. It was 
pointless to point the finger and search for 
individual fault. The end would have been 
the same — small grievances, present in any 
unit, became larger than themselves and led 
to an explosion. Not only individuals but the 
Gurkha legend suffered the consequences. 

Remnant of Empire? 

What is remarkable about much of the 
media commentary that emerged as details 
of the Hawaii incident were discussed is the 
notion, either stated explicitly or implied, 
that the Gurkhas are an anachronism whose 
time has passed. The most negative line 
holds that allowing Gurkhas to serve in the 
British Army is an insult to Nepal’s inde¬ 
pendence. A more general view seems to be 
that they are quaint little men who spend 
their time guarding the Hong Kong border. 
And with Hong Kong itself scheduled to be 
given back to China in 1997, continues the 
argument, what possible role can there be 
for Nepalese highlanders in Britain’s 
service? 

Though these approaches do have some 
factual basis, they are wide of the mark. The 
Gurkhas are rich in heritage and tradition 
but hardly a remnant of empire reduced to 
police duties linked only to a British pres¬ 
ence in Hong Kong. As for the purported 
insult to Nepal of having its men serve.. .. 
That seems best left to the individuals con¬ 
cerned, not armchair political philosophers. 

Gurkha service in the British Army did 
originate in the colonial past. Impressed by 
the qualities of the Gurkhas during their 
campaigns against them between 1814 and 
1816, the British raised four battalions as 
part of the Honourable East India Company 
armed forces. From that time the Gurkhas 
continued in service, proving especially 


A GURKHA SOLDIER’S 
OATH 

In the presence of Sri Sri Pashupati 
Nath of Nepal, having touched my Reg¬ 
imental Flag, the Mahabir Swami Flag, 
the Battle Honours and Drums promise 
that 

*‘I.swear that wherever I go 

i or whatever I do, in peace or in war, 1 
I will to the best of my ability always 
[ guard the honour and good name of my 
Regiment. 

“I also swear that I will, as a duty 
bound, faithfully obey all orders given to 
me by my officers and seniors. 

“I also swear that l will honestly and 
faithfully defend my conuades and will 
commit no act which may cause them 

“If I should fail to honour my vows 
may God destroy me.’’ 


loyal during the Indian Mutiny of 1857. In 
World War II Gurkha strength rose to a 
substantial 40 battalions, not including 
eight battalions in the Nepalese Army and 
other parachute, training, garrison and por¬ 
ter units. Casualties in the world wars ex¬ 
ceeded 43,000. 

Indian independence and the subsequent 
violence of partition proved a traumatic 
time. The ten Gurkha regiments of the Brit¬ 
ish Indian Army were divided. Four regi¬ 
ments, each with two battalions, were trans¬ 
ferred to the British Army, while the re¬ 
maining six regiments went to the newly 
formed Indian Army. With force reduction 
over the years, the British Brigade of Gur¬ 
khas was whittled back to some 8,000 sol¬ 
diers. The principal combat strength in 1987 
lay in five infantry battalions representing 
the four regiments: 2nd King Edward VTTs 
Own Gurkha Rifles (1st and 2nd Battal¬ 
ions), 6th Queen Elizabeth’s Own Gurkha 
Rifles (one battalion), 7th Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles (one battalion) 
and 10th Princess Mary’s Own Gurkha 
Rifles (one battalion). Providing support 
were The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers, 
Queen’s Gurkha Signals, Gurkha Transport 
Regiment and various depots and smaller 
contingents. 

In contrast to reductions in the British 
Brigade of Gurkhas, Gurkha units in the 
Indian Army have continued to flourish. 
Due to their habitual state of tension with 
Pakistan and, to a lesser extent, China, the 
Indians are quite secretive about their order 
of battle. Sources differ, yet it seems clear 
that the six Gurkha regiments presently sup¬ 
port a strength of more than 40 line battal¬ 
ions, or nearly 50,000 men. These maintain 
much the same traditions that they did under 
the British, and they have seen action in all 
of India’s post-independence conflicts as 


well as in various police actions such as 
United Nations duty in the Congo. 

Gurkhas are also prominent in the 
Nepalese armed forces and have deployed 
to the Middle East as part of United Nations 
contingents. The precise ethnic breakdown 
of Nepalese forces, however, is vague. 
Here a distinction must be made. All Gur¬ 
khas are Nepalese, but all Nepalese are not 
Gurkhas. The British recruit from the 
Nepalese clans, or jats, which historically 
have been designated as “martial tribes.” 
Technically, a Gurkha was one who served 
in the army of Prithwi Narayan, King of 
Gorkha (in central Nepal), a monarch who 
succeeded in conquering all of Nepal. In 
reality the term has expanded to include any 
of the highlanders who are selected for en¬ 
listment in the British Army. Each battal¬ 
ion, though, draws its recruits from a par¬ 
ticular geographic area and certain jats . For 
example, 10 GR enlists its Gurkhas from the 
two large clans of Eastern Nepal, the Rais 
and the Limbus. 

“British Gurkhas Nepal,” the British 
force in Nepal, maintains two principal re¬ 
cruiting centers to screen applicants, esti¬ 
mated at more than 80,000 each year, and to 
process through the selected recruits. These 
centers, located at Pokhara in central Nepal 
and Dharan in the east, were established 
when Gurkha recruiting facilities in India 
were finally vacated in 1958. Besides re¬ 
cruiting, they serve to dispense Gurkha pen¬ 
sions. A transit camp in the Nepalese capital 
of Katmandu prepares the enlistees for 
transport to Hong Kong. 

Indian recruiting practices, like the par¬ 
ticulars of the Indian Gurkhas themselves, 
are vague, but are centered in the border 
areas. Since citizens of Nepal and India may 
pass freely between the two countries, Gur¬ 
khas who desire to join the Indian Gurkha 
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RIGHT: Soldier of the 
6th QEO Gurkha Rifles 
on guard duty. Photo: 
Robin Adshead 

FAR RIGHT: Gurkhas 
taking a break from 
patrolling in Malaysia. 
Photo: Robin Adshead 

BELOW: Standing 
watch at the 
Regimental Quarter 
Guard of the 6th QEO 
Gurkha Rifles. Photo: 
Robin Adshead 
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regiments simply cross over to a depot and 
enlist. India also recruits from its own large 
resident Nepalese population. Interestingly, 
one of the complaints of the Gorkha Nation¬ 
al Liberation Front has been that India does 
not, in its distribution of post-service bene¬ 
fits, adequately distinguish between Gur¬ 
khas of Nepalese and Indian citizenship. In 
other words, what is sufficient and 
appropriate for a hillsman from a relatively 
undeveloped country such as Nepal may not 
be what is needed for Gurkhas resident in 
India. 

Besides the British, Indian and Nepalese 
armies, Gurkhas serve in two other forces 
which are much less publicized. The Sultan 
of Brunei maintains a Gurkha Reserve 
Battalion comprising Gurkhas who have left 
British service. Brunei, where the British 
maintain a jungle warfare center, is, in fact, 
a posting for a regular Gurkha battalion 
charged with various aspects of internal and 
external security. The Gurkha Reserve 
Battalion, in contrast, is reported to func¬ 
tion as the “palace guard,” the final line of 
defense for the Sultan himself. Officered by 
ex-British Gurkha Officers, members of the 
battalion are signed on for three-year 
periods at good pay rates. According to 
Gurkhas with whom I discussed the subject, 
a prospective recruit must be recommended 
based on his British Gurkha service. 


In contrast, the second of the lesser- 
known forces, that of Singapore, is actually 
recruited by the British directly through 
their infrastructure in Nepal. Constituted as 
Gurkha Contingent Singapore Police Force, 
the unit is essentially an understrength bat¬ 
talion that serves as the “final sanction” 
guard force. Its headquarters and four guard 
companies are officered by Gurkhas, but the 
commander and 2IC are British. In 1985 
plans were announced for the expansion of 
the companies, bringing the contingent 
closer to full battalion strength. 

These forces are of considerable impor¬ 
tance economically to Nepal. Officially, the 
country’s leading sources of foreign ex¬ 
change are jute, tourism and garments. Un¬ 
officially, though, the pay given to British 
Gurkhas alone must stand among these 
three. Even the roughest of calculations ar¬ 
rives at a payroll in excess of $20 million. 
Furthermore, pensions paid to former Brit¬ 
ish Gurkhas, 1985 figures show, come 
themselves to nearly $10 million. By way of 
contrast, the most recent inflow from tour¬ 
ism was just under $26 million annually. 
Thus, if revenues realized from the British 
Gurkhas are combined with what is earned 
in other formations, notably the Indian Gur¬ 
kha regiments, soldiering surely ranks as 
Nepal’s premier hard cash earner. 

Is this an insult to the country? Some in 


Nepal think so. In the May 1986 elections to 
Nepal’s party less Panchayat, or parliament, 
a number of radicals were seated who have 
since made an issue of Gurkha service in 
foreign armies. They have called for an end 
to the practice. For the moment, however, 
the forces of tradition and fiscal prudence 
continue to hold sway. It seems unlikely 
that in the near future Nepal itself will seek 
to terminate the tripartite agreement under 
which Britain and India are allowed to re¬ 
cruit Gurkhas. 

For their part, the British have also af¬ 
firmed that they desire a future Gurkha role 
in their military. A January visit to Nepal by 
John Stanley, the British secretary of state 
for armed forces, revealed that, while the 
number of Gurkhas would decline still 
further following the reversion of Hong 
Kong to Chinese control, probably to about 
5,000, the remaining battalions would be 
posted to Britain and elsewhere. 

This is not as difficult as it might seem. 
Far from sitting on the Hong Kong-China 
border, as many sources seem to envisage, 
most Gurkhas spend their time engaging in 
training which could be relocated. A battal¬ 
ion does an assignment rotation which at 
present consists of four years in Hong 
Kong, two years in Brunei, two years back 
in Hong Kong and finally two years in Brit¬ 
ain. Though formally stationed in these 
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locations, smaller units — or even the 
whole battalion — will deploy elsewhere. 

To cite a common illustration, the British 
tour normally includes duty in Belize (Cen¬ 
tral America), the Falklands, or Germany. 
Likewise, units posted elsewhere will at any 
point in time have individual companies in 
spots such as Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, 
Malaysia and Brunei. In March and April 
1985, 10 GR itself arrived back in Hong 
Kong from Britain. But during the two years 
in the home isles, Corporal Gum Sher esti¬ 
mated that he was elsewhere nearly half the 
time, due to manning requirements which 
took him to Hong Kong for duty at the 
training depot (as well as military schooling 
there), to recruiting duty in Nepal, and to 
Belize. 

To be sure, tours in Hong Kong provide 
excellent training. In contrast to the sky¬ 
scrapers and bustle of Central, Wanchai and 
Kowloon, much of the territory is unde¬ 
veloped and therefore offers good areas for 
many types of military exercises. 10 GR’s 
schedule following its return to Hong Kong 
gives a glimpse of a more or less typical 
Gurkha training year. 

Following block leave (a procedure that 
minimizes disruptions of training) in early 
January and battalion field training through¬ 
out February, the unit began to arrive at 
Burma Lines in the New Territories, Hong 


Kong, in March. The main body arrived in 
late April. May and most of June were spent 
settling into the new quarters and preparing 
for internal security training and duties. 
June culminated with a battalion internal 
security exercise. In July, while serving as 
the frontier reserve for 2/7 GR, 10 GR con¬ 
tinued internal security training, especially 
familiarization of personnel with use of the 
Saracen armored personnel carrier. The in¬ 
ternal security training itself culminated in 
the August exercise Concrete Crisis, per¬ 
formed at the Close Quarter Battle Range 
(CQBR), touted as the most modem and 
sophisticated weapons range in the world. 
Half the battalion then took block leave. At 
the end of the month, border duty com¬ 
menced, lasting until early October, when 


the other half of the battalion took block 
leave before the onset of platoon testing. 
November saw battalion field firing and the 
Skill at Arms Meeting. The year finished in 
December with administration, parades, the 
induction of new recruits and other matters. 

Other battalions were going through 
similar schedules. Even while on border 
duty, each company actually spends only a 
month (in some cases two) patrolling the 
frontier. For the rest of the frontier tour it is 
in reserve and carries on its normal training 
routine. In addition to internal security in¬ 
struction, units regularly go through the 
Adventure Training Centre on the island of 
Ping Chau and conduct limited war training. 

Continued on page 83 


GURKHAS IN PRINT 

• IN GURKHA COMPANY. By 
Lieutenant Colonel JJP. Cross. Arms 
and Armour Press, 2-6 Hampstead 
High Street, London NW31QQ, Eng¬ 
land. Distributed in the United States 
by Sterling Publishing Co, Inc., 2 
Park Avenue, New York, NY 10061. 
1986. 

John Cross has used his 30 years of 
experience leading Gurkha troops to 
produce an in-depth and perceptive 
account of the British Army Gurkhas 
from 1948 to the present. In addition to 
covering the campaigns in which Gur¬ 
khas participated — Malaya, Borneo, 
Cyprus and the South Atlantic — the 
book looks at the difficulties of partition, 
recruiting, the battle against illegal im¬ 
migrants in Hong Kong and life in a 
Gurkha regiment. In Gurkha Com¬ 
pany is by far the best work on the 
Gurkhas in recent years. 

• BUGLES AND A TIGER. By 
John Masters. Michael Joseph Ltd., 
27 Wrights Lane, Kensington, Lon¬ 
don W8.1986. 

The Classic Collection reprint of Mas¬ 
ters’ original 1956 publication, this book 
is, so states the author, “a personal 
adventure.” The first volume of a trilo¬ 
gy, it tells of his pre-World War II Indian 
years as an officer of the 2nd Battalion 
4th Prince of Wales’ Own Gurkha 
Rifles, one of the regiments ultimately 
integrated into the Indian Army. Good 
reading from either the adventure or mil¬ 
itary standpoint, it is particularly valu¬ 
able for the clarity with which it explains 
both the Gurkha and British regimental 
systems. The book is apparently the 
original source for many of the most 
often repeated tales of Gurkha prowess. 

• GURKHAS. By Sandro Tuccl. 
Hamish Hamilton Ltd., Garden 
House, 57-59 Long Acre, London 
WC2E 9JZ. 1985. 

Tucci is known for his superb photog¬ 
raphy and willingness to go where the 
action is to capture events. The result in 


this case is one of the most superb picto¬ 
rial books on the Gurkhas ever to appear. 
Printed in coffee-table format, it follows 
die British Gurkhas from their recruit¬ 
ment in Nepal through basic training and 
integration into the regiments. A good 
27-page introduction by Gurkha author¬ 
ity J.P. Cross, himself a former British 
Gurkha Officer, contains useful in¬ 
formation. Especially valuable is the in¬ 
sight it offers into the mechanics of parti¬ 
tion, when the Gurkha force Was split 
between the Indian and British armies. 

o GURKHA — THE ILLUS¬ 
TRATED HISTORY OF AN ELITE 
FIGHTING FORCE. By Christopher 
Chant. Arms and Armour Press, 2-6 
Hampstead High Street, London 
NW3 1QQ. Distributed in (he United 
States by Sterling Publishing Co., 
Inc., 2 Park Avenue, New York, NY 
10061. 1985. 

Chant’s book is particularly a history 
of the Gurkhas prior to partition. Only a 
short chapter details the activities of the 
British Gurkhas in the decades since 
1947. The Falklands campaign, for in¬ 
stance, rates no more than a few miscel¬ 
laneous lines. Nevertheless, the text and 
myriad photographs are useful for any¬ 
one who is not familiar with Gurkha 
history. 

• THE GURKHAS. By Byron Far- 
well. W.W. Norton & Company Inc., 
500 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 
10110. 1984. 

Farwell is an acknowledged master at 
turning out engaging treatments of Brit¬ 
ish military history. Many readers are 
already familiar with, among others, his 
superb Mr. Kipling’s Army, In The 
Gurkhas he again shows an eye for de¬ 
tail and meaningful anecdote. Thus, the 
book has appeal beyond military circles 
and already has appeared in paperback. 
For the professional reader, its particular 
strength is that it looks not only at the 
history of the British Gurkhas hut at all 
facets of their regimental procedure and 
activities, providing glimpses of Gurkha 
reality which often are glossed over. 
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CAMBODIAN 

KILLING 

GROUND 

Expanding the War Against 
Vietnamese Invaders 

Text & Photos by Peter Douglas 


W E could see very little as we crouched 
low on the hard-baked earth of the 
dried paddy and peered tensely into the hot, 
black Cambodian night. 

The last trace of a moon occasionally 
flickered through the clouds that covered 
the sky and echoed back the distant rumble 
of artillery. Off to the east beyond Siem 
Reap, which was only 20 kilometers from 
where the 480-man unit of the Armee 
Nationale Sihanoukiste (ANS) waited to 
cross the National 6 Highway, lightning 
silently stabbed the earth. 

The highway, which blocked our path, 
linked Siem Reap with Sisophon. It sat on a 
raised earth bank some two meters high, 
appearing as a thick, dark scar dividing the 
darkness of the night sky from the deeper 
blackness of the earth. 

A whispered command passed among the 
men and, like a ripple spreading through a 
pond, troops stood up and prepared to move 
out. Two columns moved toward the shad¬ 
owy forms of the lead scouts already on the 
road, who hissed at the men to hurry across. 
Most were only able to slightly quicken 
their pace, kicking up clouds of choking 
dust invisible in the dark; the fatigue and 
strain of the long march through hostile 
territory were showing on all of us. A few 
quick steps and we were up onto the road — 
really no more than a raised dirt track that 
quickly vanished into the night in both 
directions. A few more steps and we were 
across and down into the flat paddy on the 
other side. 

Here the ground was still wet, covered 
with a thin slippery layer of mud that clung 
to our boots in large lumps or sucked the 
sandals from our feet, which caused the 
pace to slacken. 

Voices rose as men talked softly, telling 
each other that the worst dangers were 
already behind them. All that was left now 
was a march of a few hours to reach secure 
cover before a halt for rest was called. 

The column had moved about 150 meters 
from the road when suddenly two loud shots 
barked out from behind. There were a few 
moments of silence, followed by the report of 
a third round. Because they came from the 
direction of the road we had just crossed, they 
seemed to be of no threat to us at all. One of the 
scouts had become nervous and fired at imag¬ 
ined shadows, we thought. Other than a slight 
start at the first two reports and a feeling of 
annoyance at such gross stupidity, there was 
little or no reaction from the column as it 
continued to walk on. 

Then there was a loud CRACK, followed 
by a second, then dozens of cracks all 
sounding together as the darkness was splin¬ 
tered by burning lines of red tracer bullets 
flying in all directions, some ploughing into 
the mud, others tumbling away into the 
night. Instantly everyone started to run, the 
mud pulling at our feet and slowing our 
escape like a slow-motion nightmare. 

We were caught in a Vietnamese 
ambush, out in the open with no cover at all, 
with no option but to run as fast as possible 
out of the killing ground and hope to sur¬ 


vive. I have never felt such an awful feeling 
of dread. Running as fast as I could, slip¬ 
ping and stumbling as tracers snapped past 
my head, I caught glimpses of what was 
happening around me. All about me men 
were running, their shouts drowned out by 
the explosions of the RPG rockets the Viet¬ 
namese were firing into the fleeing mass. 

Somebody close behind me started to re¬ 
turn the Viets’ fire, the rapid barking of his 
AK assault rifle making a different sound 
than the deafening, smacking cracks of the 
incoming rounds the ambushers were pour¬ 
ing into our ranks. 

Cooking pots clattered as they fell from 
backpacks. Everyone was bent over running 
very low, trying to take giant strides. The 
tracers passed so close to the ground they 
cast a red glow across the earth as they raced 
past. Behind, the line of muzzle flashes 
sparkled from the ambush party in an even 
line along the road. 

Lieutenant Te Kow urged me to run 
quickly, advice I hardly needed as I was 
already running for all I was worth. So 
many rockets were exploding that it sound¬ 
ed like a thunderstorm directly overhead. 

After the first few men had fired back at 
the Vietnamese, the incoming fire shifted 
and flew higher, just over our heads. A man 
dived behind a small bush to seek cover. 
Shouts warned him not to stay in the killing 
ground unless he wanted to remain there 
permanently, at which he jumped up and ran 
on. The firing seemed to last for a very long 
time but could not have been more than one 
or two minutes. 

We kept running until we plunged into an 
area of low scrub and people fell to earth to 
catch their breath. The young officers were 


CAMBODIAN 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Photojoumalist Peter Douglas is a for¬ 
mer Royal Marine Commando and arctic 
warfare specialist. He has covered com¬ 
bat in Afghanistan and Lebanon as well 
as Cambodia. 

shouting, trying to restore order and organ¬ 
ize a defensive perimeter. Completely shat¬ 
tered by the exertion, I stopped. Despite all 
the confusion of the sudden contact, Lt. Te 
Kow had remained by my side, guiding my 
flight and seeming genuinely more con¬ 
cerned for my safety than his own. 

I sat on the ground and gasped for air as 
rivulets of sweat ran down my face and 
dripped off my eyebrows, nose and chin. I 
could hardly believe I was still alive. 

Welcome back to Cambodia (renamed 
“Kampuchea” by the rebel communist 
government), this time with a unit of the 
Armee Nationale Sihanoukiste (ANS) on a 
resupply mission into central Cambodia. 
The last time had been with a commando 
assault group of the Khmer People’s 
National Liberation Front (KPNLF) on a 
mission to blow up a bridge. 

The current war in Cambodia is seldom 
reported on because few journalists have 
been able to witness the war. The Heng 
Samrin government in Phnom Penh does 
invite in a few selected Western journalists, 
but they are kept well away from any trouble 
spots and leave with little sense of how the 
war is being fought in the interior of the 
country. 
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The Vietnamese invaded Cambodia in 
1978, ostensibly to topple the Pol Pot re¬ 
gime which had murdered some two million 
of the Khmer people in the previous three 
years. Some 140,000 men of the People’s 
Army of Vietnam (PAVN) have been in 
occupation ever since. Their numbers cer¬ 
tainly equal and possibly even exceed those 
of the Soviets in Afghanistan. In January 
1979 Vietnam installed the Heng Samrin 
government of the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea (PRK), but this government 
failed to win recognition by the United Na¬ 
tions, leaving its legitimacy in doubt. 

Vietnam has announced it will withdraw 
from Cambodia by 1990 and has been con¬ 
ducting what it claims are annual troop 
withdrawals. These claims are dismissed by 
the Coalition Government of Democratic 
Kampuchea (CGDK), which is the govern¬ 
ment in exile recognized by the United Na¬ 
tions. (It was forged from a tripartite 
alliance of the communist Khmer Rouge 
and two non-communist factions: the 
Khmer People’s National Liberation Front 
(KPNLF) and the Armee Nationale Siha- 
noukiste (ANS).) The coalition government 
says the so-called withdrawals are no more 
than troop rotations, much as Soviet troop 
rotations in Afghanistan are sometimes por¬ 
trayed as withdrawals, a view with which 
many Western diplomats agree. 

Cambodia has a largely rural population 
of some five million. At one time it was 
considered the rice bowl of Southeast Asia, 
able to produce enough rice to feed its own 
people and have a substantial surplus for 
export. Many Khmers fear that Vietnam 
wants to turn Cambodia into a colony and 
thus gain access to its agricultural potential 
as a means of boosting its own ailing 
economy. 


LEFT: Portrait of young Armee Nationale 
Sihanoukiste (ANS) soldier, armed with an 
AK-47. 

BELOW: ANS soldier in Tonle Sap area 
with RPG-2 and rounds. Highly reliable, 
short-range RPG-2s are favored weapons 
for close-quarter jungle clashes; a common 
complaint about more powerful RPG-7 is 
that unless it hits something as solid as a 
tree, it sometimes fails to detonate. 
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etftiirri maintains a standing army 
er a million men, of which 40,000 
yft& ^S, 140,000 in Cambodia and 
i a million on its own north- 
ern border with China. With so many 
men under arms, Vietnam is finding it 
hard to keep its own labor-intensive 
agricultural economy running. Infla- 
tionis averaging 50 percent a year and 
agricultural output per capita is lower 
than it was 10 years ago. 

During the 1984-85 dry season, the 
PAVN launched a series of attacks 
against all the CGDK camps along the 
Thai/Cambodian border. Be¬ 
tween November 1984 and 
March 1985 all the resistance 
border camps were over¬ 
run by PAVN and 
PRK forces of some 
80,000 men 
backed by T- 


After these successes, Vietnam 
started to implement its K6 plan — the 
sealing of the entire 600-kHoraeter-plus 
Thai/Cambodran border. This was to 
be achieved by building a minefield 
along the entire border, buttressed in 
many places by either bamboo or wire 
fences and large-scale deforestation. 

In carrying out this mammoth task, 
the Vietnamese rely, to a large degree, 
on conscripted Cambodian civilian 
labor. These civilians suffer badly from 
the harsh conditions of work. Western 
aid workers believe that as many as 
60,000 die each year from tropical dis¬ 
eases such as cholera, dysentery and 
malaria, as well as from the mines 
themselves. 

In Kampong Chnang Province there 
is even a policy, very much like the 
American one during its days of in¬ 
volvement in Southeast Asia, of “pro¬ 
tected hamlets,” whereby villages are 
surrounded by barbed wire, an armed 
militia is installed and a curfew is im¬ 
posed on the villagers each night. All 
this to try to keep the villagers divorced 
from the resistance, but in many cases 
they are still one and the same. 

It was the very reverse that the 
CGDK had suffered during the 1984-85 
dry season that spurred it to pursue a 
new strategy of mobile guerrilla war¬ 
fare which carried its forces much 
farther into the interior of Cambodia. 
Indeed, Son Sann (former prime minis¬ 
ter of Cambodia, now the pre¬ 
mier of the CGDK and the 
leader of the KPNLF) 
admitted that the 
chain of border bases 
had been a strategic 
error similar to the 
French Maginot 
Line. 

















FAR LEFT: Demolition team of Khmer 
People’s National Liberation Front 
(KPNLF) 215 Battalion goes into action 
under a bridge close to Ph Sala Krao on 
National 6 Highway, the main road link 
between Siem Reap and Sisophon. 
Vietnamese company position is only a 
kilometer away. 

LEFT: Mission accomplished! Demolition 
team of KPNLF blows bridge on National 6 
Highway. Now for a nice long walk back to 
Thailand. 

RIGHT: ANS trooper with bottle of 
intravenous fluid dangling from his RPG-2. 
Troopers often drink IV solution when they 
run out of fresh water, and keep empty 
bottles to use as canteens. 


When I was with the KPNLF in the 
rainy season, the land was extensively 
flooded. The first stage of our journey- 
took us through a gap in the border 
minefield (although to call it a gap is a 
little misleading as it is also mined, just 
a little less heavily). These so-called 
gaps are left by the Vietnamese to ^ 
channel the infiltrating resis^^^fl 
tance groups to pre-selected M 
killing grounds, thus mak- V 
ing them easier to ambush. 










The belt along the Thai/Cambodian bor¬ 
der is very heavily patrolled by the PA VN to 
a depth of some 20 kilometers. 

I was with the KPNLF’s 215 Battalion, 
led by Commander Khem Sophoam. He had 
been in the regular army during the Lon Nol 
government as a military instructor. During 
the Pol Pot regime he was a rice porter. Like 
many Khmers, when the Vietnamese first 
arrived he was pleased to see them, but as 
time passed and they showed no sign of 
withdrawing, he became disillusioned with 
their presence and joined the resistance. 

Having made our way cautiously through 
the minefield into the forested country 
beyond, which was all under water, we 
marched in very good order for several days 
before reaching some dry ground, where a 
secure base camp was established. 

From this point scouts were sent out to 
purchase food from villages, which deliv¬ 
ered the supplies the following day. While 


RIGHT: Portrait of ANS soldier, central 
Cambodia. He carries a Type 56 assault 
rifle (with bayonet removed) over his 
shoulder and, slung, a folding-stock AK-47. 

BELOW: Phung Sophan, 26, and her 
four-month-old baby. Ex-wife of Khmer 
Rouge member, she joined ANS column 
after Vietnamese confiscated her property 
and threatened to arrest her. She hoped to 
join her sister in Thai refugee camp. 
Villagers had named baby Kham Sat, 
meaning “unfortunate one.” Soldiers 
played with child to keep it from crying and 
compromising their position to Vietnamese. 

BOTTOM: ANS soldier with RPD. This 
robust old weapon is much favored for 
firefights in deep forest, and ANS would 
like more of them in its battle against 
Vietnamese invaders. 
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the village headmen were with us, the 
KPNLF medic dispensed free medical sup¬ 
plies as part of the hearts and minds policy 
of the KPNLF. There was evidence of an 
intelligence infrastructure maintained per¬ 
manently inside the country by the KPNLF 
and from which updated information about 
the depositions of the Vietnamese forces in^ 
the area was obtained. We also linked up 
with men of 252 Battalion of the KPNLF. 
They were to be responsible for one of the 
diversionary attacks while the prime target, 
a bridge, was attacked. 

As the demolition team prepared the plas¬ 
tic explosive charges, Commander Khem 
Sophoan held a final briefing and last re¬ 
hearsal, laying out the ring charge as every¬ 
one made themselves totally familiar with 
their exact role in the operation. The plan 
called for two diversionary attacks: one 10 
kilometers from the bridge, against a PAVN 
company position to prevent them mounting 
a follow-up operation and cutting off our 
line of retreat; the other an attack on a 
PAVN company position one kilometer 
from the bridge at Sala Krao. This second 
attack was to stop immediate reinforce¬ 
ments rushing to the bridge. The bridge 
itself was to be attacked by 1 Commando of 
215 Battalion. 

The PAVN was spread too thin to defend 
all the bridges all the time, so they varied 
which bridges were to be defended each 
night. At the time that Commander Khem 
Sophoan held his last parade, shortly before 
dark, he could not have known whether the 
bridge was going to be defended that night 
or not. If it was, 1 Commando would have 
to launch an attack from out of chest-deep 
water; win the firefight, forcing the defend¬ 
ers off the bridge; lay the charges and de¬ 
stroy the bridge before making an escape 
back through deep water. 

The signal for the diversionary attacks to 
begin would be either the start of the fire- 
fight at the bridge or, if undefended, the 
explosion when the charges destroyed the 
bridge. The operation called for careful tim¬ 
ing on the part of the two diversionary attack 
forces. The approach march to the bridge 
would be 16 kilometers, all through pro¬ 
gressively deeper water, with the same dis¬ 
tance having to be covered after the attack to 
retreat. 

With the last of the late afternoon sun¬ 
shine, we set off for the attack. The com¬ 
mando unit soon passed through a village, 
where the villagers pressed gifts of rice 
cakes on the men. Beyond the village there 
was an area of tall grass which was criss¬ 
crossed by bullock cart tracks, but in this 
wet season they were more like canals. 

Night closed in, but a relentless pace was 
kept up in order to adhere to the timing of 
the plan. Hour after hour of wading through 
murky water was required before the col¬ 
umn was clear of the tall grass and into open 
paddy. The sky glowed a lighter shade 
above the town of Sisophon, shimmering 
across the empty expanse of water between 
us. Occasional flares arched up into the sky 
from army posts outside the town. 


New strategy of mobile guerrilla warfare 
brings Coalition Government of Democratic 
Kampuchea (CGDK) forces deep into 
Cambodian interior. 

After many hours of marching through 
the flooded paddy fields a brief halt was 
called. Despite the darkness of the night, 
clouds were reflected in the now still water 
that stretched away in every direction as far 
as the eye could see. Behind and in front of 
me were the dark shadows of the commando 
raiding party. The silence seemed all the 
more intense after the noise of sloshing 
through water. Everybody was tired from 
the effort of crossing so many kilometers of 
wetlands. All along the line men tried to 
find a spot to sit on a paddy dyke, which was 
fractionally above the water line in a few 
places. Most of us just sat down anywhere, 
with legs still submerged and feet buried in 
the soft mud of the paddy itself. A soft 
breeze drifted across the endless lake we 
were sitting in and began to chill us in our 
soaking wet clothes. I drew long deep 
breaths to ward off the weariness already 
setting in. 

The recce section had gone on ahead of us 
and we waited for its report. About 10 kilo¬ 
meters away the sky was suddenly laced 
with tracers, some racing along the horizon, 
others rising almost vertically into the sky. 
There were frequent flashes as well, where 
rockets were exploding, but all of this was 
too far away to be heard. 

Radio messages soon established that this 


was a PAVN ambush on one of the KPNLF 
patrols setting out from the base camp. I 
wondered whether this compromised the 
plan of attack and whether it would be can¬ 
celled. Further reports came in and Com¬ 
mander Khem Sophoan opted to continue. 
Twenty minutes later we were on our way 
again. 

The water level started to rise as we 
closed with the target. Within an hour we 
were steadily moving through waist-deep 
water. Each step was a real effort, with feet 
sinking into the soft mud. Another hour and 
we were up to our chests in water and mov¬ 
ing very slowly, both because of the depth 
of the water and in order to make as little 
noise as possible. 

The commando raiding party was 
stretched out in a long snaking line. Ahead I 
could see the heads and shoulders of groups 
of men on either side of the column. We had 
linked up with the recce sections which 
were there to guide us to the target. Visibil¬ 
ity was restricted as we passed through more 
and more tall reeds growing out of the sub¬ 
merged paddy dykes. These became denser 
as we moved on. Soon we were weaving 
through solid banks of them. 

Without warning, the raised causeway, 
on which sat the national highway, loomed 
up dark and menacing in front of us. 
Already some men were out of the water and 
fanning out along the road. A lieutenant was 
pushing men along the road as the security 

Continued on page 78 
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B ELLY guns, pocket pistols, or back¬ 
ups. By whatever appellation, the 
objective remains the same — to provide 
additional insurance coverage for those who 
walk in harm’s way and depend upon a 
large, major-caliber handgun as their pri¬ 
mary defensive weapon. These compact 
and very concealable “second” guns are 
inevitably chambered for inadequate, or at 
best marginal, calibers such as the .22 LR, 
.25 ACP, .32 ACP, .380 ACP or .38 Spe¬ 
cial. 

Bulky wonder weapons created for mili¬ 
tary consumption and stuffed with as many 
as 18 rounds into their submachine-gun- 
sized magazines flow out of factories in a 
never-ending stream. Is there no one willing 
to design and produce a truly compact semi- 
auto pistol in a truly effective chambering? 
Must Lilliputian pistols be forever bored for 
lilliputian calibers? I think not. 

Sirkis Industries, Limited, of Israel has 
just introduced a unique and innovative 
compact pistol chambered for the popular 
9mm Parabellum cartridge. Overall length 
is 6 inches and that beats Smith & Wesson’s 
Model 469 Mini-Gun by almost an inch. 
The SD9 pistol, as it’s called, is only 4.375 
inches high and 1.125 inches thick — a 
significantly smaller package than anything 
else currently available in this caliber. 
While its 24 ounce total weight, empty, is 
actually 2 ounces less than the S&W Model 
469, the SD9 feels heavy in the hand be¬ 
cause its mass is concentrated into such a 
small package. 


Modem, cost-effective techniques have 
been used to fabricate every component of 
the SD9. Both the frame and slide are 
welded, heavy-gauge, sheet-metal press¬ 
ings. The slide has been bent into a square 
shape with a sheet-metal bar welded on top 
to hold the front and rear sights and to cover 
a cut that holds the bolt in place. The fixed, 
blade-type front sight is 0.165-inches thick. 
The open, square-notch rear sight can be 
adjusted for windage zero only by drifting it 
in its dovetail on the slide. These low- 
profile sights are adequate and, in fact, bet¬ 
ter than those usually fitted to pocket pis¬ 
tols. A steel block welded to the front of the 
slide serves as a barrel bushing and a stop 
for the recoil spring guide rod which rests 
under the barrel and is held at the rear end by 
the barrel extension/feed ramp into which 
the barrel itself has been press-fit. Only 
3.149 inches in length, the barrel has six 
grooves with a right-hand twist. 

The breechblock (bolt), a separate com¬ 
ponent machined from bar stock, is held to 
the slide by means of a rectangular protru¬ 
sion on its top surface that mates with the cut 
in the top of the slide. It has a loaded- 
chamber indicator pin that projects through 
a hole in the backplate. 

Operation is by unlocked, pure blowback 
— a method rarely employed with the 9mm 
Parabellum cartridge, which can develop 
chamber pressures of 35,700 CUP (Copper 
Units of Pressure) and more. To insure that 
the unlocked slide and breechblock will not 
recoil rearward away from the barrel (held 


SD9 felt recoil is minimal and target 
reacquisition proceeds rapidly. 

rigid to the frame by a removable pin) until 
pressures have dropped to safe level, the 
slide and breechblock must have a substan¬ 
tial mass and the recoil spring system must 
require a considerable application of force 
before compression can commence. Since 
the SD9’s guide rod is only 2.5 inches in 
length, it was necessary to use three nested 
recoil springs, each of different coil 
diameter. As a consequence, the slide is 
somewhat difficult to retract when 
chambering the first round. Far too shallow, 
the slide’s cocking serrations should be cut 
more deeply. 

The trigger and firing mechanism are 
equally unusual. Every shot is fired by a 
double-action pull on the trigger, a black 
plastic molding thrust forward after release 
by a spring-loaded pin attached to the 
frame. There is no hammer. When the trig¬ 
ger is pulled it drives a steel push rod on the 
right side of the frame to the rear. The end of 
this push rod rides in a cam slot cut into the 
frame and engages a cocking lug on the 
bottom of the firing pin. When the firing pin 
is pushed rearward by the trigger’s push 
rod, it compresses a drive spring inside its 
hollow interior and attached to a small guide 
rod fitted to the breechblock’s back plate. 
After the drive spring has been fully com¬ 
pressed, the frame’s cam slot forces the 
push rod downward and out of engagement 
with the firing pin. This releases the firing 
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SWF PISTOLS 

Sirkis Compact 
SD9 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


pin, which flies forward under the force of 
the compressed drive spring. The forward 
thrust of the drive spring is stopped by the 
head of its guide rod before the firing pin’s 
nose protrudes through the breech face. 
Thus, the firing pin’s impact on the primer 
is completed by its own forward inertia. 
After ignition, the firing pin is thrown back 
to a safe resting position by a small coil 
spring wrapped around its nose. 

When the trigger is released, the rear end 
of the push rod moves up once again in front 
of the firing pin’s cocking lug by means of 
its spring (a single strand of uncoiled wire) 
and the frame’s cam slot. A manually oper¬ 
ated thumb-safety mounted to the frame’s 
left side blocks the firing pin’s cocking lug 
and prevents its rearward travel when pivot¬ 
ed upward. It also locks the slide. A 
squared, sheet-metal trigger guard has been 
welded to the frame. 

The slide rides on rails located on the 
frame’s exterior. A steel leaf spring with its 
end bent into a claw serves as the extractor 
and is held to the breechblock by a single 
slotted screw. The ejector is fixed to the left 
side of the frame. When the slide and 
breechblock reach the end of their rearward 
travel, they are driven forward by the com¬ 
pressed recoil springs to strip another round 

BELOW: Compact Sirkis pistol is fistful of 
dynamite chambered for popular 9mm 
Parabellum cartridge. 

BELOW RIGHT: Sirkis pistol field- 
stripped. Note unique push rod on right 
side of frame which draws the firing pin 
back against drive spring when trigger is 
pulled rearward. 


from the magazine and chamber it. 

The detachable, box-type, single-column 
magazine has a six-round capacity. With 
one up the spout, this provides a total of 
seven rounds — more than enough for the 
intended scenarios. Of all-steel construc¬ 
tion, the magazine’s floorplate cannot be 
removed and disassembly is in the Colt 
M1911 manner. There are six indicator 
holes on each side of the magazine’s body. 
Loading is a chore as the follower can be 
depressed only with great difficulty. There 


is no hold-open device. A steel strap, rivet¬ 
ed to the rear of the magazine well and bent 
into a hook at the heel, serves as a magazine 
latch. Slap the magazine smartly when in¬ 
serting or it may not engage the latch. 

The black polycarbonate grip panels 
wrap around the front and rear of the maga¬ 
zine well and play no small role in this 
pistol’s unorthodox appearance. Swept in¬ 
ward at the upper rear to accommodate the 
palm of the hand, the human engineering 
here is excellent, although there is no room 
for the small digit of a normal-sized hand. 

Both the magazine and breechblock have 
been salt blued. The barrel, barrel pin, trig¬ 
ger push rod and loaded-chamber indicator 
pin have been left in the white. All other 
components, including the slide and frame, 
have been phosphated (more commonly re¬ 
ferred to as “parkerizing”). 

While by no means complicated, dis¬ 
assembly procedures are eveiy bit as uncon¬ 
ventional as the pistol itself. Withdraw the 
magazine and retract the slide to clear and 

Continued on page 73 


CHRONOGRAPH RESULTS: 

SIRKIS 9MM PARABELLUM PISTOL 

Instrumentation: Oehler Model 33 chronotach with Skyscreen EH detectors. All 
measurements in feet per second (fps) from 3.149-inch barrel. Ambient tempera¬ 
ture: 75 degrees F. Instrumental velocities taken 10 feet from muzzle. 


Ammunition 

Average 

Velocity 

Standard 

Deviation 

Low 

Velocity 

High 

Velocity 

Extreme 

Spread 

Black Hills 

115-gr. JHP 

1,033 

7 

1,023 

1,044 

21 

Black Hills 

115-gr. FMJ 

1,014 

10 

996 

1,031 

35 

Black Hills 

125-gr. Lead RN 

942 

10 

928 

958 

38: 

Federal ^ 

115-gr. ISP 

999. • 

19 

978 

1,045 

67 

Spanish ^ 

(“FNT 1952”) 

£ ,035 

14 

1,012 

1,054 

42 

Portuguese 

(“FNM-83-5”) 

1,042 

22 

1,010 

1,070 

60 

1MISMG 

(black-tipped) 

1,144 

28 

1,105 

1,180 

75 

Yugoslav 

(“PPU60 KAL 9mm”) 

1,043 

35 

975 

1,112 

137 
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V IETNAM is a country as beautiful as it 
is treacherous, and as fascinating as it 
is deadly. While it has been plagued by war 
and revolution, it is a country that is steeped 
in legends of demons and sleeping dragons. 
Its topography is dotted everywhere with 
strange geologic configurations, and the 
country itself is permeated with hundreds of 
intriguing mysteries relating to its past. 

One of the most intriguing of these mys¬ 
teries lies along Highway 19, high in the 
mountains of the Central Highlands. High¬ 
way 19 is a vital link that runs across the 
center of Vietnam, linking Qui Nhon, lo¬ 
cated on the South China Sea, with Pleiku, 
located on the other side of the country next 
to Cambodia. Halfway between these two 
cities the road winds up into the mountains 
and meanders through a place called the 
Mang Yang Pass. 


Deep inside this pass the air is cool, with¬ 
out benefit of a breeze, and immense shad¬ 
ows are cast onto the sides of the mountains, 
seemingly coming from nowhere. The in¬ 
terior of the pass is quiet and still, and along 
the pass, whispering in the winds, are the 
ghosts of foreign soldiers from battles long 
since past. 

On 30 May 1970,1 was en route by heli¬ 
copter from An Khe along Highway 19 to 
Mang Yang Pass. In only four more days 
my tour of duty would be over and I would 
be returning home. But before I left, I had 
one final mission. For one last time I was 
going back into the mountains surrounding 
the pass. 

I had been in those mountains and inside 
the pass many times. The first of those mis¬ 
sions had been almost 10 months before, 
and I will never forget that mission. Our 


intelligence reports had indicated that a 
North Vietnamese heavy weapons company 
was positioned somewhere inside Mang 
Yang Pass, poised to ambush a convoy of 
American gasoline trucks that was sched¬ 
uled to roll through the next day. Our task 
was to confirm or deny those intelligence 
reports. 

We left An Khe early in the morning, 
traveling in armored personnel carriers, and 
by midmoming we were at the base of the 
pass. As we moved along this road, which 
carved through the middle of several moun¬ 
tains, our vehicles dropped into a lower 
gear. At each turn our small column would 
slow to a nervous crawl and then speed up 
again. 

Immediately into the pass, we were at 
once swallowed up by the presence of the 
mountains. Towering over the road was a 60 


SOF VIETNAM 


GRAVEYARD 
IN THE CLOUDS 

GIs Honor France’s Forgotten Heroes 

Fifteen years alter crushing French defeat Text & PhotOS Photo from armored gun truck as convoy 

in Central Highlands, Route 19 (now # proceeds up Highway 19 toward Mang 

Highway 19) along “Ambush Alley.” by James Martin Davis Yang Pass in Central Highlands. 



PAYING HIS RESPECTS 

James Martin Davis served in Viet¬ 
nam as a Military Intelligence team lead¬ 
er for the 4th Infantry Division in 1969- 
70 He left the Army after the war to 
become a special agent for the U.S, Se¬ 
cret Service. Now an attorney in Omaha, 
Nebraska, Davis is a freelance writer in 
his spare time. 


Author, right, just before departing to 
reconsecrate French cemetery on Mang 
Yang. Pass, . 
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High above Mang Yang Pass, buried 
standing up and facing France, are the 
remains of 2,000 soldiers of Groupement 
Mobile 100 killed by the Viet Minh in June 
1954. 

degree tree-covered slope extending up¬ 
ward into the sky on our left. To our right 
was a steep drop-off that eventually leveled 
out into a field of elephant grass that ex¬ 
tended away from the road until the trees 
and entangling growth gave way to the huge 
vertical wall of the mountains. 

The steep slopes and jagged cliffs on both 
sides of the pass were spectacular, with 
thick forests, primitive rock formations and 
lush vegetation in innumerable shades of 
green. Hundreds of feet above us, spilling 
out of the luxuriant growth, were a half- 
dozen waterfalls located all along the face of 
the mountains. As deadly as this place was, 
it was hard not to be hypnotized by the 
awesome beauty of it all. 

Midway into the pass our armored col¬ 
umn slowed down again, but this time only 
long enough for our team to dismount on the 
run and plunge off the road and down the 
sides of the drop-off to our right. As we 
reached the bottom of the drop-off, we 
assembled and began moving toward the 
mountain. 

It seemed like it took endless hours to 
hack our way through the 8-foot-high 
elephant grass until we reached the small 
stream at the base of the mountain. Tired 
and covered with perspiration, we took a 
quick cigarette break and then spread out to 
make our way up the jungle-covered slope 
of the mountain wall. 

For several hours we noiselessly investi¬ 
gated these slopes, all the while moving up 
the side of the mountain. By noon we had 
reached a ridge line far above the road be¬ 
low, and we began to follow this ridge line 
to the summit. As we continued our upward 


journey, the surroundings began to change, 
as the colors no longer were the same, and 
the air turned colder. The trees suddenly 
disappeared and now the rocks and boulders 
became nonexistent. As we reached the top, 
a death-like silence hung over the mountain. 
When we came over the ridge line none of 
us expected to see what we did. All around 
us was a huge rolling plain, in contrasting 
shades of green, that seemed to stretch for 
thousands of yards in all directions. Spread 
throughout the surface of this mysterious- 
looking carpet were thousands of small 3- 
foot-square patches, like a gigantic checker¬ 
board, one right next to the other, that ran in 
rows as far as the eye could see. 

Our soldiers fanned out and walked slow¬ 
ly over this bizarre landscape, acting as 
though they were in a trance. Except for the 
rows and rows of small squares which 
seemed to be everywhere, there was nothing 
else present except an old road that came 
from nowhere and led to the same place. 

It didn’t take us long to sense that there 
was something quite different about this 
location. We were in the middle of a war 
zone, yet this place was unbelievably quiet 
and peaceful. In moments it dawned on us 
that, high on top of this mountain, this 
strange and beautiful grassy knoll was con¬ 
secrated ground. Even though we saw no 
crosses nor headstones nor monument, we 
realized we had stumbled upon a graveyard. 

None of us could determine who was 
buried there, why the plots were so small, or 
even why a cemetery would be located so 
far up, and so far away from civilization. 
We continued to look for clues. We re¬ 
mained on top of that mountain exploring 
unsuccessfully for almost an hour before we 
headed back down to complete our mission. 

For days thereafter my mind kept return¬ 
ing to the mystery of that mountain. I was 
determined to find out what this was above 
the Mang Yang Pass, and what it was doing 


Mang Yang Pass seen from the air. 

there. In the following weeks, I talked to the 
local Vietnamese, I talked to Montagnard 
tribesmen and even went so far as to have 
parts of a book written in French translated 
for me. 

From the fragments of information I col¬ 
lected, I could piece together most of the 
answers to my questions. The top of that 
mountain, so high and so far from civiliza¬ 
tion, was indeed a graveyard. 

On top of that mountain, without crosses 
or headstones or even a common marker, 
lay the graves of some 2,000 soldiers, most¬ 
ly French, all killed in the early summer of 
1954. These soldiers were carried to the top 
of that mountain, far from the battlefield, 
and were then buried, standing up, in deep 
graves filled with lime, over which the grass 
has never grown. Each of these soldiers was 
positioned in his grave so that for all eternity 
he would be facing in the direction of 
France. 

The soldiers buried here were the troops 
of a highly mobile force called Groupement 
Mobile 100, or GM 100, as it was more 
commonly known. It was one of the best 
units of its type in the French-Indochina 
war. Most of its troops were battle-hardened 
veterans of the Korean War, where they had 
been attached to the 2nd U.S. Infantry Divi¬ 
sion. In Korea, fighting with the United 
Nations forces, they had distinguished 
themselves alongside the Americans at 
Wonju and Arrowhead Ridge. At the con¬ 
clusion of the Korean conflict in July 1953 
they were transferred to Indochina. 

In February of 1954, Groupement Mobile 
100 was sent to An Khe, located along 
Route 19, to keep that vital road open and to 
protect the Central Highlands. For months 
they sustained heavy casualties fighting an 

Continued on page 75 
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T HEY stormed off the 
landing craft ramps 
shouting, their faces 
smeared with camouflage 
paint, SA-80 rifles at the 
ready, green berets 
squared. A rattle of 
simulated fire broke the 
morning quiet. 

The first assault wave of 
42 Commando, Royal 


Marines, had landed on 
Norwegian soil at 
Rekkevik Bay near 
Larvick, a coastal town 
southwest of Oslo. Blue 
Fox, an integral part of 
NATO Exercise Northern 
Wedding, was underway. 
Simultaneous landings 
were taking place at other 
beaches, including two 
Battalion Landing Teams 
of U.S. Marines. 

As first light appeared 
over the surrounding 


mountains, Rekkevik Bay 
looked calm, its surface 
disturbed only by the 
ripple of a passing school 
of fish. Shattering this 
pristine silence was the 
deafening wop-wop-wop of 
belly-heavy Royal Navy 
Wessex choppers. Forming 
a circular rendezvous 
pattern in the recently 
harvested fields, the 
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choppers picked up assault 
groups from an LZ behind 
the beach and ferried them 
to their inland objectives. 

While the “bootnecks” 
(Royal Marines) struggled 
up the beach under the 
weight of their heavy 
Bergen rucksacks and 
weaponry, more assault 
waves formed offshore 
near the HMS Intrepid, 
Other naval and civilian 
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Royal Marines Attend 
NATO’s Northern 



craft took part in the 
exercise as well. 
Beachmasters with yellow 
flags guided an LCM 
(landing craft, mechanized) 
ashore to debark a heavy 
recoveiy vehicle. Metal 
landing mats were laid on 
the damp sand. The Dutch 
flag snapped from the 
halyards of the next wave 



Wedding 

by Howard R. Simpson 



Among Royal Marines’ 
varied duties is defense of 
NATO’s left flank. Here 
they practice their 
winter warfare skills 
in frozen Norway. 

INSET: M16-armed 
Royal Marine is 
well-trained for 
winter warfare. 

Photos: Sygma 



WRITING HIS WAY TO ADVENTURE 

As a war correspondent for the U.S. Information 
Agency, foreign service officer, newspaper columnist and 
novelist, Howard R. Simpson has written about topics 
ranging from the fall of Dien Bien Phu to international 
terrorism, and from locations as diverse as Saigon and 
the south of France. His reporting on the Royal Marine 
landing in Norway marks his third article for Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine, 




















of landing craft as Royal 
Marines of the Netherlands 
Navy came ashore. 

No landing is easy — 
even during an exercise — 
but the speed with which 
sections of 42 Commando 
cleared the beach marked 
them as professionals with 
a clear understanding of 
how dangerous a clogged 
beachhead can be. 

An offshore revving of 
engines heralded the 
arrival of A Squadron, the 
Life Guards, with their 
Scorpion light tanks. The 
LCMs grounded and the 
stubby armor rattled down 
the ramps onto the beach 
spouting smoke and 
yawing up onto the 
hard-surface road to 
provide support for the 
advancing Commandos. 
More landing craft 
followed with the light 
105mm guns of the 29th 
Commando Regiment, 
Royal Artillery, and a 
team of U.S. Marine 
forward observers, 
identifiable by their 
visored camouflage caps. 

A sizable civilian 
audience formed on the 
high ground above the 
beach. Groups of 
pipe-smoking Norwegian 
oldsters were discussing 
the show, pointing out 
incoming landing craft and 
the speeding Rigid Raider 
boats with their 
140-horsepower outboards. 
Some local women had 
come out to pour hot 
coffee for members of the 
beach party. 

Facing 42 Commando 
and the other units of the 
Allied amphibious force 
was the Norwegian 1st 
Division. The day before, 

I visited the 1st Division. 


Patrolling into the future, 
Royal Marines suited up for 
chemical warfare. Photo: 
Sygma 



Royal Marine takes cover 
after exiting Royal Air Force 
helicopter. Photo: Sygma 


Assembled for the start of 
Blue Fox, the division was 
an amalgam of Regular 
and Home Guard units 
with a leavening of 
supporting detachments, 
including a U.S. Army 
electronic warfare section 
and Company B, 2nd 
Battalion, 116th Infantry, 
Virginia National Guard. 

Finding the 1st Division 
was no easy task. The 
hilly, forested area 
provided good cover. Rifle 
companies, artillery and 
armor were hunkered down 
well off the main roads 
and protected by automatic 
weapons positions 



















constructed of pine logs 
camouflaged by green 
branches and cuttings of 
blue-tipped heather. 

The Norwegians pride 
themselves on their 
organization for total 
defense. Everything from 
bakery trucks to fishing 
boats has its place in the 
national defense plan. For 
days prior to the exercise, 
army teams had been 
visiting schools and 
kindergartens to brief 


teachers and pupils on Blue 
Fox and warn of the dangers 
inherent in explosives, while 
farmers were told of their 
right to compensation in the 
event of property damage. 

Two tall, longhaired MPs 
armed with Konigsberg 
AG-3 assault rifles 
(manufactured in Norway by 
agreement with Heckler & 
Koch) tipped me off to the 
proximity of division 


PER MARE PER TERRAM 

Formed in 1943 following the reorganization and 
renaming of the 1st Battalion, Royal Marines, 42 
Commando has a long and distinguished history and 
continues to play an important role in the defense of the 
realm. The unit’s battle honors include the capture of 
Belle Isle from the French (1761), the American War of 
, Independence (1775), the Crimea (1850), China (1857) 
and Egypt (1882). During World War I, the battalion 
served in France and Flanders and took part in the 
Gallipoli landings. In World War II, as 42 Commando, 
the unit fought in the Burma-India theater from 1943-45. 

Following World War n, it saw service in Hong Kong 
and the Mediterranean, Malaya, the Near East, the Far 
East and various training missions throughout the world. 
Eight deployments to Northern Ireland have kept 42 
Commando in fighting trim. In 1978 it assumed its 
specialized role for mountain and arctic warfare, a role 
that has taken it to Norway on numerous exercises. In 
1982 the Commando saw action in the Falklands, 
“yomping” to victory at Mount Kent and Mount Harriet 
and contributing to the retaking of South Georgia and 
South Thule. 

The Royal Marines’ history of success is due in part to 
their cohesion and esprit de corps. This spirit is cemented 
by the fact that officers and men share the common bond 
of extremely tough training. 

Potential marines spend eight months at the Royal 
Marines Commando Training Centre at Lympstone in South 
Devon, England, learning standard military subjects with an 
emphasis on self-reliance. After the basics comes commando 
training. Here the emphasis changes to teamwork. Training 
is in weapons, tactics and the special survival skills all 
marines must learn. Training culminates in three exercises 
designed to test how well marines have mastered their trade. 
The first is a six-mile endurance course with rifle and 
equipment over rough country that must be completed in 80 
minutes. The second is a 30-mile march across the moors in 
eight hours and finally a three-day exercise designed to test 
skill and resourcefulness. 

Once fully trained, the new marines go on to serve in a 
variety of units within the corps. Marines not assigned to 
one of the three battalion-sized commandos may find 
themselves onboard Her Majesty’s ships, providing 
security for installations on Diego Garcia, running 
anti-illegal immigrant patrols in Hong Kong, or serving 
in the elite Special Boat Squadron (SBS). 

True to their motto “On sea, on land,” individual 
marines and small groups are serving in the Sinai, 
Australia, Barbados, Belgium, Belize, Brunei, Canada, 
Germany, Holland, Hong Kong, Italy, Nigeria, Northern 
Ireland, Norway, Thailand, Uganda, the United States 
and Zimbabwe. 




TOP: Signallers from 42 
Commando, Royal Marines, 
set up their gear after 
landing at Rekkevik Bay. 
Photo: Commando Forces 
News Team 

ABOVE: Royal Marine 
Commandos prepare to 
attack after river crossing. 
Photo: Commando Forces 
News Team 

headquarters. Talking my 
way past them with the aid 
of my NATO accreditation 
card, I entered a cool forest 
of birch and pine. 

Camouflaged Volvo and 
Mercedes trucks were 
dispersed over the rocky 
terrain. Fast-firing 20mm 
guns protected the 
headquarters area from 
low-level air attack. Dry 
wood was stacked near 
low-slung tents with smoke 
dispersers on their dulled 
metal chimneys. (You 
can’t fight and survive in 


Norway without heat — 
dry wood, emitting a 
minimum of smoke, is as 
precious as ammunition.) 

A helicopter was concealed 
at the edge of a nearby 
clearing. Its skids were 
fitted with ski racks and a 
special pad for snow 
landings. 

A G-2 officer left his 
maps to explain the 
disposition of the 
division’s screening force, 
made up in large part by 
Home Guard units. The 
Norwegian Home Guard is 
a tough, all-weather force 
with extensive field 
experience and an 
irreplaceable knowledge of 
local terrain. Numbering 
over 90,000, they are 
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trained to be in position 
and operational in a 
maximum of four hours. 
The Guard is currently 
being equipped with the 
Carl-Gustav recoilless 
anti-tank gun and modem 
antiaircraft weapons. 

Leaving the bivouac 
area, I passed a Norwegian 
rifle platoon moving south. 
The long blond hair of the 
Norwegian “ola-dunk,” or 
GI, would bring tears of 
frustration to the eyes of 
most Marine drill 
instructors, but the men I 
watched that morning 
moved through the forest 
with easy confidence. 

They were nothing less 


Putting training to the test. 
Royal Marines go ashore 
from assault ship HMS 
Fearless during Falklands 
campaign in 1982. Photo: 
Commando Forces News 
Team 


than a war party of 
contemporary Vikings 
preparing to defend their 
homeland. 

Blue Fox amphibious 
operations involved a 
U.K./Netherlands force of 
4,500 and 5,000 U.S. 
Marines. Northern 
Wedding itself involved 
35,000 men, 150 ships and 
submarines and hundreds 
of aircraft from Belgium, 
Canada, Denmark, West 
Germany, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Portugal, the 
United Kingdom and the 
United States. Lasting 
from 29 August to 19 
September 1986, the 
NATO exercise included 
aircraft carrier battle group 
operations, reinforcement 
convoy operations, sea 
control operations in the 
Baltic and Baltic 


approaches, and maritime 
air and submarine 
operations. Amphibious 
landings in Norway and 
Denmark brought the 
exercise to a close. 

Recent Soviet military 
buildup on the Kola 
peninsula close to 
Norway’s Arctic border 
gave Northern Wedding 
special significance. The 
nearly completed Soviet 
airbase there will be able 
to accommodate the new, 
long-distance Blackjack 
supersonic bomber, 
expected to be in 
production by 1988. The 


Blackjack will have a 
combat radius of 4,535 
miles and its armament is 
expected to include cruise 
missiles. Development is 
also underway in the 
Soviet naval base at 
Gremikha, east of 
Murmansk, to accept their 
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SOI FIREARMS 

ASSAULT 
RIFLE LOOK- 
ALIKES 

Combat Copies in 
.22 Rimfire 


S UB-CALIBER military training rifles 
are nothing new. Shortly after 1900 a 
number of British Lee Enfield rifles that had 
been used in the first trials were converted to 
.22 LR for target shooting and training. 
Short Magazine Lee Enfield (SMLE) rifles 
were produced in this caliber up to the early 
1950s. Before, and during, World War n, 
Germany manufactured two .22 LR training 
arms — the DSM 34 and KKW — which 
closely resembled the 98k service rifle in 
both weight and configuration and were 
principally used for indoor practice. Har¬ 
rington and Richardson designed for the 
U.S. Marine Corps a .22 LR semiauto 
known as the Model 65, which weighed 
nine pounds and was supposed to simulate 
the handling characteristics of the Ml 
Gar and. More recently, a .22-caliber air 
rifle looking very much like the Hakim was 
developed for the Egyptian armed forces by 
Anschutz. There are many other examples. 

There is also an alternative. Rimfire con¬ 
version kits were developed and produced 
by Heckler & Koch for the FN FAL, G3, 
HK33 and MP5. A .22 LR conversion kit 
for the Ml 6 series was adopted by the Unit¬ 
ed States and issued in limited quantities as 
the M261. A somewhat similar unit, the 
Atchisson MK.n, is available to the public 
but requires extensive modification before it 
will operate with any degree of reliability. 

Assault rifle look-alikes that are cham¬ 
bered for .22 LR were not developed for the 
military but for public consumption. They 
are a relatively recent phenomenon. Mitch¬ 
ell Arms, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 2101 East 4th 
Street, Suite 201A, Santa Ana, CA 92705) 
imports four rifles that more or less resem¬ 
ble the military-issue assault rifles they are 
designed to emulate. Manufactured by 
Armi Jager in Loano, Italy, all are semi¬ 
automatic, fire from the closed-bolt position 
and operate by means of unlocked, pure 
blowback. There are models representing 
the world’s two most ubiquitous assault 
rifles — the Kalashnikov and M16 — and 
the Israeli Galil and French FA MAS as 
well. 

Mitchell’s AK-22 (Model AP 80), Galil- 
22 (AP 84) and MAS-22 (AP 85) are gener- 
ically similar. All use the same magazine 
and feature internal component inter¬ 
changeability (trigger group, bolt group and 
recoil spring assembly). The Ml6/22 stands 
apart. Let’s examine it first. 

Both the M16/22’s upper and lower re¬ 
ceivers are aluminum castings with a black 
anodized finish. With an overall length of 
38.5 inches and a barrel length of 21.5 inch¬ 
es, this rifle’s external appearance closely 
duplicates the Ml6 service rifle. The black 
plastic buttstock, pistol grip and handguards 
mimic those of the M16. Even the T-shaped 
cocking handle on the carrying handle has 
been retained. Spring-loaded ejection-port 
cover, bird-cage flash suppressor and 
bayonet lug complete the subterfuge. 

A 15-round, single-line, detachable box- 
type magazine slips into a dummy Ml6 
20-round magazine cast as part of the lower 
receiver. A screw attached to the magazine 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


Galil-22 with optional bipod that can be 
attached to any number of rifles. 

follower rides in a slot on the magazine’s 
left side and pushes up an automatic hold- 
open. Unfortunately, this screw is mounted 
too high and locks the bolt rearward while 
one round still remains in the magazine. 

Our Ml6/22 test specimen’s trigger fea¬ 
tured a fairly crisp let-off after seven pounds 
of pressure were applied, with just the 
slightest trace of creep. A simple cross-bolt 
safety must be pushed to the right to fire the 
rifle. 

Both sights simulate those of the Ml6. 
The round, post-type front sight with pro¬ 
tective ears is adjustable for elevation zero 
only. A plastic, flip-up peep aperture has 
been attached to the carrying handle and can 
be adjusted for windage zero by turning a 
dial on the right side of the handle. 

Disassembly is in the M16 manner. Re¬ 


move the magazine and clear the chamber. 
Drift the rear retaining pin out to either the 
left or right. Pivot the lower receiver away 
from the upper receiver. Pull the charging 
handle and bolt group out the rear of the 
upper receiver. No further disassembly is 
necessary. After cleaning, reassemble in the 
reverse order. 

All three of Mitchell’s other rifles have 
blued, sheet-metal receiver bodies and 
dummy gas tubes. The AK-22 has a barrel 
length of 18 inches, an overall length of 34 
inches and weighs 4.9 pounds, empty. 
Although the Galil-22’s barrel is just Vi- 
inch longer, the overall length stretches to 
38.5 inches while the weight goes down to 
4.8 pounds, empty. The bullpup MAS-22’s 
barrel remains 18.5 inches in length, but the 
overall length is a very compact 28.5 inches 
and the weight, empty, drops to 4.5 pounds. 

Furniture on these rifles consists of Euro¬ 
pean walnut with a urethane epoxy coating. 
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LEFT: MAS-22, compact and attractive — 
with excellent handling characteristics. This 
simulation of the French FA MAS infantry 
rifle is author’s favorite. 

Both the Galil-22 and MAS-22 have bird¬ 
cage flash suppressors. The AK-22 is 
equipped with a muzzle nut only, but carries 
a cleaning rod under the barrel. All of them 
have Kalashnikov-type sheet-metal receiver 
covers. The AK-22’s is ribbed in the Soviet 
AKM manner. A 20-round, single-line, de¬ 
tachable box-type magazine is common to 
all three and has been enlarged for esthetics 
only. A magazine loading tool is supplied 
with each rifle. 

Trigger pull weights were consistently 
3.75 to 4 pounds, again with only the slight¬ 
est trace of creep. A sheet-metal, Kalash¬ 
nikov-type selector lever has been mounted 
to the right side of the receiver on the AK-22 
and Galil-22. Push down to fire. An Ml 6- 
type safety lever on the left side of the 
MAS-22’s receiver must be rotated rear¬ 
ward to the upper position to release the 
trigger. Rotate forward to lock the trigger. 
There is a manual hold-open only, which is 
a square notch cut into the safety lever on 
the AK-22 and Galil-22 and a notch in the 
retracting handle’s slot on the MAS-22’s 
gas tube. 

All three have round, post-type front 
sights, adjustable for elevation zero. They 
are protected by open ears on the AK-22, a 
hood with a hole to insert a sight-adjustment 
tool (not provided) on the Galil-22 and the 
carrying handle of the MAS-22. Attached at 
the rear of the upper handguard, the AK- 
22’s sliding-ramp, tangent-type rear sight, 
adjustable for windage zero, has an open 
U-notch and elevation increments of 50, 80 
and 100 meters. Both the Galil-22 and 
MAS-22 have plastic, flip-type, peep- 
aperture rear sights, adjustable for windage 
zero. Surrounded by a sheet-metal protec¬ 
tive box on the Galil-22, the rear sight unit is 
fixed to the cast aluminum, black anodized 
carrying handle on the MAS-22. An M16- 
type dial, mounted to the right side of the 
MAS-22’s carrying handle, adjusts hori¬ 
zontal drift. 

Disassembly procedures are the same for 
the AK-22, Galil-22 and MAS-22. Remove 
the magazine and clear the chamber. Make 
sure the hammer is cocked. Push in the bolt 
stop/cover latch and lift off the receiver 
cover. Push the cup-shaped, recoil-spring 
holder forward about an inch and lift off the 
bolt stop/cover latch. Relieve pressure on 
the recoil spring and withdraw the recoil 
spring assembly to the rear. Retract the bolt 
fully rearward and lift it up and out of the 
receiver. No further disassembly is re- 

Continued on page 74 


CENTER: AK-22, shown with optional 
scope mount and tip-off scope, is more than 
accurate enough for slaying empty beer 
cans. 

LEFT: M16/22, at first glance a dose 
duplicate of the M16 service rifle. 
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YOUR TICKET TO FIVE DAYS OF UNENDING ACTION & ADVENTURE AWAITS YOU AT THE 


8TH ANNUAL SOF CONVENTION AND EXPO 

SAHARA HOTEL, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, AUGUST 26-30, 1987 

The 1987 Convention will be bigger, 
better and more exciting than ever 
before. This year brings new and improved 
seminars, exciting participatory events, the 
latest Weapons Expo and plenty of action-packed 
activities for everyone. Your “early bird” registration 
not only saves you $25.00 off the regular registration fee, but also 
guarantees you a piece of the action and adventure each and 
every event offers. 




Here’s what your $100.00 gets you: 

• Entrance to the Seminars • An Awards Banquet ticket 

• Entrance to the Firepower Demo • Hotel Room Discounts 

• Entrance to the Arms Expo and Three-Gun Match • And much, much more. 


Freedom Flyers Jump School will be conducting a parachute jump in conjunction 
with the SOF Convention. 

And this year all conventioneers and shooters who have paid prior to July 1 will 
have their name automatically entered into a drawing for a grand prize. 

Don’t be caught at the end of the line — step up today and purchase your ticket 
to the 1987 SOF Convention and Expo. Fill out the coupon on the facing page and 
return it today! 














Hotel Accommodations 

For Room Reservations: Sahara Hotel 1-800-634-6666 

To receive convention rates, you must advise the hotel that you 
will be attending the SOF Convention. 

The Early Bird Room rate is $45.00/night (plus tax) if the room 
is reserved and the first night’s deposit is received by June 25. 
After that date, the rate will be $48.00/night (plus tax). Room 
reservations must be made by July 25, 1987 to guarantee 
space in the headquarters hotel. 

SOF EXPOSITION Send large S.A.S.E. to: 

INFORMATION: SOF Expo 

P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 

CONVENTIONEER Send large S.A.S.E. to: 

INFORMATION: SOF Convention 

4901 Indian Trail 
Wilmington, NC 28403 


SOF ’87 CONVENTION EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FORM 

Yes! I want to take advantage of the Early Bird Special. 
Please sign me up early — only $100.00 — I’ll save $25.00. 

□ Payment enclosed — payable to SOF Convention ’87 

□ MasterCard □ VISA 

Card #_ Exp. Date- 

Signature_ 

Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City:_State:_Zip Code:_ 


three-gun match send large s.a.s.e. to: □ I attended the 1986 Convention 

INFORMATION: Three-Gun Match 

408 E. Harding Mail to: 

Bakersfield. CA 93308 SOF CONVENTION ’87 • P.O. BOX 693 • Boulder, CO 80306 
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Honduran Special Forces air assault teams 
receive free-fall instructions at 10,000 feet 
over Honduras from U.S. Army Special 


SOF CENTRAL AMERICA 


HALO INTO 

HONDURAS 

Rangers Drop on Nicaragua’s Doorstep 


Text & Photos by Paul Larkin 
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T HE C-141s had been in the air for more 
than 10 hours when they finally reached 
the drop zone and began disgorging their 
consignments of paras. 

Within minutes, scores of U.S. Army 
Rangers from Fort Lewis, Washington’s 
2nd Battalion 75th Infantry were plunging 
toward the earth thousands of feet below in a 
classic HALO (high altitude, low opening) 
insertion. As the ground rushed up and their 
chutes finally popped, the stifling heat re¬ 
moved any doubts that they weren’t in 
Washington anymore. Off in the distance 
was the Honduran-Nicaraguan border. Be¬ 
low was Mocordn. 

Mocordn is located just 27 kilometers 
above the Nicaraguan border on the Atlantic 
side of Honduras and, as the rainy season 


COMBAT 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Paul Larkin has nine years experience 
as a photojoumalist. Based in Colorado, 
he has covered insurgency and combat in 
Central America since 1981. Previous 
assignments have taken him to El Salva¬ 
dor and Guatemala. 


begins in June, it’s hot, humid, wet, and 
crawling with the sort of things you want to 
step on but not in. Temperatures soar to over 
100 degrees F daily, and downpours each 
afternoon and evening are not the cooling 
kind you can get in the Pacific Northwest. In 
short, it provided the perfect setting for a 
test of 2nd Battalion’s quick-response and 
insertion capabilities. 

Not told their destination until airborne, 
the Rangers from Fort Lewis were in the air 
for more than 10 hours before dropping into 
Mocoron shortly after dawn. 

Earlier in the night their flight of C-141s 
had made an aerial rendezvous with Rang¬ 
ers from the 75th Infantry Headquarters 
Regiment, followed by another flight of C- 
141s loaded for a full-scale heavy equip¬ 
ment drop by the 27th Airborne Engineering 
Battalion from Fort Bragg. 

All this mobilization came under the 
heading “The Second Phase of Ejercicio 
Cabanas 86,” a month of field exercises, 
working, and training with Honduran troops 
— and making a strong point of the United 
States’ preparedness and commitment to the 
region. 

The first phase had been constructing a 
4,100-foot runway at Fort Mocoron and 
presenting it to Colonel Amaya Maya, com¬ 
mander of the Honduras 5th Infantry and 
head of their Special Forces units. The air¬ 
strip provides quick access for large aircraft 
to the region, which is known as the Mos- 
quitia. 

It’s an area where both civilians and sol¬ 
diers are on the move. Large numbers of 
Miskito Indians have moved across the 
Honduran-Nicaraguan border into Hon¬ 
duras, where the expatriate bases of 
KISAN, the Miskito Indian arm of the Nica¬ 
raguan contras, are located. Nicaragua’s 
Zelaya Province on the other side of the 
border, from which the Miskito refugees 
come, is, perhaps surprisingly, largely Eng¬ 
lish-speaking and Protestant (a legacy of 
British influence in the Caribbean) and 
ethnically, religiously, and culturally quite 
distinct from the rest of Nicaragua. Histor¬ 
ically it has enjoyed considerable auton- 


ABOVE: Honduran air assault troops 
prepare for static line jump from rear of 
Chinook at 1,500 feet. 

BELOW: Returning from their field posts 
in El Salvador and Honduras, Special 
Forces members continue to train. Here 
they prepare for a night parachute jump. 
LZ is located just across Panama Canal 
from Fort Davis. 

BOTTOM: Troops of 5th Infantry Battalion 
take instruction from U.S. Special Forces in 
field medicine techniques. Special Forces 
also tutored Hondurans in combat use of 
light arms and mortars, demolitions and 
counterinsurgency pursuit. 





JULY 87 







ABOVE: Honduran soldier from 5th 
Infantry Battalion practices claymore mine 
placement as part of demolition instruction 
received from U.S. Special Forces at 
Mocordn. 

LEFT: Colonel Amaya Maya, commander 
of Honduras 5th Infantry Battalion at 
Mocordn and head of its Special Forces 
Units, awaits arrival of first flight of 
airborne U.S. Army Rangers. 

LOWER LEFT: After parachuting in and 
deploying to positions, further securing area 
around Mocordn, first night was spent in 
relief-in-place exercises. By dawn, last 
company of U.S. Army Rangers was moving 
off to bivouac areas; its previous stations 
were taken over by fresh Honduran troops. 


omy, something the Sandinistas decided to 
end after they came to power in 1979. 

The Marxists’ attempts to impose greater 
centralization helped sow the seeds of re¬ 
volt. KISAN fighters are constantly on the 
move. For the present the objective is not to 
take and hold territory in Nicaragua. That 
would be premature. Their object at this 
stage is to impair the Sandinista govern¬ 
ment’s ability to govern, challenge its au¬ 
thority, destabilize it and ultimately strip 
away its legitimacy. 

For the Honduran military, the object is 
to make sure the Sandinistas do not use the 
revolt as a pretext for striking north. The 
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airstrip guarantees that Honduran (and if 
necessary U.S.) reinforcements can quickly 
move into the area if the need arises. 

However, at dawn on 5 June last year, the 
Mocordn airstrip was back in U.S. posses¬ 
sion. An hour after the first contingent of 
Rangers had HALOed in and taken the field 
from its Honduran 5th Infantry “de¬ 
fenders,” Operation Cabanas 86 was in full 
swing, with nearly 1,000 troops and a mas¬ 
sive airdrop of heavy equipment delivered 
within hours. The stage was set for a month 
of testing the limits and abilities of the 
Rangers. 

With the Honduran “defenders” of the 
Mocor6n runway were U.S. Green Berets, 
members of the Special Forces 7th Group, 
3rd Battalion, from Fort Davis, Panama. 
They’d been in Mocoron for almost two 
weeks, carrying out one of the three main 
missions assigned to Special Forces by in¬ 
structing the troops of Honduras’ 5th Infan¬ 
try in the finer points of internal defense. 
The other two missions of the Special 
Forces — unconventional warfare and 
direct attack — are not (officially anyway) 
part of their assignment in Central America. 

Green Berets are training El Salvadorian 
troops as well as Hondurans, and the Sal¬ 
vos’ instruction emphasizes counterin¬ 
surgency. Teaching the tactics that effec¬ 
tively counter the guerrilla movement in 
their country give the Green Berets ample 
opportunity to tutor their Salvadorian stu¬ 
dents in unconventional warfare and quick¬ 
ly see the results of their instruction. 

Honduras, unlike El Salvador, has nei¬ 
ther a limit on the number of advisers nor an 
internal insurgency, but training in Hon¬ 
duras benefits from the experience instruc¬ 
tors bring with them from El Salvador. The 
Hondurans’ training focuses on convention¬ 
al patrolling, instruction in air assault and 
the use of light weapons, mortars and the 
Red Eye surface-to-air missile. 

For the Green Berets the mission to 
Mocordn was a “homecoming” of sorts. In 
April 1980 the Special Forces completed a 
five-month medical aid program in the re¬ 
gion — for the Sandinistas. (Back then Car¬ 
ter was still in the White House and we were 
trying to be their pals.) It included perform¬ 
ing 200 major surgeries, delivering 152 
babies, providing medical aid to 9,500 pa¬ 
tients and distributing over 30 C-130-loads 
of food and medicine. 

Ejercicio Cabanas 86 provided Rangers 
and Special Forces with a chance to practice 
their respective missions in a foreign en¬ 
vironment. And while they hone their skills, 
these elite soldiers also impart some of then- 
experience and goodwill to our allies in a 
region critical to America’s interests. ^ 


Dawn found U.S. Army Rangers on way to 
rendezvous after being relieved by 
Honduran troops earlier that night. 
Twenty-four hours earlier these guys were 
jumping out of perfectly good C-141s after a 
10-hour flight from the States — and here 
the sun was rising again and they hadn’t 
stopped yet. 
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“PLATOON” 


Internal strife? There 
was none. Man, we loved 
each other. Can you 
understand that? We were 
bonded together in combat 
and in blood. We would 
have died for each other 
.., and many did. 

Equally disturbing to me 
was the dangerous and 
not-so-subtle political 
message of “Platoon.” 
Through inference and 
innuendo the viewer is told 
that we had no business in 
Vietnam, the war was 
unwinnable, that we didn’t 
know why we were there. 
Sorry Oliver, but that 
won’t wash. We knew why 
we were in Vietnam. What 
we didn’t know was why 
our government wouldn’t 
let us win it. In fact, what 
we won on the battlefield 
our government gave away 
at the negotiating table. 
Jim Gaertner 
1st Air Cav. 

23rd Infantry Div. 


To present combat 
without context is a classic 
anti-war technique. 

War certainly is waste. 
But it is more than that. It 
is also about sacrifice, 
values, purpose. 

A filmmaker is not 
obliged to give context. It 
is perfectly legitimate to 
choose a narrow focus. But 
he should not then pretend 
to a cosmic message such 
as the narrator’s con¬ 
clusion that in Vietnam the 
enemy was us. 

War is hell, and 
“Platoon” does hell well. 
That is a considerable 
achievement. What “Pla¬ 
toon” does not do, despite 
its pretensions, is tell us 
anything more than that. 
Charles 
Krauthammer 
Columnist, 
Washington 
Post 


RETURN 

FIRE 


Vets from every comer of the United States answered 
our call to comment on Oliver Stone's film “ Platoon . ” 
Counting only those who served in Vietnam, 60 percent 
of our readers didn ’t like the movie, 25 percent liked it, 11 
percent liked it but had reservations about its accuracy, 
and four percent didn't express a clear opinion . Space 
restrictions prevent us from printing all the responses, so 
if you don f t see your letter here it doesn 't mean your 
comments weren't worthy — they just didn't fit. Our 
sincere thanks to all who responded. 



Soldier from Co. B, 1st Bn., 5th Inf. (Mech.), 25th 
Infantry Division, waits with M60 during ambush patrol 
near Cu Chi. Photo: Dept, of Defense 


“Platoon” was a disgrace. And after all the kudos 
heaped on Dale Dye, no one bothered to mention that the 
GIs in the film were wearing flak jackets. Never once did 
I see a GI wearing a flak jacket. The actors also had 
punk-rocker haircuts, earrings and ... Hallelujah Jane 
Fonda ... a Nazi flag flying from an APC. Even in the 
“Fucked-up 4th” that crap would have lasted about two 
seconds. So much for Dale Dye and SOF’s resounding 
“time-capsule-like authenticity.” And why hasn’t SOF 
blasted this film like the liberals blasted “Rambo” and 
“Red Dawn”? Maybe Oliver Stone isn’t the only one 
interested in a few pieces of silver. 

Sgt. Thomas E. Ragland 
4th Infantry Div. 


I think that the greatest ac¬ 
complishment of this movie is its realistic 
portrayal of combat and what combat does 
to ordinary human beings. War is one of 
the most horrible experiences a human 
being can endure, and this movie shows 
the consequences of living through this as 
no other movie has. 

Robert J. Brewer 
4th Infantry Div. 


I had to smile when reading your 
notice soliciting observations on the 
movie. You stated, “Preference will be 
given to those who served in Marine or 
Army infantry,” and I understand why. 

However, I was a scout dog handler 
who scouted for a variety of units from 
ARVN to MP to engineers. For us the 
hardships were there, the weather as 
miserable, the mosquitos bit as hard, the 
leeches clung the same, the pain was as 
sharp, death as real. 

The point of my rambling is that the 
Vietnam soldier has become what 
tunnel-visioned vets and biased 
Hollywood producers have chosen the 
vet to be. Lines have been drawn 
depicting Marines as straight to the 
finish, while U.S. Army troops are 
pot-smoking hippies. 

The two groups are then slashed to 
grunts and REMFs. Didn’t happen that 
way. It’s not that easy. The Vietnam 
experience wasn’t black and white and it 
sure wasn’t “Platoon.” 

Jim Harding 
212th MP Scout Dogs 


Mr. Stone’s self-admitted anti-war 
sentiments are paraded before the 
unsuspecting public via the movie’s 
various moralizations and nev- 
er-again-isms, resulting in just 
another liberal hearts-and-minds 
piece. “Platoon” is first a political 
statement. It hopes to influence future 
U.S. foreign policy by making the 
inevitable but isolated atrocities of the 
Vietnam War the sole determinant 
from which to judge the morality of it 
and future wars. This makes for a 
superficial and shortsighted rationale. 
The message Stone imparts is that we 
were the enemy and had no business 
being there. The application for today 
is Nicaragua and anywhere else the 


70 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JULY 87 



cause of freedom demands the selfless 
sacrifices of one person for the good of 
others. 

Christopher E. Williamson 
101st Airborne Div. 


I served with the 25th Infantry 
Division during this time and believe 
Stone has accurately shown the early 
demise of the U.S. military. After the 
’68 Tet Offensive, the change in the 
military and its personnel was dramatic. 
We were no longer winning nor could 
we win in many people’s eyes, and from 
this a lot of frustration arose. Drugs 
became prevalent, random violence 
occurred toward civilians and our fellow 
men, and the biggest problem of the war 
began — the questioning of its 
leadership. 

William Nutter 
25th Infantry Div. 


“Platoon” does give one the feeling of being in 
Vietnam. Probably due to the technical direction of Dale 
Dye. The content of the movie, however, is a foray to the 
borders of never-never land. Stone uses media methods 
worthy of the late Joseph Goebbels. For example, there 
was a My Lai Massacre, but it was an isolated, almost 
unique incident and Calley, Mitchell and Median were 
court-martialed for it. “Platoon” spends many minutes 
of film time on the village scenes, thus creating the 
impression that such behavior was a normal everyday 
occurrence in RVN. This is the basic grain- 
of-truth/bucket-of-bullshit propaganda technique 
perfected by the Nazis and widely used by the Soviets and 
their supporters. 

This same technique is used to expound the whole 
laundry list of liberal myths about Vietnam — drugs, 
atrocities, officer incompetence, NCO sadism, 
rich-man’s-war/poor-man’s-fight, racism, battlefield 
superiority of the VC, etc.... Basically Stone shows you 
a tree and tries to leave the impression it’s a whole forest. 
My own experience is contrary to “Platoon” regarding 
these points and others. 

R. Kolkoski 
101st Airborne Div. 


When the anti-Americans want to 
deliver a message, they take every 
isolated instance of evil, put it all 
together in one ball of wax and feed it to 
the general public as gospel truth. This is 
exactly what “Platoon” does. 

R. D. Patrick Mahoney 
The New American 
U.S. Army Special Forces 


According to Oliver Stone, his movie 
“Platoon” is based on his personal 
experience while serving with the 25 th 
Infantry Division. I too served with the 
25th and I can assure you that during my 
tour of duty there wasn’t a day that went 
by that we were not reminded of the 
consequences of committing atrocities. 
Stone burned his own ass as well as the 
unit that he served in by putting the 
atrocity scenes in the movie, because the 
only message he got across to me was, 
“My unit was made up of piss-poor 
leaders and scum.” 

1st Sgt. Angel Dela Cruz Jr. 

25th Infantry Div. 


I found some details of “Platoon” to 
be accurate but a lot to be pure nonsense. 
Stone’s doped-up mind found a way to 
get back at America and all the real sol¬ 
diers and veterans by taking every nega¬ 
tive thing that he ever heard about Viet¬ 
nam and putting them in a movie. He 
undoubtedly resents all veterans who 
served honorably. 

As for the accuracy of Dye’s part of 
the movie, I think he missed the boat on 
many things. Did he really serve out in 
the bush? 

Charles C. Thurmond 
Subteam 65, MACV Team 3 



This trench, which stretched for over half a mile, was 
discovered by members of Co. C, 2nd Bn., 14th Inf. 
Regt., 25th Infantry Division, during Operation Akron, 
May 1966. Photo: Dept, of Defense 


I have to say that “Platoon” is the best and most 
accurate movie yet made about Vietnam. I served with the 
25th Infantry Division from June 1968 to June 1969. I 
found the movie accurately depicted the attitudes and 
relationships of that period. 

To many men, Charlie was an impersonal enemy, 
dangerous but respected. The real enemy, on the other 
hand, was the “lifers” who had more interest in their 
careers than in the welfare of their men. As an MP, I was 
in a position to see that well over half of the 
“fragging-type” incidents were never reported as such. 
If there was no suspect readily available, the incident was 
attributed to the enemy, for the sake of the victim’s family 
and to keep from upsetting the brass in the Pentagon. 
Don’t conftise a man’s loyalty to his country with a 
willingness to accept bad leaders or to follow authority 
blindly. 

Michael F. Meacham 
25th Infantry Div. 


I saw unnecessary 
roughness, hooches 
burned during search and 
clear or relocation, but 
never gang rape. No 
flat-out field executions 
either. No fingers or ears 
cut off the dead. Consider 
this: Your own buddies 
would call you out for 
being the prick who set the 
wrist watch ahead to 
shorten his turn on guard. 
What do they do when you 
start shooting down 
innocent villagers? That 
sergeant would’ve been 
disarmed and on the first 
bird to the rear to await 
court-martial. 

Yet, if we get ster¬ 
eotypes from one of our 
own, then the sequel is 
surely to be stereotyped as 
well. I can see it now — 
the NCO killer goes home, 
gets spit on and called baby 
killer at an airport in 
Chicago, wakes up 
sweat-drenched and 
screaming in the middle of 
the night, can’t find work, 
wears pieces and parts of 
his uniform everywhere he 
goes, walks around with 
the “thousand-yard stare” 
beaming out of a mind that 
is filled with flashbacks, 
becomes an alcoholic or 
addict, gets married and 
divorced, becomes a 
survivalist and finally kills 
someone, only to be shot 
down by the police as he 
sprays death from an UZI 
all over his or someone 
else’s front lawn. Did I 
leave anything out? 

I feel that if we can’t get 
justice from one of our 
own then we’re probably 
doomed to be stigmatized 
forever. Probably the only 
salvation left is to start 
talking. People want the 
real gut facts. Talk! Lay 
down a broad base of 
suppressive fire. In the end 
we’ll have to cover our 
own asses. 

Sgt. Jim Pene 

Americal Div. 
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“Platoon” gave the 
viewer a division-sized 
helping of special effects, 
a brigade-sized load of 
stereotypes, a battal¬ 
ion-sized fascination with 
violence, and a com¬ 
pany-sized pile of negative 
media images. 

“Platoon” gives us legs 
a squad’s worth of help in 
educating a REMF 
America about what it was 
like. This movie adds a 
sandbag to the psy¬ 
chological ruck of each 
eleven-bush now on patrol 
back in The World. 

Michael P. Beringer 
5th Div. (Mech.) 


The image pictured us 
all as cold-blooded 
murderers and schizoids. 
In reality, the theme 
should have been from 
“St. Crispious Day” — 
haunting images of the 
past; 

We few, we happy few, 
We band of brothers, 
For he today, who sheds 
His blood with me 
Shall be my brother .... 
John Riggs 
Spec. Ops NCOIC 


“Platoon” may be 
somewhat true. When the 
U.S, 9th Division arrived 
in our AO, the U.S. 
advisers, myself included, 
and the Vietnamese were 
repeatedly fired on and had 
tear gas dropped on us. We 
became fearful whenever 
we heard that the 
Americans were to make a 
sweep of our area. We 
tried to work with them, 
but the “shoot the slopes” 
discipline they lived by 
made us keep our heads 
low. U.S. units had so 
much ammo, you know! 
Bradley Adams 
Adviser, ARVN 
Rangers 


To be sure, Oliver Stone’s leftist views underpin the 
movie and skewer its portrayals. But nothing is 
minimized, detracts from or diminishes the overall effect. 

Where else in any movie ever made have you seen — 
felt — small-unit combat recreated as in this one. Fear, 
panic, savagery, violence, the whole panorama was 
there. You’ve got to give the devil his due. Stone 
recreated combat as close as it can be done on screen. It 
may be duplicated, but it won’t be improved. 

My politics are as conservative as any SOF reader’s, 
but I won’t allow political persuasion to deny this movie. 
Vietnam will live with me until the day I die. At least 
apportioned, this movie is a legacy of what I, we, 
experienced. 

William S. Ungerman 
25th Infantry Div. 



During Operation Makaha, soldiers from 1st Bn., 27th 
Inf. Regt., 25th Infantry Division, search a village 
suspected of harboring VC. Photo: Dept, of Defense 


I think your reviewer was much too kind to Mr. Stone. 
He spent much of his critique expounding the technical 
accuracies of the movie. The average combat veteran of 
the Vietnam War could care less about a 1980 Tanto 
showing up on someone’s web gear. 

I think Mr. Stone betrayed his fellow Vietnam veterans 
by once again portraying us as drug-crazed, baby-killing, 
generalized fuck-ups. 

No one in the media seems interested in the good things 
we tried to do for the Vietnamese people on a personal 
level. We burnt no villages, I saw no innocent civilians 
killed and we did not rape. 

I’m sure there was an occasional joint smoked if the 
wind was right, but not a bunker full of guys blowing their 
brains away. Such actions would have brought a cadre of 
senior NCOs bent on applying the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice to the letter. 

SSgt. Norman D. Cantrell 
199th Light Infantry Bde. 


I saw this so-called Vietnam movie and came away 
from it profoundly depressed and disgusted. Since then I 
have had many people ask me: “Did you really do stuff 
like that over there?” I try to explain that there may have 
been isolated incidents of the nature depicted in the film, 
but I get the impression that no one believes a word I say. 

I hope that one day the American people will realize 
that their sons and daughters were truly heroes in a dirty, 
ugly little war that no one gave a damn about. 

Boyce C. Wright, 1st Marine Div. 


We are talking about the “willful act 
of murder” that was brought out in the 
film “Platoon” and aimed at all of us 
who served. 

I did not kill innocent civilians and 
even refused a direct order to fire across 
the bow of a junk because my fire would 
have ended up in a friendly village that 
the boat officer did not see from his 
position. 

Allen C. LoBean 
Swift Boat Gunner’s Mate, 

U.S. Navy 


After recently seeing “Platoon” with 
my son, I’ve once again found myself in 
the uneasy position of defending my role 
in Vietnam. 

Once again I can see the doubt and 
suspicion in the eyes of those I love, and 
again I have to suppress my own fears 
and doubts in an attempt to escape the 
ghosts of my memories of Dak To and 
Hill 875. 

“Platoon” is just one more 
opportunity for the Jane Fondas of our 
country to say, “We tried to tell you 
what was happening.” 

Charles R. Snay 
173rd Airborne Bde. 


By the time Stone gets around to 
making “Platoon II,” Hollywood will 
have discovered a way to give 
scratch-and-sniff cards to go along with 
the movie. Can you imagine sitting next 
to a couple of little old ladies and 
smelling burning shit, a decomposed 
body, marijuana smoke (might not be 
coming from the card), a crispy critter, 
burnt gunpowder, a piss tube, or Nuoc 
Mam? Numba fuckin’ one. 

R.J. Flett 
3/21 Infantry 


I took my folks to see the movie ‘ ‘Pla¬ 
toon” last week and I must say that I’ve 
been getting strange looks from them 
ever since. My mother in particular kept 
glancing over at me through the whole 
flick. I couldn’t figure out whether she 
was expecting me to have a nervous 
breakdown or to jump up and open fire. I 
neither had nor did. 

I guess the thing that pisses me off 
most about this movie is its overem¬ 
phasis on murdering civilians and 
friendlies. I was never a party to, nor did 
I personally witness, any such atrocities. 

If this movie is nonfiction, it sucks. If 
it’s fiction, it’s better than the average 
war movie. 

James Klock 

9th Infantry Div. ^ 
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BACK-UP POWER 

Continued from page 53 

inspect the chamber. Remove the barrel pin 
by pushing it to the right or left with a blunt 
instrument. Pull the trigger fully rearward 
and hold it back to disengage the push rod 
from the firing pin’s cocking lug. Push the 
slide forward and off the frame. Tap the 
slide on the palm of your hand to free the 
breechblock. Pull it rearward and out of the 
slide. Rotate the backplate 90 degrees and 
withdraw it and the attached drive spring 
and guide rod. Pull out the firing pin and its 
front spring. Pull the barrel rearward to re¬ 
move it and the recoil spring assembly from 
the slide. Remove the two screws holding 
the grip panels in place. No further dis¬ 
assembly is required. After cleaning, reas¬ 
semble in the reverse order. 

Eight different lots of ammunition were 
fired through the SD9 in an attempt to assess 
its salient features and defects, if any. Com¬ 
mercial ammo included Federal’s 115-gr. 
JHP (Jacketed Hollow Point) and three 
loadings from Black Hills Shooters Supply 
(Dept. SOF, 3401 South Highway 79, 
Rapid City, SD 57701): 115-gr. JHP, 115- 
gr. FMJ (Full Metal Jacket) and 125-gr. 
Lead RN (Round Nose). Military ball 
ammunition of four types, all FMJ, was also 
tested: Israel Military Industries’ sub- 
machine-gun load with a black-tipped color 
code (distributed by Action Arms, Ltd., 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 9573, Philadelphia, 
PA 19124), Spanish Toledo Arsenal ball 
(headstamped “FNT 1952”), Yugoslav 
ball manufactured at Prvi Partizan Titovo, 
Uzice in 1960 (headstamped “PPU60 KAL 
9mm”) and 1983-manufactured Portuguese 
ball (headstamped “FNM-83-5”). 

There were no failures to feed or eject 
throughout the entire course of the test. 
However, except for practice, military ball 
should not be used in this pistol as in every 
case two to three hits were required to ignite 
the primer. Milspec primer cups are usually 
4- to 5-thousandths of an inch thicker than 
those used to manufacture U.S. commercial 
ammunition. The SD9’s drive spring does 
not thrust the firing pin forward with enough 
force to reliably ignite these less-sensitive 
primers. Increasing the strength of this drive 
spring would only increase the trigger pull 
weight required to draw the firing pin rear¬ 
ward. As our test specimen had a pull 
weight of approximately 16 pounds, an 
additional increase would be unacceptable. 
In any event, so what? There were no fail¬ 
ures to ignite U.S. commercial primers and, 
with modestly priced ammunition as accu¬ 
rate and consistent as that provided by Black 
Hills Shooters Supply, who needs anything 
more — or less? 

We lost an average of 100 fps with all the 
ammunition fired through the SD9’s 3.149- 
inch barrel when compared to results ob¬ 
tained from a Browning High Power and its 
4.7-inch barrel. Most submachine guns, 
with an average barrel length of about 8 
inches, will yield only 200 fps more than the 



The Springfield Armory SAR-48 (.308 Cal.) is 
an exact duplicate of the universally praised 
FAL/LAR military rifle. Like the European 
original, the SAR-48 boasts quality that's out 
of this world...but an affordable price that’s 
really down to earth. Now the SAR-48 family 
includes five different models; get acquainted 
with all of them at your favorite dealer’s: 

SAR-48 Std Model 

It’s newly manufactured from forged steel 
parts, including a forged receiver and a 
hammer forged chrome lined barrel. All parts 
are 100% interchangeable with the metric 
originals. Its low price makes it one of the 
best buys anywhere. 

SAR-48 “Bush” Rifle 

It comes with a short 18” barrel and the 
standard SAR-48 stock. 

SAR-48 Model 22 

It’t not a conversion; it’s a precise copy of the 
SAR-48 Std Model, but chambered in .22LR. 


ary parts, 
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SAR-48 Heavy Barrel 

Quality built from actual FAL militar 
plus Springfield’s premium quality SAR-48 
forged receiver. The result is a super accurate, 
super quality exotic with a chrome lined 
barrel, attached bipod, wood stock, and 
wraparound handguard. Like all SAR-48s, it’s 
value priced. 

SAR-48 Para Model 

Compact firepower in .308 Cal., and it’s all 
new production. You’ve been asking for this 
folding stock version of the SAR-48...now 
you’ve got it. Two different barrel lengths 
available. SAR-48 Para in .223 Cal. coming in 
late ’87. 

The SAR-48 family. A new world of quality 
and value. 


Send $3 for current 
four-color catalog. 
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A - THE LITE—SITE target illumination & sighting system incorporates a highly modified 

Mag - Lite, a velcro mounted tape switch, and a quick on/off base & mount.$99.95 

B - This Cruiser Shroud is all steel. All hardware included.1 9.95 

C - 7 or 8 shot Magazine Extension with long spring... .22.00 

D - Pistol Grip Forend for greater speed and controle .25.00 

E - Pistol Grip (yes the gun is still legal with 18” barrel).1 5.95 

Send $2.00 for complete catalog to: L.L. Baston Co., P.O. Box 1995, El Dorado, AR 71730 
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WE CAN KEEP 
YOU FOREVER 

The Story of the Ml As 



For some, the Vietnam 
war has not ended. 
Hundreds of soldiers 
are still missing. 
Learn the incredible, 
disturbing truth 
about Americas MIAs 
in this powerful. 

75 minute film! 

'f wish it could be shown 
to every American!' 1 
—Sen. John McCain 
[former POW) 



Mall to: "We Can Keep You Forever” 
Uonheart HomeVIdeo 
15040 Calvert St., Van Nuys, CA 91411 


(Cannot deliver to P.G. Box) 


ISSt 
422i 



Qty_$24.95 @ plus $4.00 postage & handling for single 

orders. Add $2.00 each additional unit. (CA residents add 6.5% Sales Tax) 



SD9. Black Hills’ 115-gr. JHP was the most 
accurate load, with an average velocity, 10 
feet from the muzzle, of 1,033 fps and an 
amazing standard deviation of only 7 fps. At 
21 feet this ammunition will dump six 
rounds into a 1.1-inch circle when fired 
from a strong Weaver hold. Spanish, 
Yugoslav and Portuguese military ball pro¬ 
duced similar velocities but with far less 
accuracy. As expected, the Israeli black- 
tipped SMG ammo was about 100 fps fast¬ 
er. Our slowest loading was the Black Hills 
125-gr. Lead RN. Its projectile, 10 grains 
heavier than the others, averaged only 942 
fps, although the standard deviation was 
still just 10 fps. Complete results of the 
chronograph tests have been summarized in 
the table on page 53. 

Hard primers excepted, the SD9 sailed 
through SOF’s test and evaluation leaving 
little to criticize. Felt recoil was relatively 
mild with all loads tested, albeit slightly 
sharper with IMFs SMG round. Muzzle 
climb was moderate and target reacquisition 
times were normal for this caliber. The con¬ 
stant double-action trigger was initially irri¬ 
tating, but it can be mastered with practice. 
Most of the ammunition shot about 3 inches 
above the point of aim at 21 feet and some¬ 
what to the right. The ejection pattern was 
consistently 4 feet to the right. 

Imported by Armscorp of America 
(Dept. SOF, 9162 Brookville Road, Silver 
Spring, Maryland 20910), the suggested re¬ 
tail price of the Israeli SD9 is only $329. 
Safe, accurate, robust and reliable, the SD9 
is a fistful of dynamite. Those who must 
hide handguns in unobtrusive places are 
well advised to examine it closely. ^ 

LOOK-ALIKES 

Continued from page 63 

quired. Reassemble in the reverse order. 

Don’t expect milspec performance from a 
plinking rifle. At 25 yards, using iron 
sights, these rifles will group within 1.1 
inches using high velocity ammunition such 
as Winchester’s T-22. Hyper velocity 
ammo, like Remington’s Vipers, will open 
the group by only another .2 inch. Certainly 
not match-grade accuracy but still less than 
half the diameter of a beer can, the most 
probable target for rimfire, assault-rifle 
look-alikes. 

We experienced two to three failures to 
feed with every magazine-full of ammuni¬ 
tion fired through any of the four rifles. In 
all cases, the problem was magazine- 
related. The follower springs are marginal 
in compressive strength. Stretching them a 
few inches might help. Burrs inside the 
magazine body and lips need to be removed 
as they impede both follower and cartridge 
movement. Some of the magazine lips were 
spread too wide and need to be carefully 
compressed in a vise. 

Rimfire ammunition in .22 caliber is 
notoriously dirty. Bullets are often lubri¬ 
cated with a waxy substance and unbumt 



COMPETITIVE PRICES 


BLACK HILLS 
AMMO 
VERY 

COMPETITIVE 

PRICES 

SEE YOUR 
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^ HOOTERS^ UPPIY 

PO BOX 5070, 
RAPID CITY, 
SOUTH DAKOTA 57709 
PHONE 605/348-5150 

QUALITY MUNITIONS FROM 
THE BEAUTIFUL AND 
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WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA 
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particles of powder combine with carbon 
fouling to gum up the works. After 300 
rounds, you had better be prepared to field- 
strip and clean the reciprocating parts. 
When ejected cases propel outward in slow 
motion and fall at your feet, you’ll know it’s 
time for a maintenance break. 

A scope mount for the AK-22 or Galil- 
22, with dovetail mount for all tip-off .22 
scopes, is available for $29.95. A skeleton¬ 
ized folding stock for the Galil-22, fabri¬ 
cated from ABS plastic and complete with 
the long alien-wrench required for its in¬ 
stallation, will set you back $59.95. A slick 
little bipod with swiveling aluminum head 
and compact fold-away legs costs only 
$29.95 and can be attached to any number 
of rifles. 

When chambered for the .22 LR car¬ 
tridge, take your pick of either the M16/22, 
AK-22, Galil-22 or MAS-22 for $259.95. 
All are available in .22 rimfire Magnum for 
$15 additional. The Ml6/22 is also cham¬ 
bered for the .32 AGP round. 

Pleasure needs no further justification. 
All of these rifles provide a full measure of 
that ingredient, punctuated by irritating, 
although hardly life-threatening, stoppages. 
My personal favorite is the MAS-22. ^ 


GRAVEYARD 

Continued from page 55 
elusive enemy. 

The French had been battling in Indochi¬ 


na since 1945, but by 1954 the tide of their 
war had turned against them. On 7 May 
1954, almost all of Route 19 belonged to the 
communists. In order to save the mobile 
unit, the French high command ordered GM 
100 to evacuate to Pleiku across 80 kilo¬ 
meters of what was then enemy-held road. 

The evacuation of An Khe began at 
0300 hours on 24 June 1954, when the 
entire unit left in a long convoy along 
Route 19. The unit was composed of three 
elements. The 43rd Colonial Infantry, 
comprising French and Cambodian sol¬ 
diers, led the way. It was followed by the 
2nd and then the 3rd Korea. 

The convoys proceeded unhindered un¬ 
til 0900 hours, when the rear elements 
were ambushed. A short, fierce battle 
erupted. By 0930 the French had fought 
their way past the danger and rejoined the 
convoy. 

By early afternoon the convoy had 
reached that part of the road that the 
Americans would later name, for good 
reason, “Ambush Alley.” At 1420hours 
an entire Viet Minh regiment hit the lead 
elements of the convoy and, at the same 
time, miles back, the rear of the convoy 
was also ambushed. In hours of fighting, 
GM 100 suffered hundreds of casualties, 
but they bravely struggled to hold their 
ground. 

By late afternoon the entire column was 
surrounded by the enemy on all sides. The 
803rd Viet Minh regiment continued to 
press the attack on what was left of Groupe- 
ment Mobile 100. Fighting was almost al¬ 


ways hand to hand, with soldiers locked in 
combat alongside jeeps and trucks and in the 
ditches alongside the road. 

By 1700 hours on 24 June, little more 
than half of the force remained. For miles 
along Route 19 lay burning trucks and 
vehicles of all types; dead men littered the 
road and ditches, and wounded men suf¬ 
fered alone in silence, afraid to scream 
out for fear of capture or worse. The deci¬ 
sion was made to break out and try to link 
up with paratroopers from the 1st Air¬ 
borne Group. Once joined, they would 
march on to Pleiku. 

Forced to abandon their casualties, the 
remaining men began to withdraw at 1900 
hours. After a long night march, and broken 
down into units of platoon size and smaller, 
the remaining men of GM 100 reached the 
1st Airborne. What remained of the force 
arrived at Pleiku on 29 June. Of the original 
3,198 men, fewer than 1,600 had escaped 
the ambush. 

Six weeks later the French-Indochina war 
was over, and the dead of GM 100 and 
soldiers from other French units were buried 
high above the Mang Yang Pass. The battle 
had been so fierce and the burial took place 
so long thereafter that determining indi¬ 
vidual identities became impossible. The 
French, being forced to leave Indochina, 
were neither given time to make crosses or 
headstones, nor permitted to erect any 
monuments. 

However, before they left they placed a 
small plaque alongside Route 19, miles 
away from the cemetery, at the site of GM 
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100’s final battle. This modest marker read, 
in Vietnamese and French: “Here soldiers 
of France and Vietnam died for their coun¬ 
tries.*’ The marker was placed at the spot 
where Mobile Group 100 met its fate. 

Now, years after this battle, I was flying 
above this very same road, headed toward 
the final resting place of these French sol¬ 
diers. We flew over a Montagnard village 
where the tribesmen below, clad in loin¬ 
cloths and smoking homemade pipes, 
waved up at us. After we passed their vil¬ 
lage, the terrain below began to grow rug¬ 
ged and the trees became more abundant. 

We roared past LZ Schueller, an Amer¬ 
ican firebase whose artillery blanketed the 
road, protecting American patrols in the 
surrounding jungle. At the gate of the fire- 
base we could see a large sign that adver¬ 
tised “Pit Stop — Beer and Soda 250 — 
Security Free.” 

Minutes later we were over the approxi¬ 
mate location of where GM 100 fought its 
battle. We could not locate the small plaque 
commemorating the spot because it no long¬ 
er existed. When American troops first 
came to the Central Highlands in 1965, 
Route 19 was widened and asphalted, and 
became Highway 19. In the process, Ameri¬ 
can engineers, knowing little of Vietnamese 
history, knowing nothing of Groupement 
Mobile 100, and unable to read either 
French or Vietnamese, plowed up and cov¬ 
ered over that marker. 

Several minutes later we were at the pass. 


Our helicopter circled the area for a few 
minutes and then dropped down to insert us 
for our brief mission. We moved quickly 
away from our LZ, which was located 
alongside the cemetery, and the helicopter 
veered sharply away and disappeared. Our 
small team of seven fanned out in a diamond 
shape as we went over the ridge line and 
crossed over the hundreds of small patches. 

At the very summit of the mountain 
across the old road, there was a small clump 
of trees. We hurried over to that tree line and 
Jerry Wilder from Plainsfield, New Hamp¬ 
shire, unloaded his cargo. It was a 2-foot by 
3-foot masonite board sprayed white, with 
black stenciled letters all over its surface. 
While two other team members held the 
board up against a tree, Wilder withdrew a 
hammer and several large nails from his 
jungle fatigues and nailed the board to the 
surface of the tree. When he was finished, 
we all stepped back to admire this plaque 
which bore an inscription painted in black 
and in a language other than our own. 

After taking only a few minutes to admire 
our handiwork, we called for the chopper. 
In our country it was a holiday, but for 
security reasons, we had no time for cere¬ 
monies. 

Our little plaque wasn’t much. We knew 
it wouldn’t last forever, and it was probably 
foolish of us to do what we did. But to a man 
we all agreed that these soldiers so alone and 
so far away from their country deserved to 
be remembered and, by God, after all, it 


was Memorial Day. 

None of us knew enough of the French 
language or enough about French military 
tradition to draft a proper epitaph. All we 
could leave behind was a message that, 
when translated, reads: 

Here for all eternity lies Mobile Group 100 
Soldiers of France 
Forgotten by most 
Remembered by few 
May they rest in peace. 

The chopper quickly descended to pick us 
up and, as it whisked us away, I watched the 
top of the mountain and the Mang Yang 
Pass disappear. It was the last time I ever 
saw the pass or the top of that mountain. 

As we left I began to have doubts and 
wondered if our efforts were even worth¬ 
while. Perhaps, I wondered, our attempt to 
honor these soldiers was an empty gesture 
and nothing more. 

Several years later, when I was a special 
agent in the United States Secret Service, I 
happened to be at an embassy party in 
Washington, D.C. There I met a minor 
French diplomat who had served in the Free 
French Forces during World War II. During 
the course of our conversation, I began tell¬ 
ing him the story of Groupement Mobile 
100 and of those soldiers buried in un¬ 
marked graves so very far from France. 
Thoughtlessly forgetting that I was talking 
about his countrymen, and without noting 
the effect of the story on the man, I con¬ 
tinued telling him about the plaque we had 
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erected high up in the mountains and the 
inscription we had stenciled upon it. 

When I looked up, I noticed the large 
man’s eyes had turned moist, but his round, 
full face was beaming. He took my hand 
with both of his, shook it vigorously and 
said in his deep, rich voice, “Merci! Merci! 
Que Dieu vous bSnisse!" 

Then he turned quickly and proudly walked 
away. Perhaps, I thought, what we did that 
day was not a futile gesture after all. ^ 


FULL AUTO 

Continued from page 16 

steel cleaning rod and a small brass oil 
can for $225. New PPSh41 71-round 
drums are available for only $50 each. 

Machine-Gun Dreaming 

How would you like a Soviet PK 
General Purpose Machine Gun for 
only $1,395? Or a BAR for only $695? 
Better yet, take your choice of these: 
Bren Mk I or II, $795; 7.62x51mm 
NATO L4 Bren, $1,100; Vickers, 
$1,495; MP-40, $795; Sten SMG, 
$135; or unissued Soviet PPSh41 at 
$595. And that’s Canadian, not U.S., 
dollars. Sorry, U.S. residents can’t 
have any of them. In semiauto-only, 
Canadian citizens can obtain them 
from Ontario Gun & Tackle (Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 1000, Matachewan, 
Ontario P0K 1M0, Canada). 

U.S. citizens can own any of these 
and numerous other classic machine 
guns sans the receiver and barrel. 
That’s right, you can’t have the barrel 
either. It seems that a provision in the 
new McClure-Volkmer Act aimed at 
stemming the flow of “Saturday Night 
Special” revolver barrels has been ex¬ 
panded by the pernicious wizards at 
BATF to include machine-gun barrels. 
Never mind that this was not the intent 
of Congress, the BATF has a long and 
infamous history of legislating its own 
will through published regulations that 
always push restrictions to the outer 
limits. 

Ontario Gun & Tackle also sells indi¬ 
vidual components for the above 
firearms, and both parts and maga¬ 
zines for such things as the AK-47, 
Heckler & Koch G3, Sterling, M60 
GPMG, M16, Soviet RPD, French 
MAT 49, FN FAL, Thompson, SKS, 
Lewis Gun, Ma Deuce, MG-34, MG- 
42, Browning 1919A6, AR-10 and 
SKS. A copy of their list is only $1.00. 

UZI Parts Kits 

If you own a legally converted UZI, I 
advise you to avoid aftermarket bolts 
and barrels like the bubonic plague. I 
have more reports of unreliable per¬ 
formance from converted UZI carbines 
fitted with sleazy, junk parts than any 
other type of Title II conversion. Auto- 
Arms (Dept. SOF, 870 South Mason 
Road, Suite 104-730, Katy, TX 


77450. Phone: 713-492-8718) has 
genuine Israeli government-issue UZI 
parts kits, in excellent condition, that 
include everything except the receiver 
for $750 (with folding stock). These 
are not conversion parts and hence are 
perfectly legal (of and by themselves 
they will not turn a semiauto UZI car¬ 
bine into a selective-fire weapon, nor 
were they designed solely and exclu¬ 
sively for that purpose). The barrels 
must be turned on a lathe to fit a con¬ 
verted UZI carbine. The grip assem¬ 
blies have Hebraic selector markings. 
All components are phosphate fin¬ 
ished (proper for a military-issue UZI). 

Major components are available 
separately for the following prices: bolt 
with extractor, $175; top cover, $125; 
barrel, $150; grip assembly, $295; re¬ 
coil spring, $20; folding stock, $65; 
and quick-detachable, IDF-issue wood 
stock (about 2 inches shorter than the 
Dutch-contract stock), $100. 

PARS International (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 420147, Houston, TX 
77242) has new, IDF-issue web gear 
and can provide padded UZI slings for 
$12 and IDF combat suspenders, pis¬ 
tol belt and two UZI magazine 
pouches, which hold five magazines 
each, for only $65; complete. 

AP Ammo Ban 

On 28 August 1986 the president 
signed Public Law 99-408 (100 Stat. 
920), which regulates the manufac¬ 
ture, importation and sale of armor¬ 
piercing ammunition. This act defines 
the term “armor-piercing ammuni¬ 
tion” as “a projectile or projectile core 
which may be used in a handgun and 
which is constructed entirely (exclud¬ 
ing the presence of traces of other sub¬ 
stances) from one or a combination of 
tungsten alloys, steel, iron, brass, 
bronze, beryllium copper or depleted 
uranium.” It does not include steel 
shotgun pellets or projectiles deter¬ 
mined to be primarily intended for 
sporting or industrial purposes. No one 
except licensed manufacturers and im¬ 
porters of armor-piercing ammunition 
may manufacture, import, sell or deliv¬ 
er armor-piercing ammunition. 

Note, however, the expression 
“which may be used in a handgun,” 
and that there is no reference to the 
possession or firing of such ammuni¬ 
tion. Pursuant to the act, the BATF has 
published an initial list of projectiles 
considered to be armor piercing. They 
include KTW; ARCANE; THV; Czech- 
or German-manufactured 9mm Para- 
bellum ammunition with an iron or 
steel core; MSC .25 ACP ammunition; 
Black Steel Armor or Metal Piercing 
ammunition as manufactured by 
National Cartridge, Atlanta, Georgia; 
and 7.62x51mm NATO AP and SLAP 
(these latter two because some goon 
apparently produces a handgun in that 
caliber). 
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As there is no recorded instance of a 
police officer ever having been shot 
with armor-piercing ammunition, this 
is no more nor less than further erosion 
of our Second Amendment rights with¬ 
out justification. 

Dangerous 9mm Ammo 

I destroyed the barrel on my Sterling 
submachine gun the other day. As I’ve 
been preaching against the use of 
cheap military surplus ammo for years, 
it couldn’t have happened to a more 
deserving person. Headstamped 
“H (broad arrowJN IIZ 9MM 44,” the 
World War II British 9mm ball ammo I 
used is by now worth no more than its 
weight in scrap brass and is quite a bit 
more dangerous. 

Unlocked, blowback submachine 
guns must be fed with reliable 
ammunition. If the propellent charge 
has gone sour, ignition of the primer 
may provide just enough force to drive 
the bullet into the bore but not out the 
muzzle. Recoiling forces will shove the 
bolt rearward far enough to pass the 
magazine well and return in counter¬ 
recoil to strip another round out of the 
magazine. Firing the second cartridge 
by means of advanced primer ignition 
will result in at least a bulged barrel and 
possibly more extensive damage to the 
bolt face, receiver and/or shooter. If a 
projectile lodges in the bore of a gas- 
operated weapon (to the rear of the 


barrel’s gas vent), no damage will 
occur, unless you’re dumb enough to 
manually jack another round into the 
chamber. 

There’s a lot of 9mm garbage out 
there. Italian ball (headstamped “M38 
9”) has oversize case diameters by as 
much as .005 of an inch and won’t even 
chamber in the closed-bolt Heckler & 
Koch MP5. Imagine what chamber 
pressures it develops when it’s crushed 
home by the heavy bolt of an open-bolt 
burp gun. Spanish ball (headstamped 
“PS 1952”) has consistently over-length 
cases. Some I have examined are 
dimensionally equivalent to 9mm Berg- 
mann-Bayard (9x23mm). If you stuff it 
into the magazine, it will fire out of bat¬ 
tery every time. 

Stay away from all this trash 
ammunition no matter how attractive 
the price. ^ 


KILLING GROUND 

Continued from page 51 

party was not yet far enough along it to 
deploy the sentries. The demolition team 
came up the bank and jogged off toward the 
bridge. Luck was with us; that night it was 
undefended. 

Quickly, the demolition team set about its 
work. They went back down the bank and 


into the water, which was much deeper 
here, with a firm current sweeping under the 
bridge. The charges were handed down to 
them and they swam out to the bridge sup¬ 
ports and climbed up. Tins of plastic explo¬ 
sive were attached everywhere. 

It was a difficult task but soon accom¬ 
plished. The team swam back to the bank 
and clambered out. Once back on the road 
they made a hasty retreat to a safe point — 
still alarmingly close to the bridge. 

Everyone was tense; a PAVN patrol 
could arrive at any second. A call went out 
to take cover and lie down. There was a 
three-second countdown, and the detonat¬ 
ing plunger was activated. Silence, nothing 
happened. The plunger was tried a second 
time, still nothing. Two men doubled for¬ 
ward and vanished into the darkness. What 
seemed like several minutes passed before 
they came running back out of the darkness 
and threw themselves down. Again the 
three-second count before the plunger was 
activated, and again nothing but silence. 

Then, just as Commander Khem 
Sophoan stood up to go and have a look 
himself, there was a bright orange flash and 
a terrific explosion as flames shot up into the 
night, lighting up all the men lying huddled 
along the bank. Large bits of timber and 
masonry began to rain down, splashing into 
the water and bouncing off the road all 
around us. Mission accomplished, we 
jumped up and started our withdrawal. 

As we did so the diversionary attacks 
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Cut-em Down! 


started. The attack on the PAVN company 
position at Sala Krao, only a kilometer from 
us, was clearly visible. Tracers flashed to 
and from the PAVN base amid the explo¬ 
sions of many RPG rockets banging and 
thumping away. The diversionary attacks 
could only be brief, however, and we had to 
make as much ground away from the bridge 
as fast as possible before the PAVN was 
able to mount a follow-up operation. 

The raiding party kept moving nonstop 
for the next seven hours before reaching a 
point where it was possible to catch two 
hours’ sleep and to eat some rice before 
moving again. The mission had been suc¬ 
cessful and was typical of the type of opera¬ 
tion mounted by the KPNLF in its new 
mobile guerrilla role. 

On the return march the KPNLF column 
encountered a unit of the Khmer Rouge. 
The meeting was amicable, if not entirely 
relaxed. At one time there were often armed 
clashes between the communist and 
non-communist guerrilla forces, but these 
now appear to be less frequent (and usually 
due to the belligerence of individual com¬ 
manders if they occur at all). 

All three members of the tripartite mili¬ 
tary alliance of the CGDK rely on arms from 
China. There is also a limited amount of aid 
from the members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and 
Western countries, but most of this is re¬ 
stricted to the non-communist factions and 
is mostly of a humanitarian nature. 


Cooperation among the CGDK members 
has improved to such a degree that they have 
even been able to mount joint military op¬ 
erations, some even of fairly large scale, 
such as the attack on the provincial capital 
town of Batdambang in April of 1986 — as 
a direct result of which Soviet advisers serv¬ 
ing with PAVN in Batdambang withdrew to 
Phnom Penh, the capital of Cambodia. 

During the next dry season Colonel Prak 
Sen of the ANS, an ex-regular officer in the 
Cambodian Royal Army, set off with a col¬ 
umn of men to resupply the ANS 2nd Bri¬ 
gade, which had penetrated deep into Cam¬ 
bodia to the Tonle Sap, the large lake which 
dominates the central part of the country. It 
was this column that was ambushed by the 
Vietnamese while crossing the National 6 
Highway. 

Not long after setting out from the Dong 
Rak escarpment on the Thai/Cambodian 
border, the column encountered what at first 
was thought to be a Heng Samrin govern¬ 
ment patrol. Happily, before any shooting 
started they realized it was not an army 
patrol but a group of seven deserters from 
the army. 

Morale in the conscript Heng Samrin 
army is thought to be very low and deser¬ 
tions are not at all unusual. The Vietnamese 
do mount some joint operations with them 
but mostly restrict the role of Heng Samrin 
forces to that of static defense around fairly 
secure points. 

The ANS closely questioned the deserters 
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to establish whether they were genuine. 
Having satisfied themselves that they were, 
the seven young men were allowed to join 
the ANS column and were very soon assimi¬ 
lated into its ranks, supplied with new 
camouflage uniforms and even trusted with 
weapons. 

After a week of marching, in terrain now 
devoid of all water except at a few points, 
we reached the remains of a temple dating 
back to the height of the Khmer empire, 
more than a thousand years ago. Even then 
the Khmer feared invasion by the en¬ 
croaching Vietnamese; a thousand years lat¬ 
er, the age-worn walls of the temple were 
witness to just such an invasion. Part of the 
temple had been demolished and Colonel 
Yeoum Phoan of the ANS jungle warfare 
training school claimed that this had been 
done by a unit of Vietnamese soldiers while 
looting it of religious artifacts. Less than 40 
kilometers away was Angkor Wat, the old 
capital of the Khmer empire. 

The ANS column was able to move out 
across open country, winding between Viet¬ 
namese positions until it arrived close to the 
Tonle Sap, within six kilometers of its final 
destination. It was then that the PAVN 
launched a major offensive to stop the sup¬ 
plies getting through and to trap the column. 

In order to escape as the PAVN moved in 
on all sides, the ANS made a series of swift 
moves and sustained some losses in the pro¬ 
cess. While crossing the Boeng Vein, a man 
was drowned. In repeated clashes with 


PAVN reconnaissance patrols, several men 
were wounded. But by maintaining a 
punishing pace, Col. Prak Sen was able to 
extricate his men and bring them to the last 
physical barrier of their retreat north, the 
crossing of the National 6 Highway. 

After the ambush the column re-formed 
and kept up the pace of the march. Several 
days and nights of fast, long marches fol¬ 
lowed before we were able to rest with any 
security. This we finally achieved on the 
banks of a river where fish were caught in 
abundance. 

The column had not had to abandon the 
supplies in the course of evading the PAVN, 
and the goal of delivering them to the 2nd 
Brigade had by no means been abandoned. 
A base camp was established and we waited 
for the commander of the 2nd Brigade, 
Colonel Krouch Yeoum, to arrive with men 
to collect the supplies. This took some time 
to achieve, but in the end Col. Krouch 
Yeoum did arrive. He also brought some 
wounded to be evacuated, men who had 
been injured by the most effective weapon 
of the PAVN in the war being conducted in 
the forests of Cambodia — mines. These 
men were lucky: They had only lost part of 
their legs. Some of the new Soviet mines 
being laid will blow off both legs and are 
usually fatal. 

There was a small gift for Col. Krouch 
Yeoum — a pipe. His last one had been lost 
during a clash with PAVN. It was soon lit, 
and he stood looking very content smoking. 
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Perhaps that feeling of contentment also had 
a lot to do with knowing that the pipe had 
arrived together with 100 RPG rockets, 
25,000 rounds of small arms ammunition, 
50 mines and 168 10-kilo bags of rice and 
medical supplies, all of which were urgently 
needed by his men. 

The supplies handed over, the two units 
parted. I headed north again for the last part 
of my journey. It was not very far to the 
Dong Rak escarpment on the Thai/Cambo¬ 
dian border, but it was very hazardous due 
both to the profusion of mines and the many 
PAVN patrols. 

I was very surprised to see a young 
woman with a four-month-old baby in the 
column. Her name was Phung Sophan. She 
had been married to a member of the Khmer 
Rouge who divorced her. Shortly after that 
the Vietnamese arrived in the village where 
she was living and confiscated all her pos¬ 
sessions for being the wife of a resistance 
member. They threatened to return and 
arrest her, which prompted her flight. 
Luckily, she met men from a KPNLF unit 
who were joining the ANS unit on its march 
north and they agreed to look after her. She 
was desperate to join a sister now living in a 
refugee camp in Thailand. On the march, 
soldiers took turns distracting the baby in 
order to keep it from crying and drawing 
PAVN patrols to our position. 

The events I had witnessed were typical 
of the escalating war now being conducted 
in Cambodia. The conflict is not only a war 
of two seasons, the rainy and the dry, but 
also a war of two fronts, the border and the 
internal. 

Of these two fronts both CGDK guerrilla 
forces and the PAVN realize that it is the 
latter — the internal front — that is all- 
important. The guerrillas seek to infiltrate to 
ever greater depth and to expand the sphere 
of their influence, while die Vietnamese 
plan to seek and destroy those forces before 
they are able to establish any solid infra¬ 
structure of support among the local popula¬ 
tion. Indeed, General L Due Hnh, the com¬ 
mander of Vietnamese forces in Cambodia, 
has said, “The place to build, consolidate 
and develop the people’s right to mastery in 
order to defeat the enemies’ schemes of 
controlling the population, carrying out 
sabotage operations and conducting rebel¬ 
lious and subversive activities is inland. A 
firm inland front will generate strength for 
the revolution in all respects and thwart all 
enemy schemes.” 

This statement could apply equally well 
to both the guerrilla forces of the CGDK or 
the regular forces of the PAVN. Neither 
side can afford to lose the struggle for con¬ 
trol of the inland front. It is a place of 
sudden, frequent and bloody firefights 
fought at close range; where the closed, 
green world of the deep forest echoes and 
distorts the reports of assault rifles, RPD 
machine guns, M79 grenade launchers and 
RPG rockets. 

At close range these vicious firefights sound 
like the approach of Armageddon, and farther 
off like a roll of distant thunder. ^ 


BORDER LEGEND 

Continued from page 37 

was setting in the west, giving the Pacific 
Ocean a golden, sparkling, liquid-diamond 
appearance. To the south, the thousands of 
lights of Tijuana twinkled in the distance, 
made all the more brilliant by the black of 
night. 

4 ‘You stand here and think you’re in Aca¬ 
pulco, or Hawaii, or some other exotic trop¬ 
ical paradise,” Stevens said. 4 ‘From the top 
of these mesas, it’s beautiful. We see some 
of the most spectacular sunsets in the coun¬ 
try, right here. Under the cover of darkness, 
Tijuana looks beautiful, with all of its faults 
masked by darkness. 

‘ ‘It’s just hard to believe that the crudest 
form of human conduct is played out nightly 
in an area as beautiful as this. The contrasts 
are startling. 

“Where else in the world do you have 
such beauty and such barbarity?” 

Stevens buckled his web gear and re¬ 
turned to his unit. He descended from the 
beautiful panorama on top of the mesa into 
the bowels of the war zone — into Hell, as 
some Border Crime Prevention Unit offi¬ 
cers have described the Otay River Bottom 
area. 

In isolated sections along the river bot¬ 
tom, a mile north of the border, bandits 
wearing camouflage fatigues have random¬ 
ly attacked illegal aliens in some of the most 
vicious assaults in recent memory. Besides 
assaulting, robbing and raping illegal 
aliens, these bandits, who were suspected 
members of street gangs in San Diego or 
Los Angeles, were slashing women’s geni¬ 
talia, often injuring them so severely they 
were left incapable of having children. 

On that night there was no contact with 
bandits. 

For Stevens there are parallels between 
working on the Border Crime Prevention 
Units and doing reconnaissance patrols in 
South Vietnam. 

“There are some similarities,” he said. 
“We’re trying to help protect people from 
other violent people. During my second tour 
in ’Nam, which was the tour I enjoyed best, 
I ran recon. In ’Nam — and here — we had 
to be on guard at all times because you never 
knew when you’d be hit.” 

Stevens’ first tour of duty in South Viet¬ 
nam was during 1965 with the 173rd Air¬ 
borne Brigade in the Iron Triangle and Bien 
Hoa. In 1967, his favorite tour, he was an 
adviser to the Vietnamese Rangers in the 
Mekong Delta, Can To and Phu Loi. 

* ‘I loved that tour because I lived with the 
Vietnamese,” he said. “We got to see how 
the other half lived. We learned what our 
counterparts were up against in their vil¬ 
lages, as well as in the field.” 

In 1970, in his third tour in Vietnam, he 
was assigned to the National Police as an 
adviser in Phy Quang near Saigon. That 
hitch ended abruptly when a convoy he was 
in was ambushed. He was medevacked with 
a serious leg injury. The driver of the truck 
he was riding in was killed instantly. 
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“I was lucky on that one,” he said. “I 
only got shot in the leg.” 

Stevens received three Vietnamese 
Crosses of Gallantry and one Purple Heart. 

“I think I’m real lucky because I was able 
to apply my 11-B [light weapons infantry¬ 
man] skills to my work stateside,” Stevens 
said. “I’m proud of being a Border Patrol 
agent because we’re protecting illegals from 
bandits while defending our borders. 

‘Tin going to patrol the canyons as long 
as the Lord will allow me.” ^ 


GURKHAS 

Continued from page 45 

To cap off the limited war phase, the Bri¬ 
gade Headquarters, constituted as Gurkha 
Field Force, may exercise a multi-battalion 
force in a limited war scenario, such as 
repulsion of a conventional incursion into 
an area of Hong Kong. 

The result is a well-rounded force capable 
of meeting contingencies ranging from in¬ 
ternal security duties to mid-intensity war¬ 
fare. As if to make the point, 1/7 GR was 
one of the units committed when Britain’s 
strategic reserve was needed in the battle to 
retake the Falklands in the summer of 1982. 
By all accounts it performed well. Far from 
being a quaint anachronism, the Gurkhas 
epitomize the manner in which a well- 
designed and well-run regimental system 
can greatly increase the effectiveness and 
capabilities of a military body. 

Force for the Present 

Spending time with a unit such as 10 GR 
is a unique experience for one who has been 
schooled in the American military system. 
While the number of battalions may vary, 
the regiment always exists. Its headquarters 
is constantly staffed by personnel drawn 
from its constituent battalions and thus has a 
continuing atmosphere of a reunion. 



The Regimental Flag and Drums with Battle 
Honors of the 10th Princess Mary’s Own 
Gurkha Rifles. Photo: Tom Marks 


Having normally come in and out of the 
regiment for his entire career, the com¬ 
mander knows his officers and men well. 
Queen’s Gurkha Officers, of course, remain 
constantly in the unit, while British Gurkha 
Officers are coming and going but always 
return to their regiment. The regimental 
commander attempts to guide the careers of 
his officers and seeks appropriate postings 
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for their career-broadening tours. 

“It is in our interests to get young officers 
off so that they can keep us up to date on 
tactics and doctrine,” 10 GR’s regimental 
commander. Lieutenant Colonel C.T. New¬ 
ton Dunn, observed. “It’s of benefit to them 
and of benefit to us. For example, I am now 
sending a young officer to be an instructor at 
the School of Infantry. When he returns 
he’ll be able to give us the benefit of his 
experience.” 

British Gurkha Officers themselves 
choose the regiment either upon graduation 
from Sandhurst or later when openings 
appear. They are expected in their first years 
with the regiment to learn its traditions and 
customs, the basics of leadership and mili¬ 
tary proficiency, and the ins and outs of 
their Gurkha charges, to include the Gur- 
khali language. To assist them are the 
QGOs who form the hard core of experience 
and know the functioning of their units. 
They fall into just three ranks: lieutenant 
(QGO), captain (QGQ) and major (QGO). 
Each battalion has but a single major 
(QGO). He is the commander’s adviser on 
all Gurkha matters and exercises well-nigh 
supreme power over the Gurkha troops and 
QGOs. Each officer, in turn, whether a 
QGO or British Gurkha Officer, is assigned 
on six-month rotation an orderly who per¬ 
forms those functions the U.S. Army nor¬ 
mally associates with the platoon or com¬ 
pany commander’s RTO (radio-telephone 
operator). He is not a servant but an assis¬ 
tant who takes care of many mundane mat¬ 
ters while the officer goes about his own 
tasks. For the British Gurkha Officers, the 
orderly is often invaluable in learning and 
remaining proficient in Gurkhali. 

Gurkha soldiers normally remain with the 
same regiment throughout their service. It is 
home. Soldiers serve 15 years and then 
leave with pensions. Those who make the 
rank of sergeant or warrant officer may 
serve up to 22 years; QGOs may serve 
longer. 

New recruits are as young as 17. The 
enormous number of applicants who vie for 
the limited openings ensures that only a high 
caliber of individual is selected. Initial 
screening in Nepal is carried out by ex- 
Gurkha servicemen who make certain that 
prospective recruits are up to regimental 
standards. Virtually none of those who are 
finally picked and flown to Hong Kong for 
training drop out. Those who stagger, 
usually for reasons of illness or language 
difficulties, are in most cases recycled. 

Nepal has changed considerably over the 
years, and the encroachment of modernization 
has affected even the most distant clans. In 
particular, the average recruit is much better 
educated than just a decade ago. 

“The boys who come now are not like 
us, ” a QGO stated in an after-dinner discus¬ 
sion one evening. “They have education, 
are more worldly. Sometimes we get a prob¬ 
lem with them, because they try to take 
advantage. But nothing has changed all that 
much. We get good soldiers.” 

After swearing allegiance and becoming 
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full-fledged members of the regiment, new 
Gurkhas are assigned to a nine-man section, 
the British equivalent of a squad. Battalion 
structure is similar to the American. Three 
sections and a headquarters comprise a pla¬ 
toon; three platoons and a headquarters 
make a company. A battalion, though, has 
four rifle companies in addition to the Sup¬ 
port Company and Headquarters Company. 
In an interesting variation, the Regimental 
Band—bagpipes and drums—doubles as a 
machine-gun unit. 

Weaponry is appropriate to light infantry 
missions. The Gurkhas are in the process of 
phasing in the new British 5.56mm rifle, the 
SA-80, and its companion machine gun, the 
Light Support Weapon (LSW). A test com¬ 
pany is determining how to make best use of 
these, and is now dividing each section into 
two fire teams, each with three SA-80s and 
an LSW. It is planned that the band will 
keep the 7.62mm machine gun for sustained 
fire roles. Interestingly, there is no grenade 
launching capability, though the M79 gre¬ 
nade launcher is available for special mis¬ 
sions. To beef up firepower, each platoon is 
equipped with 51mm light mortars; 81mm 
mortars are fielded by the Support Com¬ 
pany. 

It is not the weapons, however, that are 
crucial. It is the regimental structure that 
creates a much more cohesive unit than is 
possible under the American system of indi¬ 
vidual replacement. Being a Gurkha in the 
British Army increases the bonds. The 
troops stick together not only for reasons of 
race and language but also because most are 
tucking away as much money as they can for 
retirement and do not seem to fritter away 
their pay in typical soldier’s fashion. On 
their savings and pensions they can lead a 
fairly comfortable life in Nepal. Though 
they are by no means hermits and are known 
to enjoy a party as much as the next man, it 
is noteworthy that many Gurkhas, judging 
from training notes I examined, volunteer 
for group adventure training during block 
leave. Similarly, sports of all sorts are fa¬ 
vored off-duty pastimes. Gurkha runners 
have achieved considerable success in both 
British military and Hong Kong open com¬ 
petitions. One set of statistics, which com¬ 
pared 2/2 GR to a battalion of the British 
Army on the Rhine (BAOR), even found 
that only 11 percent of the Gurkhas smoke,' 
as compared to nearly 77 percent of the 
British unit. Cost was given as a major 
reason for the Gurkha abstinence. 

Lest they appear immune to vices, it 
should be interjected that Gurkha soldiers 
are only human. In classic soldierly fashion, 
one private I questioned said he hated the 
army because “it is like a prison. * * Others in 
both Nepal and Hong Kong complained 
about inadequate pay. The soldiers are 
keenly aware of relative purchasing power, 
and all enjoy the higher rates they earn while 
stationed in Britain. Still, while Gurkha pay 
is, indeed, about half that received by a 
British soldier, most troops did not find it a 
major problem. Pay is received free and 
clear. Everything, from food to uniforms to 



Shoots 68 Cal. Paint Ball 
Overall Length 12%” 

Barrel 63/4” 

Velocity 280 fps 

(may vary on the climate) 

Ten Ball Magazine 
Rapid Fire Pump Action 

Brass Upper and 
Lower Barrel and Caps 

Finish in Black Oxidized 

Comes with Pistol Grip and 
Rifle Stock 


Guaranteed 

lowest 

price 

on 

paint 

pellets! 


WAR GAMES AIR GUN SUPPLY 

3876 Midhurst Lake - Mississauga, Ontario L4Z 1C7 - (416) 848-4844 

Dealers and Distributors Inquiries Welcome 



As of November 
15,1986, a New 
Law Allows You to 
Buy Ammo Direct 
from TOLL FREE 
AMMO Without 
Record Keeping! 


DON’T PAY RETAIL 

• SAVE 15% TO 50% ON ALL ORDERS 

• NO MINIMUM QUANTITY — NO ORDER TOO SMALL 

• ALL CALIBERS OFFERED • QUANTITY DISCOUNTS 

• DISCOUNTS TO CLUBS, ORGANIZATIONS AND RANGES 
• MANUFACTURED NEW AND RELOADED AMMO 
• BRASS TRADE IN (CALL FOR DETAILS) 

• EVERY ORDER 100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

Call Toll Free 

1-800-832-2666 

Just Remember 1 - 800 -TFA-AM MO 
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WANTED: AUTHORS FOR SOF ADVENTURE BOOKS 

Action Novels Needed On: 

• Vietnam • Special Operations 

• FOWs & MIAs • Mercenary Actions 

• Counterterrorism • Related Action Subjects 

Submitted manuscripts must be fiction, must be exciting reading, must be 
70,000-125,000 words In length, must be technically accurate, and must 
project an authentic, “you are there*’ feel. Series potential is desirable. All 
submissions receive an initial editorial review within 60 days of receipt 
Address queries and submissions (Including return postage) to: 

SOF ADVENTURE BOOKS • P.O. Box 693 • Boulder, CO 80306 
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For Camouflage or Black NINJA 

models add $3.00 each gun.^-'' 
Regular Range 1- or 2-piece / . 

Models in Feet “take-downs' . r* 1 
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8 ft. 450' 22.95 £ 

9 ft 550' 24.95 ^ 

_ Add $1.95 postage i 
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NEW 6 FT. “4 INI” TAKE-DOWN BLOWGUN 

Survival-Hunting “Commando” 
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' wood! NOT A TOY! Rugged aluminum^ - 
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1. Rear sight 2. Cylinder 

3. Safety catch 4. Barrel 

5. Front sight 6. Stock 

7. Pull rod 8. Lock plate 

9. Side-lever 10. Trigger 


Extra 

LEAD PELLETS. . . ^OrdorNo.ACGMM # ^ JOOOMLIITS 


200 Pollott p or box 

10 box** por carton PER C 

Ordor No. AC-C42&3 CTN. * 


* *4.00 Postag* & Handling Par Air Rifla *S1.50 Postage & Handling Per Carton of Pellets 

MIDWEST SPORT DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

Lucky Street, Box 129 F , Fayette, Mo. 65248 56 F .p„g B 
VISA-M.C.-AM EXP. & C.O.D. JTorL 

TOLL-FREE (M-F, 8 am - 5 pm) (After 5 & Weekends) 

24-Hours ORDERS ONLY 1-800-248-5128 or 1-800-227-1617 Ext. 601 


JUST ARRIVED 
NEW CHINESE PELLET RIFLE 
Model TS-45 Magnum 
Order No. TS-45-1 


Single Pump Side Lever Action »Adult type *300 Yard Range 
•.177 Cal. Lead Air Gun Pellet *800 FPS ‘Break-Open Type, Spring 
Action Air Rifle ‘Hardwood Stock ‘Rifled Barrel ‘Adjustable Sights 
(Front & Back) ‘All Metal Part Blue 


Order No. TS-45-1 

$42.95 


transportation home on tri-annual leave, is 
paid for by the army. Furthermore, in 
Nepalese terms, Gurkha salaries are prince¬ 
ly. As is often noted — accurately — the 
average British Gurkha rifleman makes 
more per month than the Prime Minister of 
Nepal. 

This, of course, means nothing to a soldier 
attempting to afford a bar girl in Wanchai or a 
stereo purchased at the China Fleet Club. But 
such diversions, as most Gurkhas will readily 
volunteer, have never been what being a Gur¬ 
kha is all about. They are bound to intrude 
increasingly as individuals no longer see travel 
and duty in quite the same light as th4r prede¬ 
cessors. Regardless, for the moment, such 
individuals are clearly a very small minority. 
To most who join, the rewards are ample—a 
chance to serve, to see the world and share 
adventure, and to leave honorably with an 
income guaranteeing a measure of security in 
Nepal. 

“I’m very impressed with the Gurkhas, ’’ 
observed 10 GR’s training officer, a mem¬ 
ber of the Royal Anglian Regiment on 
secondment. “They are thoroughly and 
utterly professional. You join because you 
want to be a soldier.” 

Professionalism is indeed what the Gur¬ 
khas are all about. It is because they are. so 
good at their profession that Britain goes to 
extreme lengths to keep them in its service. 
Searching for a single incident that lays out 
the Gurkha approach, the essence of their 
particular concept of service which makes 
them so successful at the profession of 
arms, I recall a conversation with 27-year- 
old Corporal Narrain Kumar Limbu. As we 
stood that dark night on the China border 
and chatted, I asked him why he had en¬ 
listed. A Gurkha for nine years, he 
answered, “I like to visit in all countries.” 

That much I had heard before. I probed a 
bit more. As a soldier, he would probably 
get to do a great deal of traveling, but wasn’t 
there the possibility that a war might rudely 
interrupt his itinerary? Did he ever worry 
about fighting? Came the answer, softly, 
yet quick as a flash, the Gurkha philosophy 
of soldiering in a nutshell — “No worry. If 
get any chance to fight, worry. But no worry 
now.” ^ 


IN REVIEW 

Continued from page 23 

Division of the Florida Department of 
Military Affairs, breathes such life into 
his narrative that even non-buffs 
should enjoy this century-spanning 
saga. 

If you have an affection for, or have 
ties to, Florida’s citizen-soldier heritage, 
you’ll be interested in Florida’s Army. 
Even if you hail from one of the other 49 
states, you’ll find that a history of the 
evolution of the militia and guard in one 
state yields valuable insight into a far 
broader spectrum of America’s military 
— and democratic — heritage. ^ 
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DISAPPEAR 


HOW TO DISAPPEAR 
COMPLETELY 
AND NEVER BE FOUND 
by Doug Richmond 


SEMI-AUTOMATIC E 8be* 

Rapid firing 
model of lf>e 

*“ weapon 

future Comes 
with 8-shot 
magazine and 
detachable 
telescope 

Ml style Sight 

PELLET FIRING TARGET PISTOLS 
FREE: TARGETS & 50 REUSEABLE PELLETS 

Send me the 100% super tough plastic pellet-tmng weaponis) checked 
below along with FREE targets & 50 reusable plastic pellets Enclosed is 
S4 95 ♦ 95C tor postage 4 handling for each weapon I'm ordering 
(Mich res add sales tax ) If not satisfied you 11 refund my money , 
i J INGRAM M-11 SEMI-AUTOMATIC | | "TARGET MAGNUM" ■‘il.YTlJt.VR 
I |44 MAGNUM 180 SEMI-AUTOMATIC ( LASER SEMI-AUTOMATIC 


Heavy-duty disappearing techniques for 
those with a "need to know!" This book tells 
you how to pull off a disappearance, and 
how to stay free and never be found. It 
analyzes all the ways you could be found by 
whoever might be looking for you — and 
tells you how to evade their pursuit. It also 
tells how to plan for a disappearance, how to 
arrange for new identification, how to get a 
job, establishing credit, finding a place to 
live, and even how to stage a “Pseudocide” 
to make your pursuers think you are dead! 


GyAJbU-JTEEO DISTRIBUTORS, D*ji. 269ALB5 
County -Road BB7, njrttord. Michigan- 49057 


Our curricula are based on extensive research 
into smallarms conflict, both In the past and 
as now occurring. We teach what happens. 

Our student-teacher ratio is three-to-one on 
the range and one-to-one in tactical simulation. 

We are a complete private smallarms training 
facility, encompassing over twenty firing 
ranges and indoor/outdoor tactical simulators, 
plus gunsmithing services on the premises. 

We also provide off-campus and customized 
courses for military, government, law enforce¬ 
ment and private audiences, anywhere in 
the free world. 

WE ARE “THE FIRST WITH THE MOST ” 


For more information about courses 
and current scheduling, write: 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
-j P.O. BOX 401-S 

v PAULDEN, ARIZONA 86334 


• Unique skeletal monoblock blade/handle design 
allows for a rugged, full size knife that is light to carry. 

• Trap door handle contains a lithium powered 
flashlight that is waterproof to 300 ft. and has a 10 
year shelf life. 

• Revolutionary exposed blade, quick-draw sheath 
allows instant knife release with its ambidextrous latch. 

• Sheath’s Survival Module contains a precision 
compass, instant fire starter, reel fishing system, 
animal snare, and signaling mirror. 

#T6300 WILDERNESS EDGE 

SILVER BLADE.$126.85 » 

KT6300B WILDERNESS EDGE 

BLACK BLADE.$139.95 


All merchandise guaranteed by Manufacturer. 

Visa/MasterCard accepted. Orders paid with Money Order or Credit 
Card sent immediately. Personal check orders held 3 weeks. 


Send order to: Mil CORP. DEPT. A 
P.O. Box 480329 Los Angeles, CA 90048 
213-933-5924. Toll free outside Calif. 1-800-247-6163 
R a M-udn 11 ED tor ahppmc and hare 


JEFF COOPER'S 


AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 


••• THE CRISIS MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS ••• 

Take the initiative and dominate your envi¬ 
ronment. Train with the professionals at 
API. Learn modern weaponcraft: practical 
shooting, skillful gunhandling, mental con¬ 
ditioning and applicable tactics with Jeff 
Cooper and the incomparable API staff. 

Consider the API Advantage: 

• We originated and have continuously evolved 
modern smallarms techniques. 

• We offer courses in rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
(machine pistol by departmental arrangement) 
for every level—introductory, refresher, 
remedial, Intermediate, and advanced. 


TIMBERSHEPHERD™ 

As featured In SWAT Magazine, Nov. ’83, 
Survival Guide Magazine, Aug. ’84, 
American Survival Guide Magazine, Feb. '87. 


“THE ULTIMATE K-9” 

• HOME&FAMILY PROTECTION 

• POLICE PATROL 

• SCOUTING & TRACKING 

• EXPLOSIVE DETECTION 

All trainers Dept, of Defense Certified. 
Pups & professional training available. 

FULL HEALTH, TEMPERAMENT, & 
HIP GUARANTEES 

SHIPPING AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE 
n Bred solely by ”... 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-7C, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 (24-hour) 
- SEND $3.00 U. S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE - 


Also included are cases histories, how to 
avoid leaving a paper trail, how to make it 
appear you have left the country, and much 
more! Everything you need to know about 

How To Disappear Completely And Never 
Be Found is in this amazing new book! 

1986, 5Vi x 8Vi, 107 pp, soft cover. $13.00 
postpaid. 


Loompanics Unlimited PO Box 1197 £ 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 g 

Please rush copies of HOW TOW 

DISAPPEAR to me at the following address. 

I have enclosed $13.00 per copy which 
includes shipping and handling. 


City/State/Zip , 


JIMMY LILE 


“The 

Arkansas 

Knifesmith” 


“Imitated 

but 

unequaled” 


Designer & Maker 
of the survival 
knives for the 
movies. “First Blood" 
& “Rambo" 


Rt 6 Box 27 Russellville, AR 72801 (501) 968-2011 
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ANTI-TE llRORISM: 

WEAPONS & TACTICS 

Transports you into terrorist scenarios 
where quick wit and a ready weapon pay 
off— in keeping you alive! See exciting 
hostage releases, using live ammunition, 
plastic explosives and daring room-entry 
tactics. Includes special weapons and 
ammunition demonstrations and essential 
tips that could save your life! Filmed on 
location at Delta Fire Arms, Ltd. U.K. 


INTRODUCTORY PRICE 
Includes 10-Day FREE Trial 
Money-Back Guarantee 


$38 

VHS or BETA 


Plus $3.00 Postage. 

Add 6% Sales Tax in CA. 4 to 6 weeks delivery. 
Mail Check, Money Order to: 

New & Unique Videos 2336 Sumac Drive 
San Diego, CA 92105 

Z 1-619-282-6126 & 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 

Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible*'’ to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy,. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT —and MORE! 

Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 

EDEN PRESS l _ _ _ _ 

11623 Slater “C”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please odd | 
Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.*" 
(California residents please add 6% sales tax.j | 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. I 
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NIGHT VISION SIGHT 

AN/PVS-3 Hyper-Mini 

FEATURES 

• Range 300 to 400 Meters 

• Automatic brightness control 

• Focus — 4 Ft. to infinity 

• Weight — 3 Lbs. complete 
(smallest of the military scopes) 

• 18mm Image Intensifier 
Excellent Condition 


SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH 

• Night Vision Sight 

• Daylight Filter 

• Combat Eye Guard 
•AR 15/M 16 & M14/M1A 

Adapt. Bracket 

• Manual • Battery 

• Carrying Case 

$1,695.00 (Plus $15.00 UPS) 

Night Vision Equipment Specialists 
Send $3.00 for our illustrated catalog 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box 266, Emmaus, PA 18049 
(215) 791-5710 


FOR SOMEONE WHO 
HAS EVERYTHING! 


r 

a 4-1.00 POSTAGE 


FOR THE MAH WHOHAS 
EVEHYTHIKG 
AND WANTS 10 KEEP IT 


AN ORIGINAL TYPE 
WORLD WAR n U.S. ISSUE 


IVI228 GRENADE 


— WITHOUT THE BOOM - 


Different Printed Label Sayings 
-30 Are Sent With EACH Grenade. 
SOME EXAMPLES OF THE SAYINGS YOU WILL GET: 

• Car Problems? The Final Solution! 

• Take This And My Wile, Please! 

• Hey Boss.Bile This! 

A GREAT GIFT IDEA! M0UNTE0 ON WALNUT BASE - 
Suitable For Any Occasion Or Frame 01 Mind! 

FREE! ILLUSTRATED CATALOG OF UNIQUE MILITARY ITEMS 


163 SMITHTOWN BLVQ.SMITHTOWN.NEW YORK 1178 7 


AMMO DUMP 


HOUND 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtoul the world today, corporations, professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated. 
The ‘’HOUND OOG“ is a wise investment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape detection by the “HOUNO 00G" 

The “HOUND DOG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed tor the sole purpose ol locating hidden transmitters. 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes. The HOUNO DOG" sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden In pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc , 
regardless of their operating frequency. 

The “HOUND DOG" is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc. the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading, The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the “HOUND DOG" oulperforms 
most other units selling lor several times the price. This item 
has been built since 1962. Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 

Meter Calibrate 


16 inches 

SIZE. .1.6x2.4 x8.2 INCHES $ 195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

\ Many limes more powerful than other transmitters. 

■ Transmits up to V» mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble KM - up to 9V battery (not IncL) 


$19.95 


Cali 305-725-1000 or send $195.00 4- $5.00 shipping 
for Hound Dog and $19,95 and $1.00 shipping for 
FM Transmitter to USI Corp. PO Box SF-2052, 
Melbourne, FL 32902 COD's OK. For a catalog of 
transmitters, voice scramblers 8( other specialty items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


SEMI AUTO 22 LR CARBINE 


* ACCURATE 

* 100% MADE IN U.S.A 

* RELIABLE 


Call or write for free brochure. 

Feather Industries, Inc. 

2300 Central Ave., #K, Dept. SOF 
Boulder, CO 80301 
(303) 442-7021 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s 12 95 ^ 

Add $1.05 Hndl. 


Model 

K-99-A 


/ My Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
/ Full tang one piece construction. Leath- 

/er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
IT Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept. BK-7-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


SB BfiLBIEK OF FORTUNE 


JULY a? 



















BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds ‘Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 



Front & Back Protector-$150.00 ppd. 

Detachable Side Panels.$27.50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


New PARA-ORDNANCE M-85 

B FULL-AUTO 

0U can Rock-n-Roll 

:lared a non-firearm 

9.5 mm. non-lethal 
wered, Plastic cased, 
Paint Ball ctg. at 1,200 
R.P.M.. Will empty a 24 md. 
Mag. in 1.2 sec. 

Incredible Performance-used by many mili¬ 
tary & Police Weapons Training Units. M.V. 
i440 F.P.S.-Eff. Rng. 100'-125'-Max. 160'+ 
Target Practice - War Games - Training 


Write or call for Free M-85 Spec. 
Sheet or Send $2.00 for complete 
catalog on all lines 



Command Post.Inc:. 

P.O Box 1500 - Crestview, Fla 32536 
Department SOF 
1-8QO-S33-POST 


Paint Guns — Rifles - Pistols • Machine 
Guns - Custom Guns -Constant Air Conversions 
Paint Balls - C0 2 - Accessories - Everything in 
Paint! 

Air-Soft Guns — The Nation's largest 
selection of Air-Soft Guns & Accessories. 

Replica & Blowback Model Guns 

— Wide Selection. 

Ait Guns — Wide Selection of Rifles & 
Pistols including the unbelievable new Air 
Arms line of Precision Air Guns. 



EQUIPMENT FOR THE PROFESSIONAL 


20 Acres (or more) starting at $6950. with $500. down, 
$98.22/month. Near Beautiful Yellowstone Park and 
National Forests. In the heart of trophy elk, deer, moose, 
antelope and turkey hunting. Blue ribbon trout streams. 
Guaranteed Access. INSURED TITLE AND WARRANTY 
DEED. Your Inspection Welcomed. FREE Color Brochure 


Call Today TOLL FREE: 1-800-252-5263 

Yellowstone Basin Properties 


1119 N. 7th Ave., Dept. SF, P.O. Box 3027 
Bozeman, MT 59772-3027 • |4U6| 5B7-5469 



fUST IN TIME FOR SUMMER 

Choose from 4 T-shirts now available from 
Cloak & Dagger Publications.$10.50 each. 
KGB-The authentic 3 color crest of the KGB 
largely displayed on this shirt. 

CIA - Now available! The 4 color crest of the 
Central Intelligence Agency on a blue ringed 
tee. 

MACVSOG-5 color MACVSOG logo now 
available on a black ringed T-shirt. 

AlR AMERICA- Blue, Red & Black AA crest 
largely displayed on our blue ringed shirt. 

CLOAK & DAGGER PUBLICATIONS 

825-A 25th Street - Ogden, Utah 84401 
Catalog $1.00 or FREE with order 
Add $2.50 shipping & handling 
Order paid with VISA/MC or C.O.D. 

ORDER HOTLINE (801) 399-1202 


HARMON’S SURVIVAL & 

IX COMBAT SUPPLIES 

7655 Park Place - Houston, TX 77087 
(1) (713) 641-4549 

U.S. MILITARY ISSUE CAMOUFLAGE 
FATIGUES. BOOTS, KNIVES, & FIELD GEAR 
SURVIVAL & MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
SPECIAL POLICE EQUIPMENT 
Tiw OVER 250 TITLES OF [TtST 

ametka SURVIVAL TYPE BOOKS 
-a SURVIVAL • MEDICAL 

SELF DEFENSE • VIETNAM 
WEAPONS • SILENCERS 
* 12.00 FUL L AUTO • KNIVES * 149S 

REVENGE • GUERRILLA WARFARE 
(Send for Catalog $1.50 or Free With Purchase) 
CORCORAN JUMP BOOTS, 

CAP TOE, G.I. MILITARY 
BEVELED JUMP HEEL $49.95 
MASTERCARD & VISA accepted 



PREDATOR 9mm Assault Pistol 


Caliber 

Magazine Capacity 
Barrel Length 
Weight . 


9mm Luger 
31 Rounds 
8 5/16" 
.4 lb., 13oz. 


Full Blowback, semi-auto, fires from a closed breech; Bolt type 
magazine catch; Ejection port equipped with automatic trap 
door, opens on first shot; Timmed barrel, with dove-tail mount 

LASER SCOPES $ 595.99 

Model P 786 

Range . 600 Meters 

Length 7 Inches 

Widest point 3 Inches 

Model P 986 

Range... 300 Meters 

Length 9V4 Inches 

Widest Point 1’/« Inches 

Model P1086 

Range 600 Meters 

Length 10VS Inches I 

Widest Point , 1V5 Inches 

All of the listed Laser Scopes weight app. 8 oz., use Lithium 
battery packs and are $695.00 

CHECK VISA MASTERCARD AMERICAN EXPRESS 

API Marketing, Inc. 

1600 Monrovia Ave., Newport Beach, CA 92663 (714) 722-9087 

SOFL7 


Be a DETECTIVE 

llll!i 





Esc 1973 GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 

Rush FREE facts. Show me how I can learn at home to be a Private 
Investigator. No obligation. No salesman will call. 


“For An Education That Works” 


SOLDIER OE FORTUNE A3 


SUPPLY LOCKER 


















































SUPPLY LOCKER 


ARCLIGHT 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
(315) 798-1106 

Gall - We Ship G.O.D. 

Y y Current Issue 

■ A III C. Brand New 
JJ17 KJ O Sm, Med, U, XL 

woodland.....;:*; Pant8 

Black.^S 50 

Desert. J 25 5# ° r 

Tigerstripe..... $ 25 s# flCket8 


Bi 


GERBER 

BMF 

vv/sheath, 
stone & 


/ 


compass a ^ - 

/ Sale 

$ no°o 

Offer 

Good until 
Aug. 1, ’87. 

Include ARCLIGHT Catalog 
S3.50 2310 Portal Rd. S20 ° 

Postufic Uti<jat NY 135Q1 


GET LOST 


HOW TO GET LOST AND 
START ALL OVER AGAIN 
by Gary B. Clark 

This book is for all people who are so 
troubled by financial problems that the only 
solution seems to be to "get lost” from it all. 
The first half of this book deals with the 
financial problems that might makea person 
want to get lost. The other half provides 
information on how to get lost. The reader 
is left with these choices: Deal with the 
problems and overcome them; Get lost on a 
short term basis, then deal with your 
problems; Get lost on a permanent basis and 
start all over again. Other topics covered are: 
How to establish fake identification, a fake 
job history; What you should do if you can’t 
pay your debts; How to get money to Get 
Lost with; Keeping your creditors at bay, so 
you can start all over again, and much more. 

In today's plastic world, it is easy to get in 
over your head — if this happens to you, you 
will need to know HowTo Get Lost And Start 
AH Over Again. 

1986, 5Vj x BVi, 138 pp, BOft cover. $10.95 
postpaid. 


Loompanics Unlimited PO Box 1197 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 

Please rush copies of HOW TO GET LOST 
to me at the following address. I have 
enclosed $10.95 per copy which includes 
shipping and handling. 

Name--- 

Address- 

City/State/Zip--O 


SUCCESSORS 
TO 

NUMRICHl 

ARMS PARTS 
DIVISION 


3RAND NEW CATALOG •BRAND NEW CATALOGl 


As Successors to NUMRICH PARTS DIVISION, 

we are now the World’s Largest Supplier of Gun 

_ Parts! We will con- 

tinue'in NUMRICH 
Jfl , MII Tradition in offering 

I I the New Updated 


| Ifr? J CAWOG Edition Catalog -- 

lists and prices of 
the 250 Million Machine Gun, 
Military, Commercial, Antique, Gun Parts we stock. 

SURFACE FOREIGN-$8.95 U S se nd$A95 
AIRMAILWRITE FOR QUOTE sena H- 


THE GUN PARTS CORPORATION 

BOX SOF-7. WEST HURLEY. NEW YORK 124911 


EXCITING 
1987 CATALOG 

PERSONAL PROTECTION 
fit SECURITY PRODUCTS 

Including: 

■ Laser Gunsights 

■ Counter Surveillance 

■ "Bug" Detectors 

■ Privacy Assurance Devices 

■ Telephone Scramblers 

■ Surveillance Equipment 

■ Body Armor 

■ Tactical Equipment 

■ Tear Gas SC Smoke 

■ Concealable Weapons 

■ Home/Business Security 

■ Emergency Medical 

■ Disaster Preparedness 

■ Night Vision 

SEND $3 FOR OUR LATEST 
CATALOG HOT OFF THE PRESS! 

($5 discount coupon Included with catalog) 

I Executive 
Protection 
Products, Inc. 

1834 First St., Ste. 3 
Napa, CA 94559 

For Visa/MC call (707) 253-7142 


WAR WITH EMPTY HANDS 

SeH-Defense Against Aggression 


by Lenox Cramer 4 

* Former “Elite 5th U.S. Special 
Forces (MACV-SOG) Group” member 

A startling blend of Oriental Martial Arts that 
defeats any other type of empty hand-to-hand 
combat system known, including knife attacks! 
Intended for “Elite” Military/Intelligence Groups 
and civilians, males/females. 8V2X5V2, 200 pp, 
73 photos, illustrated, charts, soft cover. 
$14.95, plus $1.50 shipping. 

Ohio residents add 5V2% sales tax. 
Money-Back Guaranteed if Not Fully Satisfied! 
Catalog $2.00 (free with order). 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 

ALPHA PUBLICATIONS 
P.O. Box 92-SW, Sharon Center, OH 44274 


A $11.95 

SECRETS OF MODERN 
r jm KNIFE FIGHTING 

jp T by David Steele 

8V’x1ir 149 pages, 180 photos. Knife Fighting history, 
techniques, and strategy to insure the personal survival of 
Law Enforcement, Military, and Civilian who must: "GO IN 
HARMS WAY." 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. “Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;’’ NBC News states ... $33.00 




$22.95 

THE 

ANARCHIST 

COOKBOOK 

by William Powell 


The original, once restricted, now available. 


vy? C11 QR 

(pJJL MERCENARY’S 
MANUAL 

vo. ii 

written by Terry Edwards 
^ edited by Robert K. Brown 

This technical book is the condensation of manuals, books, 
interviews, ARTICLES, and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback, 324 pgs., 300 photos & drawings 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., N. HOLLYWOOD, CA 91601 • ATTN. MARY 
(818) 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Prices subject to change • Catalog 52 00 » Orders paid with money order 
or credit card sent immediately, personal check orders heic 4 weeks 
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CLASSIFIED 



#-*- 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be 
received by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover 
date. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature, telephone number and pay¬ 
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send a sample of packet. Cost per insertion 
is $1 per word — $20 minimum. Name, address and 
telephone are to be included in the count. FOR 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word 
each. Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are 
counted as two words. We reserve the right to 
delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classi¬ 
fied, P.O. Box 6$3, Boulder, CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI¬ 
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB¬ 
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST¬ 
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE¬ 
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER¬ 
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


BECOME A GUN DEALER! Professionally prepared firearms 
dealer kit includes official forms, covers licensing, purchasing, 
records — everything! Lists hundreds of top wholesalers! 
GUARANTEED! $4.95. BUSINESS CONSULTANTS, PO Box 
1232-SOF, Uniontown, PA 15401. (118)_ 


FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McUSA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF87-G, Honolu¬ 
lu, HI 96806. (122-KEY) 



Mekong River Yacht Club 
T-SHIRTS 

Full-color design • 100% cotton • MadeinU.S.A. 
S-M-L-XL • $9.95 ea. postage paid 
Check / money order / VISA / MasterCard to: 
PASSPORT INTERNATIONALE, LTD. 

56 Wentworth St., Charleston, SC 29401. 

Toll free orders: 1-800-624-2232, ext. 19 


UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER: over 425 action titles! Many hard- 
to-find bocks. One of the largest selections found anywherel 
Most everything our competitors sell plus much, much more! 
Catalog of eye-opening rare titles $2. ALPHA PUBLICA- 
TIONS, PO Box 92-SF, Sharon Center, OH 44274, (118) 

MICROTRON Technical Surveillance Equipment. CRYSTAL 
TRANSMITTERS, TRACKERS, RECORDERS, NIGHTVIEW- 
ERS and COUNTERMEASURES. Restricted Law Enforce¬ 
ment Catalogue, $25 (refundable). Surveillance device 
schematics portfolio, $50. Surveillance tactics manual $25. 
General catalogue, $2. Send orders: MICROTRON, 42 - 38th 
Street, Wheeling, WV 26003. VISA/MASTERCARD card- 
holders call: (304) 233-8007. (117)_ 





THE ORIGINAL 


INSTRUCTOR BELT 

jrn r- DEVELOPED BY A MOUNTAIN RESCUE 

jtl UK OPERATIONS LEADER AND TACTICAL 
I ROPE INSTRUCTOR 


12" OVERLAY THRU BUCKLE 
FOR ADDED SECURITY 
AND WEAPONS CARRY 
NOWIN USE 
BY TACTICAL ROPE 
AND SWAT 
INSTRUCTORS 


6000 LB. WEBBING 
ADJUSTABLE WAIST 
12" HOOK & LOOP 
BELT END KEEPER 
2500 LB. BUCKLE 
WITH ADDITIONAL SPECIAL 
MATTE BLACK FINISH 

THIS PANTS BELT COULD 
SAVE YOUR LIFE 

EACH BELT TESTED 
& INCLUDES 
INSTRUCTIONS 


SEND MONEY 
ORDER OR CHECK, 

YOUR WAIST SIZE 
ft AND 3.00 SHIPPING TO: 

THE WILDERNESS 
5130 N. 19th AVENUE 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85015 
602-242-4945 allow 2-3 weeks for delivery 

PROFESSIONAL CUSTOM MANUFACTURING 


WW II WAR SOUVENIRSI Includes daggers, swords, hel¬ 
mets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, 
Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (119) _ 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World’s biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra- 
cuse, NY 13208. (132) _ 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, Dl pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13206. (127) _ 

THE INTELUGENCE LIBRARY —Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Bivd., Rushing, NY 
11354. (117-lt) 


UNIQUE 
CATALOG 

New 1987 catalog 
now available! 

This 48-page mail-order 
catalog features quality 
military and security equip¬ 
ment at discount prices. 
Many items in it you will not 
find in any other catalogs! 
Includes U.S., British and Israeli equipment and clothing, 
personal defense products, police equipment, surveillance 
electronics, tear gas/smoke grenades, telephone devices, 
knives, flashlights, optics, military manuals, survival pro¬ 
ducts, genuine military clothing and much more. Discount 
prices, free shipping, unique selection, fast service. This 
48-page catalog is an essential catalog for all SOF read¬ 
ers. Price is $2, deductible from first order. 

ALCAN, INC., P.O. Box 2187, Bellingham, WA 98227 


SECURITY 

& 

MILITARY 


FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG! Get new credit, jobs, 
degrees. Home businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
( 122 )_ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody you 
want. Sharpest tactics revealed. 228-page book, $14.95. 
Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val- 
ley, CA 92728. (122) _ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws, both $4. Police catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. (117) 

GET FOREIGN PASSPORTS. 26 countries analyzed. Legal 
requirements, inside information. Free details. EDEN PRESS, 
Box 8410-FP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (122) 

FIREWORKS, ROCKET SUPPLIES AND RELATED ITEMS. 

Catalog $1. NORSTARR, PO Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. 
(121-It) _ 

BOOBYTRAP ALARMS, smoke grenades, flares (aerial- 
ground), simulators, pyrotechnics. Catalog $2. AZTEC, Box 
1888 (Dep’t. S), Norcross, GA 30091. (121) 


COMBAT GLASSES 

f • fits under gas & scuba mask 

• accepts prescription lenses 

Frame only, prescription lenses 

524?5 $5495 


1-316-684-2362 


PP'l 

1710 S. Hillside 
Wichita. KS 67211 


BRITISH MILITARIA, Authentic collectibles from the 1800’s to 
date, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal Marines, Parachute 
Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Headwear, Badges, Uniforms, 
Medals, Boer War Helmets, etc. Send $3 for catalog, $12 
overseas. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD., Dept. A., 
2113 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (119-lt) 

GENUINE U.S. MEDALS—Collect/U.S./Foreign Decorations. 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY. Silver Star— $50; Bronze 
Star— $35; Armed Forces Expeditionary— $15: Vietnam Ser¬ 
vice— $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar— $35; Add 
stamp in trade and $4 postage. Most other medals available. 
SASE FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples 
Road, Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (117-lt) 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden¬ 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Brochure $1. TWG, Post- 
fach 1515, 6460-M Gelnhausen, WEST GERMANY. (118) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN¬ 
TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of 
Elite British/Scottish Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept 6, PO 
Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (118) _ 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1186, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (127) _ 

OUR INTERNATIONAL OFFICE will receive, forward, and 
remail your correspondence anywhere in the world. Security 
and confidentiality guaranteed. Free details. THE MANHAT¬ 
TAN TRANSFER, Suite No. 6, 36 Soi Lang Suan, BANGKOK 
10500 THAILAND. (122) _ 

FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOGI Low-profile methods. 
Asset protection. Secret hiding places. Cash income opportu¬ 
nities. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 
92728. (122) _ 

LE MERCENAIREI Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (129) 


KILL KADAFFI 

by Robert K. Swisher, Jr. 

Is this book lie tion ? Or can it really happen ? 

Order your copy today. We invite your response after you 
have read it! Send $9.95 (check or money order) to: 

N.L.G. Box 10939 Burbank, CA 91510-0939 


EMBLEMS, SHIRTS, JACKETS CUSTOM EMBROIDERED, 
any quantity. SOLDIER EMBROIDERY CORPORATION. 
1929 East 52nd Street, Indianapolis, IN 46205. (317) 257- 
1424. (117-lt) 

ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY EXCITEMENT. 

Send $3 (refundable) to: JC THOMPSON, 2508 Fifth Ave. 
#121-S, Seattle, WA 98121. (119) 

RANDALL KNIVES CUSTOM KNIVES. Immediate delivery. 
No waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 200 in stock at all 
times. Glossy color photos of the knives are included with our 
list. List prices are $2 for RANDALL; $3 for CUSTOM, or both 
for $4. We are Honorary members of the KnifemakeTs Guild 
and a major dealer for RANDALL MADE KNIVES. Address: 
NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4 Copenhagen Drive, Solvang, CA 
93463. (605) 666-3612. (117-lt) _ 

.50 — CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place of business with impressive and unique wall display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankford Arsenal war issue .50 cal. com¬ 
plete shells less powder with steel links for continuous belt. 
Excellent condition. Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft long. 
$53.50 plus $8 shipping; 50 rounds $29.50 plus $5; 25 rds. 
$17.50 plus $4. Also artillery shells etc. Dealers, gift shops, 
museums, fund raisers, warbtrd groups contact us for quantity 
prices. "JOE JELINEK, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chicago 
Heights, IL 60411. (312) 758-2183." (117) 



24 Rnd 
Mag 


Looks and shoots like a MAC 111 
Recoil • Noise • Smoke • Fire 


FULL AUTO 


MACHINE PISTOL 


FANTASTIC FIREPOWERI 


NO LICENSE REQUIRED! 


9.5 MM red PAINT BALL projectile. 
Primer powered plastic cartridge. 


FIRES 1200 ROUNDS PER MINUTE! 

SPENT CARTRIDGES AUTOMATICALLY EJECTED 

FULL AUTO $299.50 AMMO (50) $14.95 

SEMI AUTO $274.50 EXTRA MAG $29.95 

Send $1.00 for brochure, detail a or ORDER DIRECT from: 


Cuyahoga Valley Arms Co., Dept. F 
P.O. Box 1731, Stow, Ohio 44224 

Cali (216) 653-3034 COD, VISA, MC orders. 


MILITARY PATCHES, medals, badges. New updated catalog 
$1 ($2 foreign). PAUL SINOR, PO Box 12230S, Arlington, VA 
22209. (117) _ 

IS IT TRUE you can buy jeeps for $44 through the US Govern¬ 
ment? Get the facts today! CALL (1-312) 742-1142, Ext. 331- 
A- (117)_ 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


MILITARY SURPLUS — Gas masks, filters, military clothing, 
equipment, decorations, manuals. Self-addressed stamped 
39c envelope for catalog. J.R. Sales, Box 4253F, Lancaster, 
CA 93539-4253. (116) _ 

BUMPER STICKER — VIETNAM VETERAN AND DAMN 
PROUD OF TO 3/$4 6/$7. Special Sales, Box 741, Rose- 
mount, IL 60018. (118) _ 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC, Dept. SF1286, Box 444, Los Al am it os, CA 
90720. (125) _ 

FIREWORKS: Fun, safe, top quality, lowest prices, catalog 
$1. WESTSHORE FIREWORKS, INC., 6641 E. Dewey SI6, 
Fountain, Ml 49410. (123) _ 

MILITARY ELECTRONICS: Patrol Seismic Intrusion Device 
("PSID”) TRC-3: $42.50 apiece, $147.50/set of four, mint con¬ 
dition. CPRC-26 Manpack Radio, compact, transmits-receives 
46-54 MHz FM, with battery box, antenna, crystal: $17.50 
apiece, $32.50/pair. PRC-510 Backpack Radio, transmits- 
receives 38-55 MHz FM continuous tuning, with battery box, 
antenna: $34.50 apiece, $67.50/pair. PRC-6/CPRC-26 crys¬ 
tals: $5/paJr, 5 pairs/$19.50. R-390A Communications Receiv¬ 
er, .5-32 MHz all modes: $195 checked, $115 repairable. R- 
108 Receiver, 20-28 MHz FM, $27.50 mint. 45 Day Replace¬ 
ment Guarantee. Add $4.50/piece shipping (except R-390A: 
shipped collect). Baytronics, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870. 
(118) 


HAS 


8" 

■1-ID C 

FLrf* wJK 

ST.ff Trtftlh 
lhal Waft! 

13" crerSl 

4N finrJnu steel 
rorslmclior with 
combat sheath. 


Offering 

My Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 

Only 

$ 225 ” 


WWII RELICSI Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd., Collector’s 
Armoury! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog, $5 (refundable). RELICS, Box 682D, Dunedin, FL 
34296. (117) 


Knives 


Custom Handmade Knives 
by Robert Parish 

1 1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hendersonville, NC 28739 y i 

Phone (704) 692-3466 f 

"Send $2.00 for complete catalog.” I 

BE A LEADER IN TIME OF CRISIS! Leam how to use 

hypnotism to control pain, Instill courage, etc. "Hypnotism for 
the Survivalist": $10 P.Q. Assoc., PO Box 115, Auburn, CA 
95604. (118) 

VIETNAM WAR VETERAN PATCH. Uniquely designed by 
vet 5 colors, 4" round, $3. Jim Logsdon, 525 Mulberry, Patter¬ 
son, CA 95363. (121) 

W.W. II COLLECTORS flVHMIgllUmillll'M50gl 

- Hats-Badges-Medals of all Nations. 

ilWHab- ■' U.S. Officer’s Cap (new from 

I ' otKf original U.S. maker), tan with 

* ; brown leather visor, chin strap 



brown leather visor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 

M, or Lg.$58.00 

We pay postage. Our 224 page 


WATCHING YOU?! 


COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS 
ON HOW TO OBTAIN COPIES 
OF GOVERNMENT FILES 
UNDER THE 
FREEDOM OF 
INFORMATION ACT 
AND PRIVACY ACT 
_SEND $5.00 TO:_ 

DEWEY HILL ENT. 

11693 SAN VICENTE BLVD. f SUITE 128 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90049 

ALL ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY 
VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL PPD 


MILITARY GOODS CATALOG — Over 70 pages. Camou¬ 
flage jackets, pants, caps, berets. Over 1,000 insignias, 
genuine Gl. $2. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-207,1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (120-key) 


CAPS, WITH MILITARY INSIGNIAS OF ELITE FIGHTING 
FORCES. Send SASE for illustrated folders. A&D Products, 
Box 286-S047, Belair, MD 21014. (117-key) 


COMBAT TOUGHI Survive the streets, guaranteed. Totally 
practical self-defense. New books reveal secrets, tell how, free 
details. LIBRA, 486(sf) Molimo, San Francisco, CA 94127. 
(117) 


JOBS, CRUiSESHIPS, TUGS, SHIPS, RIVERBOATS, OIL¬ 
RIGS: Women-Men. Work month-Home month. USA + Over¬ 
seas. Information $3. Marine Employment, Box 242, Central, 
IN 47110. (120) 


1 MICRO BUGS Advanced hugging equip £I 
j ment. Concrete mikes, telephone and pen bugs. J 
“ ^ and more. Send $2.00 to MICR0C0M J 

TECH C0RP. for catalog. Refundable ~ 

' with purchase. Unbeatable prices. .. 
MICROCOM TECH CQRR F £ 

| 4 v, MlleW p 0 BOX 347341 • Cleveland. OH 44,34* 

1 ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


(FREE with order). 

W.W. #2 Ltd Box 2063-T, St. Louis, M0 63158 


INVENTIONS, IDEAS, NEW PRODUCTS WANTED! Pre¬ 
sentation to industry/national exposition. Call toll free 1-800- 
528-6050. Canada, 1-800-528-6060. Ext. 831. (119) 


CASH-PROTEX-BELT. Unique new money belt. Heavy duty 
nylon construction. Fits comfortably under clothing. Virtually 
undetectable. A must for frequent travelers and others with 
special security needs. Send $19.95 (shipping and handling 
Ind.) to INTERAMERICAN ENGINEERING, Box 2013, Sugar- 
land, TX 77487. Texas residents add $1.25 for state sales tax. 
Include waist size. Allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery. (117) 


BULLWHIPS made of quality leather I Reasonably priced! 6 
ft. 'Cobra' $6.95.8 ft. 'Boa' $8.95. Add $1.50 shipping. LEATH¬ 
ER SUPPLY OUTLET, Box 1367, St. Albans, WV 25177. (118) 


ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE! Bugging devices, transmit¬ 
ters, phone taps, shotgun microphone, and morel Catalog No. 
2A, $1, refundable with order. CAS ELECTRONICS, 1559-J 
Amar Road, Suite 457, West Covina, CA 91792 (118) 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS—TRAINING AVAILABLE. Ex¬ 
tension course + resident training + OJT programs. Free 
information. SEARCH INVESTIGATION, PO Box 2045, Provo, 
UT 84603. (118) 


SOUTHERN INTELLIGENCE NEWSLETTER — Intelli¬ 
gence/News happenings south of the U.S.A. Long SASE, 3346 
East T.C. Jester, Suite G-23, Houston, TX 77018. (120) 


AUGUSTA, N.J. 07822 

JUNGLE HAMMOCK 




SHIPPING For 200 

POSTAGE item 

We have not seen a hammock of this good quality in a 
long time. This Hammock is a copy of the Hammock used 
in WWII and Vietnam. It is a combination insect proof 
hammock.or stake it as a tent. Full length canopy keeps 
you dry and the nylon netting keeps those flying and 
crawlinq insects off of you. 


Cashiers check money order personal checks or Visa & Master Card 
qladiy accepted NOCODs All merchandise is i00“oquaramceo 
Residents o> Alaska Hawaii and Puerto Rico add 5% tor shipping 


ATTENTION PICKUP TRUCK OWNERS! $700 per week 
possible from your own part-time business. Guaranteed! Write 
— Kingston Dept. 15H, Oskaloosa, KS. 66066-9028. (117) 

CADILLACS, MERCEDES, PORSCHE, etc. direct from gov- 
emment. Seized in drug raids. Available your area. Save 
$thousands$. 216-453-3000, Ext. A8182. (117) _ 

NEW BOOK CATALOG every two months — 50-page cata¬ 
log describes over 300 titles. Get the books you want on 
weaponry, revenge and dozens of other subjects! Send $1 to: 
PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-MOF, Boulder, CO 80306. 
(303) 443-7250. (118) 


PROJECTILES! 50 cal. machine gun (unfired) $23.50/ 
100+ $3.50, 20m/m $24.50/50 + $7, 20 m/m (fired) cases 
$14.50/50 +$7. Joe Jelinek, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chicago 
Heights, IL 60411. 312-750-2183. (117) 

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA plaques. Beautiful 
walnut-look plaques with 2 1 /£" pewter Great Seal of the Con¬ 
federacy done in antiqued silver. 6" x 8" plaque with seal and 
engraving plate $18.50 unengraved, or $19.95 engraved. 5” x 
7" plaque with seal only, no engraving plate $15.50. EAGLE 
LTD, 2051 Opal Dr., Prescott, AZ 66301. (117) _ 

PRIVACY, CONFIDENTIAL MAIL FORWARDING/RECEIV¬ 
ING. Street address/phone, since 1981. Single remail $1. 
MAILDROP, Box 608039, SF-2-12, Orlando, FL 32860, 305- 
295-8281. (126-key) _ 

FREE INFORMATION: How to make $1Q0/day, buying, sell¬ 
ing, scrap gold, silver. Write to: Meredith, Box 11216SF, Reno, 
NV 89510-1216. (117) _ 

VIETNAM REMEMBERED] Bumper sticker, carries the 
“THREE SERVICEMEN STATUE." A portion of each sale 
goes to the V.V.M.F. to maintain the memorial in Washington 
DC. Let's never forget! $2. Vista Surplus, 2421 E. Bonanza, 
Las Vegas, NV89101. (117) _ 

SURVIVAL, Wilderness Skills, and LRRP training; Guide 
services available. Bold Adventures, USA, Dept. SOF, PO Box 
873, Rome, NY 13440. (117) 


NOW AVAILABLE 


* 7° r,3,nal ADVENTURER’S 

// BULLWHIP 


±0 



• WWP-HAN0LWG Instructors Inducted 
The HIGHEST QUALITY. TOUGHEST BULLWHIPS 
Available - Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY 

CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send ViSA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

MC Check P.O. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-7 
or M.O. To SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 78201 _J 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials: 
Zapruder film, photographs, literature, video cassettes. Cata¬ 
log: $3. COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES, Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec H9W 5T6. (118) 


FIREWORKS. HIGH QUALITY, fast service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, PO Box 90007, Casper, WY 
82609. (122) 


MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as tow as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available—phone number, remaillng, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534., (118-lt) 

—KIMBERTAL— u 

The Most Sought after Name in 

Doberman Pinschers 
and Rottweilers 

Champ.-s- [red pups bred for 
superior size, conformation, 

Impeccable disposition. Wm WbR 

FULL HEALTH & TEMPERAMENT ■ 

GUARANTEES fP 3^ 

-SHIPPING WORLPWIOE ‘ ■ 

American Express, -Visa ^ 

and Master Charge 

KIMBERTAL KENNELS 

RFD1 Kimberton, Penna. 19442 215-933-4982 or 933-3600 
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NIGHT VISION/SURVEILLANCE 
SEE IN THE DARK WITH 
ACTIVE INFRARED 
NIGHT VISION BINOCULARS 


High quality, used by military worldwide 

Originally Priced in the Thousands 
Special Close Out 
Refurbished Equipment 
Prices Start at $695 

Also available: night vision pocket scopes, 
rifle scopes, binocular cameras. 

For further information , demonstration and 
delivery contact: 

Mr. Fortune 

212 - 697-8140 

CCS COMMUNICATION CONTROL INC. 

633 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017 

FIREWORKS & MODEL ROCKETS LISTS — High power 
model rockets, A-G engines, flights 1 mile +. Large selection of 
fireworks, 3min smoke bombs. Many other items, send $5 
(200% refundable w/order) to CD1,12649-S Dix, Southgate, Ml 
43195. (117) _ 

OFFSHORE JOBS! Companies now hiring! USA/Overseas! 
$15,000-$65,000! Month on/off! Free Information! Enclose 
stamp. Offshore, Box 4476-10, Biloxi, MS 39531. (117-TF) 

SMOKED JERKY Beef, Venison, Buffalo. Needs no refrigera¬ 
tion. Send $3 for catalog. Samples of each $5 value. John’s, 67 
S. Grove, Elgin, IL 60120. 312-741-6374. (118) _ 

“THE JOY OF REVENGE”, Miss Nasty’s get even book, 
$4.95, MBC-F7, Box 2264, Peoria, AZ 85345. (117) _ 

LITTLE SAIGON NEWSLETTER. Computerized quarterly. 
Your liaison with Vietnamese community. $20 annually. Little 
Saigon Ltd., Box 5773, Gardengrove, CA 92645. (117) 

QUALITY KNIVES, LOWEST PRICES ANYWHERE New 07 

Models Randall, Artor, A.G. Russell, Al Mar, Cold Steel, Ger¬ 
ber, Kershaw, Lakota, Leatherman, Puma, Victorinox, Blackie 
Collins, Eye Brand, Case, Taylor, Frost, Parker, Pacific, West¬ 
ern, Kabar. Browning, BenchMark, Explorer, Buck Customs, 
Moran, Robert Parrish, DMT, Lansky. CATALOG $2. FOS¬ 
TER’S BOOKS AND BLADES, PO Box 12819 SOF, Winston- 
Salem, NC 27117. (118) 


ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT Crystal con¬ 
trolled transmitters, tracking systems, recording instruments, 
nightvision optics and countermeasures . . "virtually impossi¬ 
ble to obtain elsewhere!" Professional's Catalogue, $20, Re¬ 
fundable. General Catalogue, $2. Send orders: Microtron®, 
42-38th Street, Wheeling, WV 26003 (USA). (125) 

WANTED 10,000 VN VETS for “The Ultimate R&R” In 
Bangkok. Don't miss out on the fun, write now for free details 
to: R&R, Suite No. 6, 36 Soi Lang Suan, Bangkok 10500 
Thailand. (121) 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home Connects between any cassette or tape 
recorder and your telephone line. Stans auto- 
malically when phone is answered. Records both 
Bs^es 0 f conversation Stops recorder when 
sm leu. in. phone is hung up. 


$ 19.95 


EACH Qiy Bsc Avail . 


FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMO CAPS, Current F-1 
"Lizard Camo" $15. A.H.A, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
(117) 


FRENCH ARMY CAMO TENTS, 1 Tent breaks down to 4 
Poncho’s New Cond. $45. AH.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. (117) 


SPECIAL SERVICES COLLECTION: Hats, T s. polos and 
sweats. For information send SASE to CONSOLIDATED, PO 
Box 65127, Shreveport, LA 71146. (118) 


“WWII German type paratrooper butterfly knife 9.5” open 
$22 postpaid, Gl folding trench shovels $8 postpaid. Koetzner 
Surplus, Box 17, Patchogue, NY 11772. (119) 


MACHINE GUNS ARE STILL LEGAL IN MOST STATES. 

Call Greg at (702)-382-O666/361-4202 for list. Direct transfers 
to Nev. Res. (117) 


Ground Pounder 8 
Jump Boot 

$59. 95 


Sold to Airoofne troops around Ta¬ 

ttle world since 1967. Constructed 
of black, full grain cowhide with % 

genuine cushioned VIBRAM' 

Lug sole to reduce the shock ol 
parachute jumps. ^ 

ORDER TOLL FREE 
1-800-247-4541 

GA CALL COLLECT j&b 

4 ^ 4 - 689^155 

features genuine military supplies, 
survival gear and military insignia. 

RANGER JOE S INTERNATIONAL 
MILITARY SUPPLY 
P.O. Box 2568, Cotumbus. GA 31902 


ISP 


mm 



VERNON’S COLLECTORS’ GUIDE TO ORDERS, MEDALS 
A DECORATIONS (with valuations); over 10,000 items; 450 
pages (106 of photos). Softbound $24.95, postage $2. Also: 
catalogue of orders, medals & decorations $1, yearly subscrip¬ 
tion $6. Sydney B. Vernon, Box 1387SF, N. Baldwin, NY 
11510. (126) _ 

POLICE QUALITY MARTIAL ART BATONS, Knives and 
Accessories. $1. to RONIN POLICE EQUIPMENT, Box 
1952(R), Jamaica Plain, MA 02130. (117) _ 

PASSIVE INFRARED SURVEILLANCE SENSOR Monitors 
outdoor perimeters for human intrusions. Completely portable 
(weighs just 6 oz.) $235. For details send S.A.S.E. to MK 
Enterprises, Rt. 1, Box 23, Grottoes, VA 24441 or call (703) 
249-4605. (117) 





Super Powerful 

•kkN FM TRANSMITTER 

jjt \ Many limes more powerful than olher Iransmillers 
WPp 2 ' \ Transmiis up to '/« mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit * up to 9V battery (not ncL) 
h_j For catalog ol Transmitters, Voice Scramblers and 

otherspecialty items, enclose S2 00 to US) Corp 
Call 305-725-1000 or «*nd $19.95 + $1.00 
shipping per item to: USl Corp., PO Box 
SF -2052, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD’* OK. 

NEED FOREIGN PASSPORT??? Complete info on getting 
passports and/or travel documents from a total of 9 Western 
Countries! Send $19.95 plus $2.25 for post/hdlg to: O.A.V., 
INC., PO Box 3036, Gainesville, GA 30503. Money Order or 
Check Only. (118) 

WAR WITH EMPTY HANDS — Self-Defense Against Aggres- 
sion, by Lenox Cramer former “5th Special Forces Group 
(MAC-V SOG)“ member. A startling blend of Oriental Martial 
Arts that defeats any other type of hand-to-hand combat sys¬ 
tem known I Intended for "Elite” U.S. Military/Intelligence 
charts. 60 Day Money Back Guarantee. $14.95 plus $1.50 
P&H, Overseas $3, ALPHA Catalog $2. (Dealer inquiries In¬ 
vited.) ALPHA PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 92-WS, Sharon Cen¬ 
ter, OH 44274 USA. (120) 


BUSHPILOT WINGS 

85.95 RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 

P.O. Box 20378 • Dallas, TX 75220 

TOP GUN BALL CAPS AUTHENTIC ISSUE — Navy blue 
gold letters $8.50. Send money orders to Ken Miller, PO Box 
15186, Norfolk, VA 23511. (120) _ 

SEEN ON T.V. The Army’s Light Infantry. TC7-1 is theirtext. 
Its 585 precise, informative pages reveal their combat techni¬ 
ques and training. Hard to find original manual. $12.95 ppd. 
WWII-S, 101 Doolittle Ave., Waterville, NY 13480. (117) 

SOVIET MILITARY SUPERIORITY? Find out! Genuine De¬ 
fense Intelligence Agency and Air War College reports: Soviet 
Navy Surface Ship ID Guide, $12.95; Soviet Tank Battallion 
Tactics, $6.95; Soviet Motarized Rifle Company, $7.95; Milit¬ 
ary Operations of the Soviet Army, $7.95; Background In¬ 
formation on USSR, $7.95 WWII-S, 101 Doolittle Ave., Water- 
ville, NY 13480. (117) _ 

MERCENARY HANDBOOK — useful to anyone planning or 
participating in Mercenary operations. $12.95 plus $2.95 SH. 
SRG, 316 California Ave., Ste 206, Reno, NV 89509. (117 
CHG.) 


IS YOUR LfFE WORTH 3 BUCKS? Our new catalog of 
military, outdoor & survival gear is! Refund on purchase. 
Ground Zero, PO Box 335A, Croton, OH 43018. (118) 

SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK: 214 pages reduced to 
pocket size. Cover tactics, demolitions, air operations, 
weapons, first aid, communications, survival and more. A must 
for wilderness operations. $11.95 ppd. Ground Zero, PO Box 
335A, Croton, OH 43013. (118) 

MEGA DAfljMX-7 POWER DART GUN I 

NEW! Ct - <D 

fepq — - • POWERFUL! 

TP ,70 95*** •ACCURATE! 

MX-5 ONLY Vy. p&h •SILENT! 

PISTOL ( o \| FREE shoulder stock accessory 

$59.95 MC/VISA Orders: 1-800-351-2274 

+ $3.50 NOT A TOY JOHNNY MAC'S FACTORY OUTLET 

P&H ADULTS ONLY PO BOX 370808-SQF EL PASO, TEXAS 79937 




Airborne/Special Forces Skull 
Ring Handcast in Solid Stirling 
Silver 

• Beautifully toned 

and mirror polished. j k 

• Money Back guarantee. \ L 
[• Please give Ring siz% ©nlyj\ 


Send orders to: f 
ACTION DESIGN 
P.O. Box 8372 
Pine Bluff, AdijJ 


SILENT FIREPOWER: High performance crossbow catalog 
available. $1. Martial Arts, Special Weapons & Survival Aids. 
M&M ENTERPRISES, Box 445. Dept. SOF, island Lake, IL 
60042. (118) _ 

ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE. Complete line Army surplus, 
gun accessories, knives, police, ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADE'S OAK- 
SHIRE PLACE, Hiway 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. (901) 
885-6851. (117) _ 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl — Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN’S 
ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept. A-807, 1660 Eubank NE, Albu- 
querque, NM 87112. (120-key) _ 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES — 25% off list prices. Also USAF 
NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine! Toll-tree ordering and 
Immediate shipment. Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
for free brochure. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-907, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112 (120-key) 

CAMOUFLAGE TIES I A must for every well-dressed out- 
doorsman. Genuine military-issue woodland doth. Choose: 
pointed end or straight fold.. .$9.95 each; 2 for $18.95. Add 
shipping $2- 1st tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY 
GOODS, Dept. A-307, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 
87112. (120-key) _ 

REGULATION INSIGNIA: All Military branches and Police. All 
genuine, over 1,000 items: rank, wings, badges, mini-medals, 
NASA patches, military goods, plus much much more. Catalog 
$2. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-507, 1660 
Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (120-key) 


CANADIAN ICS] 


• Jumpsmocks • Tee Shirts 

* Combats • Camos 

mWj 

• Badges • Berets • Flags 


Send $1 for flyer 


F.S.E., P.O. Box 22216 

REGIMENT 

Barrie, Ontario, L4M 5R3 


SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape 1: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3: Air Op- 
erations-Communications; 4: Water Operations- 
Communications; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects 
of SF Operations. VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping 
& handling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Ave., 
Ste 206, Reno, NV 89509. (117 CHG.) 


ARREST Violators! 
TMIliY 


Wear the Badge of a 


Kim DETECTIVE 


■Hi 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster- 
r- £ ies ’ bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts- guide you every 
ste P of the way- Men and women 
EQUIPMENT needed to work in challenging situa- 

famiitoncoEquipmont. tions, withstanding hardships, 

BrittUM foIt phoMimake on the spot decisions. 
TMttm. Lock pick Gum, U jf'Q Learn the latest investiga- 
r&lSZtXAV U\ f77 tive techniques using special 
lyifr wft—Pint knell, f/M Uk law enforcement equipment 
nwfcMora V> }) . „ . th e same equipment 

used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
dwn investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on alt 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Approved by Calif. Dept, of PubUe Instruct. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 1 

I DEPT. SF707, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 02799 | 

( Push mo your "Dotocthm” Conor KH—No ooloomon mill cob. . 

Item*_Afs_| 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


YOU CAN NOW BUY AMMO DIRECT! Top quality, selection. 
New .223 Ball $55/400 Round Combatpak, New SSI09 $145/ 
400 Round Combatpak, New 7.62 x 39 for Ruger Mini Thirty 
$18.40/100 Round Plastipak. Oklahoma Ammo, POBox 1035, 
Bartlesville, OK 74005. (918) 337-0134. Must be 21 to purch¬ 
ase — send photocopy of driver’s license with order and add 
for postage. SASE for further information. (117)_ 

SELL GUNS! Dealer applications, instructions, guide, 
wholesalers kit — $4 (refundable). Allied, Drawer 5070(EN), 
Glendale, AZ 8531Z (118)_ 

MAPS — MAPS. 50,000 military, CIA, travel, Surplus maps 
catalog $3 (refundable). Allied, Drawer 5070(EO), Glendale, 
AZ 85312, (118)_ 

VIETNAM MAPS! 17 war maps kit plus 1: 50,000 patrol 
“Quads" index — $7.95. Allied, Drawer 5070(EG), Glendale, 
AZ 85312, (118) 



THE DAVID SLING ■ 


LIKE THE 


ONLY 


WITH 


S-J ^ 5 


Use 30 Days 
At Our Risk 


Super powerful David Sling, 
The Ultimate survival and 

hunting weapon. Made of the toughest leather. Can be 
kept in pocket or worn around head. Incredible 600' 
range, turns rocks into deadly projectiles. Hunt birds 
out of the air, kill varments large and small. NOT A TOY. 
Astound friends, great for Hunters, Farmers, Campers, 
Backpackers or any Sportsman. Comprehensive 
Instruction book included. Send $12.95 + $2.00 for 
P&H to PHL C0RP. Ohio res. add 6% Sales Tax. 


PHL CORP. HE 


STATERD^ARMA, OH 44134 «(216)2414404| 


KNIVES-ALL KINDSI SWORDS AND RELATED ITEMS. 

Giant discounts. Catalog $2 (refundable). KJ CHRISTIE CO., 
PO Box 866, Dept. SF7, Staten Island, NY 10314, (117) 

REPLICA WATCHES Free Color Brochure. JJ’s, PO Box 
73027, Dept-SOF, Houston, TX 77273-3027.1-713-847-8881 
(dealers needed). (118) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Pots, 
Grenades) — Largest selection of new smoke products. Milit¬ 
ary smoke grenades available In white, orange, red, yellow, 
blue, violet, green, and gray. Excellent for smoke screens, fire 
drills, dispersing crowds, signaling, war games, etc. Send $2. 
(refundable with order) for catalogue of these and more. Sig- 
nus, Box 33712-WI, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (117) 




UNUSUAL BOOKS 


PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS 
NEW IDENTITY • SURVIVAL • DISGUISE 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP 
PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL 
SUBJECTS- ALL ATDISCOUNT PRICES 

HUGE 64-PG. DISCOUNT CATALOGS! (Ref.} 


CROWN • 878 V Jackman • El Cajon, CA 92020 




FREE CATALOG of interesting hard-to-find military and sur¬ 
vival products. You’ll love it! N.W., Box 962(F), Orlando, FL 
32802-0962.(117) _ 

LONG-RANGE PATROL OPERATIONS: RECONNAIS¬ 
SANCE, COMBAT, AND SPECIAL OPERATIONS — by 

James W. (Jim) England, Master Sergeant, U.S. Army (Ret). 
Of interest to the military buff as well as tho soldier and military 
strategist, this is the mast comprehensive text on LRP avail¬ 
able. SVfexll, softcover, illus.. 336pp. Send $17.95ppd to; 
PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-MFR, Bouldnr, CO 80306. 
(303) 443-7250. (117) 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever locks the 
handle securely 
in the open dr 
closed position. 

Model K98-P 

s 8 50 Ea. 

and $ 1 S0 UPS charges 

WESTBURY SALES CO., 

DEPT P-7-SF 
373 Maple Avenue 
Westbury, New York 11590 




PARACHUTE CANOPIES, 28 foot rounds, jump ready, great 
condition. $40 each ppd. Schwendemann, 507 3rd #1010, 
Seattle, WA 98104. (117)_ 

POISON ANTIDOTE — Make your own emergency antidote 
kit easily. Also poison charts, emergency charts and info., 
prevention, and personal emergency number sheet. $6. B. 
DON, PO Box 5004, Evanston, IL 60204. (117)_ 

DOMINATE UNARMED ENCOUNTERS. Get the training you 
deserve. We have a few openings left in our combat JuJitsu 
Classes. Call (718) 648-7013. (117)_ 

BUG-SMALLEST POWERFUL VERSIONS, Catalog $2, cir¬ 
cuit diagram $5, kits $12, assembled $15, with case $17. RF 
ELECTRONICS, PO Box 6984, Alhambra, CA 91802. (117) 

FILIPINO MARTIAL ARTS/STREET-DEFENSE SEMINARS, 

newsletter, videos from Philippines. Buksan International. 
Free Brochure; Pentecost, Pd Box 172, Lake Elsinore, CA 
92330. (120) 



2,000 LB. TEST 
COATED NYLON 1 


COM BAT & 

SURVIVAL SANDAL 

lAMPHIBIOOSI 


VERY COMFORTABLE 
5 YEAR LACES ‘ 



OR 

NEOPRENE- 

BOTTOM SOLE 
NO MARK 
HI-TRACTI0N 

'5 YEAR GUARANTEE 
MONTH GUARANTEE 


GUARANTEED World’s Finest Guemlla 
Sandal. We ll bet $5,000 on it! 

Most Stable, Durable & Safest + Comfort, 


SIZES 

Narrow 

Wide 

Length 

Men 

B,C 

D,E,EE 

4-13Vj 

Women 

AA,A,B 

C.D 

5-11 


And/or include foot tracing. 
Foot sizing sheet available. 

30 Day money back guarantee 
If can be resold as new. 

ALP - Leather Top Sole $44.75 


9 OUT OF 10 
BODY GUARDS 
SWAT OFFICERS 
STREET FIGHTERS 
FOREIGN TRAVELERS 
KARATE INSTRUCTORS 
SOLDIER'S OF FORTUNE 
MARINES/ NAVY SEALS 
SURVIVAL INSTRUCTORS 
CHOOSE ALP! 
ALP SUPER SANDALS 


Ny!on_Color;_ Brown, Gray or_Tan _ _ 244 N. HWY. 101- B 

Itew) ALP - Neoprene Top Sole $29. ENCINITAS, CA 92024 


Nylon Color: Gray ($2 UPS per order) 
Dealerships available 


(619) 436-2222 

VISA & M/C By Phone or Mail 


PROFESSIONAL REMAIL/FORWARD SERVICE. We re 

registered for your protection. $1 each letter. Send mail/in- 
structions/payment to: B. Thomas, GPO Box 022083, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11202-0045. (117)_ 

SEND SASE for complete details to Improve your life and 
business. Kincaid’s Gifts By, Dept. SF/787, PO Box 1443, 
Canton, GA 30114, (117) _ 

DOG TAGS, Set of 2 tags, long and short chain. 5 fifteen 
space lines. $5 set. No extra charge for printing or shipping. 
Hill, 2908 Elm Hill, Nashville, TN 37214. (117)_ 

GERMAN 4-WHEEL DRIVE MILITARY UNIMOG, (Pre-1968) 
$8000 and up. Write: Martins Enterprises, 2036 South Park 
Ave., Buffalo, NY 14220. (117)_ 

STICK FIGHTERS. Beautiful, beefy swagger stick specially 
designed for defensive tactics. Walk with pride and safety. As 
designed and used in Central America. Basic instructions in¬ 
cluded. Custom made and finished. Send $14.50 plus $1.50 
postage and handling to: S. Nielsen, PO Box 7419, Van Nuys, 
CA 91409. Allow six weeks for delivery. (117) 


AGENT ORANGE map FREE for SASE. Allied, Drawer 
5070(EP), Glendale, AZ 85312. (118)_ 

“SWAT SECRETS", $2.95! Allied, Drawer 5070(EW), Glen- 
dale, AZ 85312. (118)_ 

SKS, AK47 Maintenance Manuals $5.95 each. SKS, AK47, 
AKM, Technical Manuals, $6.95 each. Allied, Drawer 
507Q(EU), Glendale, AZ 85312. (118)_ 

BULLETPROOFING PUBLICATIONS! "Walls”, “Glass", 
Body Armor”. Plans and instructions kit $4.95! Allied, Drawer 
5Q70(EH), Glendale, AZ 85312. (118)_ 

NINJA WEAPONS — authentic weaponry hand crafted by 
certified Ninja Black Belt Instructor, Bud Malmstrom. He has 
been studying this combat system for 11 years and is also an 
ex-Marlne. if counting on your equipment is one of the most 
Important things in your life, send for your catalog now. When 
you need the best hardware, it’s too late to order it. Do it now! 
Send $2 for catalog to: Scorpion Enterprises Unltd., PO Box 
774SF, Tucker, GA 30085-0774. (117) 


MILITARY HISTORY 

ON VIDEOCASSETTES 

See military history as it happened! World 
War I through the Folklands campaign. The 
other side of World War II: original German 
combat newsreels and features of the great 
battles. Rare Allied Army and Air Force documentaries. Also Korea, Vietnam, 
and contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced horn original source 
materials. Beto/VHS, also PAL Standard. Reasonable prices, fost service. Write 
or phone far free illustrated catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 29035, Chicago, Illinois 60629, Phone 3)2-436-8051. 



HITLER’S ESCAPE FROM BUNKER! Tbe proof! Startling 
new video explores story. $39.95 postpaid, VHS or Beta. R. 
Ford, PO Box 188, New York, NY 10014. (117)_ 

NEED OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT? Get on our mailing list. 
Send name, address, phone number to Elliott-Benson Import & 
Export, PO Box 1651 Dept.-SOF, Corbin, KY 40701 (118) 

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA PASSPORT. Mod¬ 
ern, 24 pages, actual CSA seals. 11 Secessionist State seals. 
$7. CSA Printing House, PO Box 60F, Whitestone, NY 11357. 
(118) 



Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Gua rantee d! 

FREE CATALOG! o fTy 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279SF 

FT HARRISON P.0. INDIANAPOLIS. IN 46216-9998 


FLAGS — US 3x5 ft flag set, cotton $19/nylon $35; 3x5 ft 
Confederate Battle flag $15; German Imperial 2x3 ft $35,3x5 ft 
$50. USA FLAG CO.; For All Flags/Sizes, Call Toll Free 1 -800- 
USA-FLAG. (119)___ 

XXLARGE & XXXLARGE CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES, U.S. 
Issue Woodland, Desert & Tigerstripe Camo $32.50 each $65 
Suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (117)_ 

FOR SALE: CROSSBOW MANUFACTURING BUSINESS. 

Nationally known crossbow and accessory product line, includ¬ 
ing limited inventory, tools, dies and molds. Can be made in 
U.S. or offshore. Write: Roberts, 4550 Jackson St., Denver, 
CO 80216. (117) _ 

RUSSIAN CAMOUFLAGE SMOCKS, Red Dawn Pattern 
$52, matching Pants $52, Jumpsuits $85. Russian Helmets 
New $135, Repro Russian Helmets $55 Used. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA accepted! 
(117) 


ACGIMCNTVH INSIGNIA & UICAPONRV 

SAS • RAF • BLACK WATCH 

PARA • AM • CAMERONS 

ASDG • AN • GUAADS etc. 



Import Cotolog $2.00 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

Deportment-4 

P.O. Box 50473 * Nashville, TN 37205 


BUY KNIVES, CUTLERY ITEMS at Wholesale. Save up to 
60%, Huge selection, Satisfaction Guaranteed, Fast Service. 
Send for FREE Catalog. Smoky Mountain Knife Works, Box 
714SO, Sovierville, TN 37862. (121)_ 

ALPHA TEAM WILDERNESS SURVIVAL SCHOOL — 

Loam from professionals skills needed to survive in different 
situations. C/O PO Box 191, Price, UT 84501. (117) 
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RUSSIAN ARMY TANKER BERETS, Black Beret with Origin¬ 
al Crest $20. Russian Para Berets $30, Para, KGB or Tanker 
Arm Patches $5 ea. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

(117) _ 

SPECIAL FORCES BERETS, Current issue with Rash & 
Crest $18, A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (117) 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, 1987 Catalog of 
Camouflage Uniforms & Equipment from around the world 
.50C I.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (117) _ 

RELIVE GREATEST PSYCHEDELIC EXPERIENCE. $15 for 

every story used in short documentary film. Limit story to three 
pages. All information remains strictly confidential. Galaxy En¬ 
tertainment, Suite 1320, 1900 M Street, Washington, DC 
20036. (117) _ 

U.S.A CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, Military Issue with Rein¬ 
forced Seat, Knees & Elbows, Woodland Camo, Desert Camo, 
Tlgerstripe Camo, Urban Camo or O.D. or Black Your Choice 
$55. per Suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Master- 
Card & VISA Acceptedl (117) 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 



Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. or H2 (state choice). We have most 
complete stock of W.W. H2 German badges-caps-flags, 
etc. in U.S. M III || II 1111 | I III Bill I MU 
Postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG $3.00. 

W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 


FLORIDA REMAILS. Confidential $1 per stamped envelope. 
HAND, PO Box 281, Ormond Beach, FL 32075. (118) 



U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 

top Gold insignia and visor braid 
Leather chin strap State size wanted $89.00 

tights Cross with its 17 T ' neck ribbon 
and oak leaf with swords $21.00 
We pay postage Our 224 page fully illustrated 
catalog S3.00 (FREE with order! 

Box 2063 'Ft St. Louis, MO 63158 


AUTHENTIC BRITISH MILITARY BERETS — 100% wool 
replete with leather sweatband, adjustable drawcord, and 
eyelets — $17.95 ea. plus flat $1.75 shipping & handling. 
Group rates available. Sizes (s)6 7 /fe (m)7,7Vfe (l)7V4. Comman¬ 
do green (Royal Marines) and Maroon (Airborne Forces). 
VOYAGEUR, INC., Dept. A, 4323 Baychester Ave., Bronx, NY 
10466. (119) _ 

FOR SALE, Genuine United States Armed Forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
first-aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to STEVE 
J. PEDERGNANA JR., PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. 
(117) _ 

ANARCHY I Poor Man's James Bond, Weapons! We stock 
only the BEST of the books YOU want! Low prices and FREE 
Catalog I YBN Books, Box 848, Richboro, PA 18954. (117) 


DEER GUTS ON A 
# DOORKNOB % 

A HANDBOOK OF USEFUL & 
TASTELESS EXPRESSIONS 

Over 1500 expressions In 100 categories! Be ready to 
use an expression that's just right for the occasion. 
Sample categories include: hot, horny, cold, tight, ugly, 
dumb, slick, beautiful, fat, useless and over 80 more. 
Makes a great gift with 120 pages of belly laughs. 

(EXAMPLE: HORNIER THAN A SHEEPHERDER WITH A ROCK OF RAMS) 

Exclusive-Not Sold In Bookstores 

Limited Supply, so send for your copy TODAY. 
If you're not completely satisfied, return for a 
prompt refund. Guaranteed to keep you laughing. 
MANY HILARIOUS ILLUSTRATIONS. YOU'LL WANT TO 
TAKE IT WITH YOU EVERYWHERE 

CHEAPER THAN 2 SIX PACKS, MORE FUN THAN A WET DOG HAS STINK 

Send $4.95 + $1.50 (P & H) by check or money order to: 
GREAT EXPRESSIONS PRESS P.O. BOX 201, DEPT. S 

* COOI_ CALIFORNIA 95614 

(ALLOW 8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY) £ 

Visa & Mastercard orders accepted 
Nationwide call 1-800-428-7825 Ext 100 
From Calif, call 1-800-428-7824 Ext 100 


Want your own business 800#? Call either of above 800#‘s Ext. 600 


LEGIONNAIRES BEST SELECTION of Foreign Legion items 
— Badges, Kepis, Diplomas, Uniforms, etc. $3 CASH brings 
illustrated catalogue. LEGIONNAIRES, Goldenhill Fort, Fresh- 
water Isle of Wight, ENGLAND. (119) _ 

BALLISTIC FACEGUARD— Kevlar* Construction stops .45 
hardball, plus. $125 ppd., Info $1 to: Franse, PO Box 3347, 
Boulder, CO 80307. (117) 

KNIVES —COMBAT, MILITARY, BUTTERFLY. SURVIVAL! 

Latest models, low prices! Catalog SI. Athena International, 
PO Box 19058, Dept. SOF, Baltimore, MD 21284. (118) 


Electronic Bug $24.95 

As you can see, the FM-5 is small. But 
it ca n pick up every whisper in a room 
and transmit it a block away to your 
FM radio. Sound quality is excellent! 
I t's easy to use. just sna p it on a 9 volt 
battery and hide it. Notice: This device 
is only to be used in conformity with 
Federal, State, and Local laws! The 
FM-5 is intended for security use only, 
such as listening for suspicious 
sounds in your garage or R.V. 

GUARANTEE If you’re not completely satisfied with the 
FM-5, just send it back in 30 days for a full refund! 


Fast 

10 

Day 

Delivery 



(To Order) 

. Send a $24.95 check or moneyorder to 

Electronic Pursuits 

1269 Broadway 
Suite 196, Dept. 6D 
El Cajon, CA 92021 


BOOKS-MANUALS. All subjects—Publishers. Controversial 
Specialists. Huge catalog — $1. CROWN, 878A Jackman, El 
Cajon, CA 92020. (117) _ 

BADGES. Custom made — your specifications. Huge selec¬ 
tion. Giant catalog $5 (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jackman, 
El Cajon, CA 92020. (117)_ 


ST Art MINT or OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION 
__ c- M _ 
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CANADIAN MILITARY SURPLUS — SSF Airboume Jump- 
smocks $94.95, Cdn Boonie Hat $7.95, Cdn Army Arctic 
Sleeping Bags $64.95, OD Tanker coveralls $49.95. Info, flyer 
$1. Free beret with order. F.S.E., Box 22216, Barrie, Ontario, 
Canada, L4m 5R3. (117) 

MODEL ROCKETS, INSTRUCTIONS, SUPPLIES— Every- 
thing Legal For Homemade Model Rockets, Catalog $2. New 
Technology, PO Box 528, Danielson, CT 06239. (122) 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 
SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples. FL 33939-3133 

VIET CONG DEATH CERTIFICATE — $10. Send name and 
# of kills to: Awards, Box 3874. Shawnee Mission, KS 66203. 
(117) 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 





ONLY 

SM 

POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 
gas or blank ammo. 

Solid metal, 6 shot, clip"" 
fed. Rapid firing. With in¬ 
structions. 

For self-protection, theatre, dog 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21. Money back guarantee, 

WESTBURY SALES CO. 
v P.O. Box 434, Dept TA-7-SF, Westbury, New York 11590/ 




\ 


1,0 shipment to 
New Yotk of 
California. 


SIGNATURE LOANS — by mail - $1,000 to $10,000. Also 
debt consolidation services — up to $10,000. No co-signers, 
no collateral. No credit checks, details: send SASE to: HENRY 
FINANCIAL SERVICES, 70813th Ave. S.E., Minneapolis, MN 
55414. (117) 


KNIVES, WHOLESALE, Volume Discounts, Top Quality, 
Satisfaction Guaranteed, Dealers Welcome, Catalog $1. RE- 
BtTSKI & CO., DSF 2770 Sherry La., Green Bay, Wl 54302. 
(117) 


AMAZING POSTERS: WWII (Warplanes, Battleships, Tanks, 
Patriotic Posters, 100’s more) Vlctoriana, Cats, Birds, Circus, 
Yoga, Historic Headlines, Sexy Pin-ups, Hobbies, Dinosaurs, 
Auto, Trains, Etc. Catalogs $1. Liberty Poster #112G, Box 
268559, Chicago, IL 60626-8559. (117) 
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INCOMING 



• SfNGLAUB ON NICARAGUA — 

Famed for his unremitting commit¬ 
ment to anti-communist causes 
around the world, retired Army Major 
General John K. Singlaub has done 
much to aid the Nicaraguan contra 
freedom fighters, SOF’s Robert K. 


Brown interviews the general one- 
on-one on the Nicaraguan situation. 
Find out the key problems plaguing 
the current CIA contra assistance 
program and find out how private 
sector aid can still help defeat the 
communists in Central America. 


• BURMA — Get a front-line view of 
a little-known but fierce war as veter¬ 
an Asian-combat correspondent 
Jake Border travels to the Thailand/ 
Burma border to check out Mon and 
Karen outposts in the wake of recent 
Burmese government attacks. Be 
there as Burmese forces get their 
noses bloodied in close-quarter fight¬ 
ing with these brave rebels. 

• GUATEMALA — Update on 
Guatemala's counterinsurgency 
efforts shows continued need for 
U.S. support to this fragile democra¬ 
cy. Guerrilla savagery there is a 
warning that a Khmer-style blood 
bath could take place in our own back 
yard if communists ever seize power 
in Guatemala. Go on patrol with our 
man in Central America to see exact¬ 
ly what is being done to roll back this 
country’s communist insurgents. 

• RUGERP-85 — SOF tests Ruger’s 
new double-action semiauto pistol in 
9mm Parabelium. Will the P-85 be¬ 
come the next service pistol for the 
U.S. military? Is it likely to be 
accepted by law enforcement agen¬ 
cies? Or is it a superfluous addition to 
the 9mm pistol market? See what our 
weapons wizard Peter G. Kokalis has 
to say about the Ruger P-85, and 
decide for yourself. 

• RHODESIAN SPECIAL BRANCH 

— Learn the true story about Special 
Branch — that “sinister” side of the 
British South Africa Police (BSAP) — 
which did for Rhodesia what the FBI, 
DIA and CIA do for the United States. 
Former BSAP trooper Mick Doyle 
tells how Marxist terrorist activities 
were neutralized by this group of 
crack renegade troops. 

• SOF — Stay on top of military ac¬ 
tion around the globe with Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine. The CIA and 
KGB rely on us for intel — so should 
you. If your local newsstand doesn’t 
stock SOF. let us know. We’ll make 
sure they will. Watch for our August 
’87 issue, on sale 7 July. ^ 
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Retail store 4609menaulne Albuquerque, n.m. 07110 


SURE FIRE TACTICAL LIGHT SOF H |P HUGGER KNK 


10-5:30 M-F 10-2 Sat 


Now with 

pressure 

switch 

REQUIRES NO 
GUNSMITHING 
MODIFICATION 

$89.95 

WITH BATTERIES 


Auto or 
Rev 


FITS: 1911 .45 \ % > 

BERETTA 92 

Extra batteries $6.95 


..L. Th. LV.II _ 

•^■LASER PRODUCTS 


CHOATE FOLDERS 

BLACK ZYTCt PLASTIC 


$10 ^ 

R or L Hand 


KNIGHT _^ 

LIGHT SYSTEM ^ 

* 12.95 

Will not harm gun finish. I 

Available for most service revolvers. V_ J 

No alterations to gun. Fits all mini type lights. 
Specify model &. make of rev. 



CHOATE 

TOP FOLDERS 

- _ J , 

t HGME J— 

HI-STD BLUED STEEL 

WIN 1200 $69.95 

MOSS 500 PLEASE SPECIFY 


MINI-14/10-22 
M-16/AR-15 
H&K-93-94 

„ -«---. , UZI 

l) - r ~\ CHARTER AR-7 

-'-V MARLIN 9MM 

( CAMP CARBINE 

UNIVERSAL 

LITE MOUNT $15.95 “j^nson 

MILITARY 

STREAMLIGHT JR. W/BATTERIES $9" 


CHOATE 

PISTOL GRIP STOCKS 

BLACK Zrrei PLASTIC 


$44.95 

RIFLE MINI-14 10-22 
30 CARBINE Gl 
30 CARBINE UNIVERSAL 
PLEASE SPECIFY 

BLACK ZYTtL PLASTIC 



7201 AVENIDA LA COSTA NE ■ ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109 
4609 MENAUL NE • ALBUQUERQUE ■ NM 87110 
PHONE ORDERING INFORMATION & QUESTIONS 
505/884-8822 

FOR UPS DELIVERY COST 

lor all orders shipped in U S . 
its territories, possessions 

Order* up to C 10.00 add _ *2.00 

Order* *10.01 to *30.00 add *3.00 

Order* *30.01 to *50.00 add (4.00 

Order* SSO 01 to SIOO OO add *5 00 
uroer* *su.g i * iw.w euu eo.wu QUARTERMASTER — 

Order* over *100.01 add (7.50 SALES T 

BLACK BALL CAP 





KOREAN MADE 

rM utnwjin jTuw ou* >t mt 

DEFENDER 


$39.95 

Battery & 
Charter 

VINYL CASE S5 j l4i95 


CATALOG *2 • REFUNDABLE "SHOTGUNS DON T 

ON FIRST ORDER discriminate 

CATALOG INCLUDED WITH ORDERS 


TOLL FREE 
1-800-552-0070 
EXT. 543 

ORDERS ONLY 


CHOATE 

SHOTGUN FORENDS 

FORENDS FOR: 

yrrrn rem 87o, M38, moss 500 , win 

11X1 — 1 1200, RANGER 120, S&W 3000, 
HI-STD $9.95 

f&T ^ 1100 REMINGTON $20 
PLEASE SPECIFY 




brass catchers 

AK-47/AKM/AKS AR-15/M-16 

STERLING 


H&K94/MP-5 
H&K 91/93 

UZI 

MINI-14 

MINI-14 RANCH 
.30 CARBINE 

REM—1100 
S&W-1000 
MAC 10 

$24.95 

UZI PISTOL 

LINDA 

MAC 11/9 

REM MOD 4/74 


(WILKINSON) 

MAC 11 

.45 AUTO 


WILSON COMBAT ACCESSORIES 
FOR .45 PISTOLS 

ITEM RETAIL 

#1 Competition Match Trigger (Long Adjustable)-1750 

#2B Shok-BuH Buffers only (pks of 6) tor use with 


Sure Fire 
Tactical Light $79.95 


choate SHOTGUN PISTOL GRIPS 

S I—nroiMirri - 3 

/Mf^ PLEASE SPECIFY $15.95 

™ RANGER 120, ITHACA M-37, MOSSBERG 500 
REM 870, WIN 1200 HI-STD 


THE SAS SYSTEM...BY EAGLE 
IN USE BY DOE SWAT ACADEMY CTA 


#30 

S-8 spring 

Wilson Combat High Visibility Combat Sights 

iu/3 fin! Cyc(em 

- 595 

_ 3500 

#6 

Wilson Combat Extended Thumb Safety 

_ 24 95 

#7 

Wilson Combat Extended Slide Release 
(Blue or Stainless) 

_ 2695 

#9 

Wilson Combat Commander Style Hammer, 
aian cinoi 

_ 2395 

#9S 

Wilson Combal Commander Style Hammer, 

41 fi StainlP«q 

_ 2595 

#11 

Heavy Duty Recoil Spring Kit 
(Govt/GC) or Comm.) 

- 795 


REM. 870 
ITHACA 37 
MP 5 


MOSSBERG 500 
SW 3000 
HK 94 


Ttw ugtwr 

LASER PRODUCTS 


EXTENSION BUTT 
-TJ PLATE 


$15 


h&k 24.95 PLEASE SPECIFY 


10/22-44 MAG 
RIFLE No.3 



M 


#12 Wilson-Dwyer "Group-Gripper” Kit (Govl/GC) — 
# 12C Wilson-Dwyer'Group-Gripper 'Kit (Comm) — 

#34 Wilson Combal Extended Combat Ejector- 

#47 Wilson Rogers .45 Match Magazine 7 RD - 

Stainless_ 

#61 Wilson Combat Ueluxe'High Visibility 

Combat Sights_ 

#66 Wilson Combat Beaveriail Grip Safety 

(Blue or Stainless)_ 



SAS Holster Mk ill 

Plates your weapon out of [he way 01 body ar¬ 
mor rapoenmg gear and belt eauipment vet 
instantly accessible MkW offers improved belt 
hanger wider eiasticrzed leg straps and tnumD 
prea< with security strap Pouch for magarme 
or .rule on front Of holster in use nationwide 
with federal state ana local agency tactical 
teams BlacK nylon cordura left or right 
nanaeo Specify weapon £49 95 

Belt Mag Pouch 

Poutnes described aDpve available without ieg 
harness for conventional belt carry only DyCi 
Keepers or loops Specify SMC or m te 


SAS Mag Pouch 

Carry magarmes for your primary weapon on 
tne uooer tnign opposite your SAS bolstered 
nandqun Suspension iaentical to mk ii SAS 
noisier SMC model carries 3 U2i or mps mags 
m t& model carries 2 SO-rd mags Pockets Close 
wtn quick release fasten buckle Straps can De 
removed and pouch secures to oeit witn C i 
Keepers or ny inserting belt through loops 
0MCK nylon Coroura Specify SMC or 


THE ARMSON COMBAT GUNSIGHT 

USES RADIOACTIVE TRITIUM 


NEEDS NO BATTERIES standard. 

. . 15200 

J| AR-1S 

. . 16000 


18000 

GALIL . 

. . 19200 

■ [■ REM 870-1100-126A . . 

. . 19200 

* H&K 91, 93. 

. . . 212.00 

NOT A TELESCOPE SIGHT uz , /MtN , UZ| 

NOT AN ELECTRONIC SIGHT . 

. . .21200 

NOT A LASER SIGHT FN-FAL. 

..224 00 

A true mil- spec combat sight from South Africa 


CHOATE FOLDER 

H(t 91— $80 

FACTORY MAGAZINES 

HK-91 20-rd _____ 25 00 

HK-93 25-rd___. 2 s'oO 

HK-94 30-rd__ ________ 26 00 

FACTORY MAGAZINE CLAMPS_ 29 00 

(HOLDS TWO MAGAZINES) 

HK-91. 93 or 94 (specify) 

SCOPE MOUNTS 

HK91-93 claw-lock snap-on w/30mm rings___ 274 00 

ADDITIONAL ACCESSORIES 

HK 91, 93, 94 Web sling, multi-purpose _ _ 28 00 

HK 91, 93 Slimline forearm (specify)_ _ 41 qq 

HK 91 Port Buffer .____ _ 23 00 

HK 91/93 Carrying handle_ 20 00 

HK 91/93 Light bipod_ _ u/oo 

HK 91/93/94 Sight adjustment tool__ 26 00 

NEW NON SLIP RUBBER PAD solid stock only «10 






























SAVE OVER $11* 

□ YES! Send me one year (12 issues) of SOF for only $24.95. 

I SAVE 30%. (•Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $36.) 

□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) 

□ MasterCard □ VISA Exp. Date _ 

Card #_-__ 

Signature- cay stat« apcodo 

BGSFF7 


Name 


Address 


SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE 


(Payment must accompany order. Offer good in U.S. only. All other 
countries add $7.00/yr additional postage.) Please allow 6-8 weeks 
for your first copy to be mailed. Offer expires 6/88. 
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Mack Bolan.The Executioner. 


Mack Bolan delivers adventure faster than you can turn pages. 

The Russians don’t stand a chance. Neither do terrorists, criminals or any one 
else who stands in Bolan’s way. If they start it Bolan will finish it 
So pick up a Bolan. And crash the party 

U GOLD EAGLE* 










